
DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE- 15.07.19 
 

ADDRESS :-  
 Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUGGESTIONS / FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US  
 

India is home to 1,256 species of orchid, says first comprehensive 

survey 

• The Botanical Survey of India has published Orchids of India: A Pictorial 

Guide- the first comprehensive census of orchids of India. 

• According to the publication, the total number of orchid species endemic to 

India is 388. 

• 757 (60%) of all orchids found in India are epiphytic, 447 are terrestrial and 

43 are mycoheterotrophic. 

• The Himalayas, North-East parts of India and Western Ghats are the hot-

spots of orchids. 

• The highest number of orchid species is recorded from Arunachal Pradesh 

followed by Sikkim and West Bengal. The Western Ghats have high 

endemism of orchids. 

• Among the bio geographic zones of India, the Himalayan zone is the richest 

in terms of orchid species followed by Northeast, Western Ghats, Deccan 

plateau and Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

• Orchids have unique shape and ornamentation and have complex floral 

structure that facilitates biotic cross-pollination 

• Orchids are broadly categorised into three life forms: a) epiphytic (plants 

growing on another plants including those growing on rock boulders and 

often termed lithophyte), b) terrestrial (plants growing on land and 

climbers) and c) mycoheterotrophic (plants which derive nutrients from 

mycorrhizal fungi that are attached to the roots of a vascular plant). 
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• The entire orchid family is listed under appendix II of CITES (Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) and 

hence any trade of wild orchid is banned globally. 

 

 

Law Commission to be formed soon 

• The Ministry of Law and Justice has initiated the process of setting up of the 

22nd Law Commission. 

• The three-year term of the 21st Law Commission under Justice B.S. 

Chauhan had ended on August 31, 2018. 

• Law Commission of India is non-statutory body. It is established through an 

order of the Government of India. The government of India constitutes the 

Law Commission for a fixed tenure (every three years). 

• It is usually headed by a former Supreme Court judge or a former Chief 

Justice of a High Court. 

• The main function of the Law commission is to reform laws. The 

Commission acts as an advisory body to the Ministry of Law and Justice. 

• The First Law commission pre-independence was set up in 1834 under the 

Charter Act, 1833. The chairman of the commission was Lord Macaulay. 
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• The first Law Commission of India post-independence was established in 

1995. The then Attorney-General of India, Mr M.C.Setalvad was the 

Chairman of the Commission. 

 

The milestones of Chandrayaan-2, India’s second lunar probe 

• Chandrayaan 2, India’s second lunar mission, was scheduled to be launched 

on 15 July from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in Andhra 

Pradesh. However, the launch got delayed due to technical issues. 

• Chandrayaan 2 is ISRO’s first attempt to make a soft landing on the Moon. 

If successful, India will join the US, the former Soviet Union, and China—the 

only three other nations to have soft landed on moon. 

• Chandrayaan-2 will comprise of an Orbiter, Lander named ‘Vikram’ and 

Rover named ‘Pragyan’ 

• The orbiter will circle the moon and provide information about its surface, 

while the lander will make a soft landing on the surface and send out the 

rover. The rover will be used mostly for in situ experiments. 

• The entire lifecycle of the Lander and Rover will be one lunar day, which is 

equivalent to 14 earth days while the Orbiter will continue for one year. 

• The soft landing on lunar South Pole was planned for September 6th. The 

date had been chosen because the landing site will remain well illuminated 

by sunlight over the next one month while the Lander and Rover would 

work and collect data. Also, there is no lunar eclipse during this period. 
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• Chandrayaan-2 will carry out extensive three-dimensional mapping of the 

topography of the lunar South Pole region. It will also determine its 

elemental composition and seismic activity. If successful, India will be the 

first country to soft land on lunar South Pole. So far, all the landing on the 

moon have taken place in the equatorial region 

• The mission would also try to assess the abundance and distribution of 

water on the lunar surface. 

• Chandrayaan-2 will launch aboard a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 

Vehicle Mark III, (GSLV -MK III) rocket- the most powerful rocket ISRO has 

built. 

Speed restrictions and sound alerts mooted for protection of dolphins 

• The Ministry of Shipping has planned to safeguard the population of the 

Ganges River Dolphin in Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS) by 

restricting the speeds of vessels and blowing sirens and horns. 

• The other measures suggested are a) fitting vessels with propeller guards 

and dolphin deflectors to minimise dolphin accidents and b) using non-toxic 

paints for painting vessels. 

• The measures are an attempt to minimise the impact of National 

Waterway-1 connecting Haldia to Varanasi which passes through the 

Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary. 

• Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary is located in Bhagalpur District of 

Bihar. It is the only dolphin sanctuary in India. 
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• The Gangetic river dolphin inhabits the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna and 

Karnaphuli-Sangu river systems of Nepal, India, and Bangladesh. 

• It is among the four "obligate" freshwater dolphins. The other obligate 

freshwater dolphins are a) Baiji (likely extinct) found in Yangtze river in 

China, b) the Bhulan in Indus river of Pakistan and c) the Boto in Amazon 

river in Latin America. 

• In India, Dolphins are protected species as per the Indian Wildlife 

(Protection) Act, 1972. The government has also declared Gangetic Dolphin 

as the national aquatic animal. 

• Gangetic dolphin is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red List. 

Draft Model Tenancy Act: what govt proposes for house owners, 

tenants 

• The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MHUA) has released draft of 

‘The Model Tenancy Act, 2019’ in public domain. 

• Since land and urban development are state subjects, the central Model Act 

is not binding on the states unless they draft their legislation based on it. 

• The Model Tenancy Act aims to regulate rental housing by a market-

oriented approach. It seeks to promote the creation of a rental housing 

stock for various income segments including migrants, formal and informal 

sector workers, students, and working professionals. 

• The Model Act states that all state rent control Acts should be repealed as 

the existing rent control laws are archaic. 
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• The draft law proposes to set up Rent authority in every state for the 

registration of all tenancy agreements. It has also proposed to set up a 

separate Rent court and Rent Tribunal for resolving tenancy-related 

disputes. 

• The law states that both landlord and tenant will have to submit a copy of 

rent agreement to the district Rent Authority. 

• The draft law has also proposed hefty penalty for tenants who fail to vacate 

the rented property after their tenancy has been terminated by order, 

notice or as per agreement. 

• The law also states that the landowner has to give a notice in writing three 

months before revising rent. 

• It also states that the security deposit to be paid by the tenant should not 

exceed two months’ rent for residential property, and should be a 

minimum of one month’s rent for non-residential property. 

Poverty index: how Jharkhand reduced its poor the fastest 

• Recently, the global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) report for 2019 

has been released. 

• According to the report, across India, the number of people living in 

multidimensional poverty has decreased from 690.55 million in 2005-06 to 

369.55 million in 2015-16. 

• Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh together accounted 

for 196 million MPI poor people 
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• Jharkhand reduced the incidence of multidimensional poverty from 74.9% 

to 46.5% between 2005-06 and 2015-16- the fastest in India. 

• However, the MPI report has noted that India’s progress in health 

outcomes is poor. India has the second highest stunting rate among the 

middle-income countries in Asia, the first being Pakistan. 

• Further, according to the report, the under-five mortality rate in India still 

stands at 43 per 1,000 live births. 

• Further, malaria and tuberculosis (TB) show India in poor light, with India 

scoring the worst among all Asian nations in the middle-income group. As 

many as 18.8 persons per 1,000 people live in areas vulnerable to malaria in 

India. Further, In India, TB affects 211 people per 10,000 people exposed to 

the disease. 

• The Global MPI Report is prepared by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development 

Initiative. 

• The criterion for someone to be declared as deprived as per MPI are as 

follows:(a)Education (year of schooling, child enrolment) (b)Health (child 

mortality, nutrition) and (c)Standard of living (electricity, drinking water, 

sanitation, flooring, cooking fuel, assets) 

• A person is multidimensional poor if she/he is deprived in one third or more 

(means 33% or more) of the weighted indicators (out of the ten indicators). 

Sexual offence cases not being probed in stipulated time: Report 
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• According to the Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO) 

analysis, investigation into nearly half the sexual offences cases are not 

being completed within the stipulated 60-day period in seven states. Crime 

data from Haryana, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh. Chhattisgarh, 

Rajasthan and Uttarakhand were analysed. 

• A major reason for delay in verdicts is that the fast-track courts designated 

to handle rape cases are also handling other criminal cases. 

• The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 prescribes a 60-day time-limit for 

completion of investigation in sexual offences cases. 

• In February 2019, the Home Ministry launched Investigation Tracking 

System for Sexual Offences (ITSSO). It is an analytical tool to monitor and 

track time-bound investigation. It is part of the Crime and Criminal Tracking 

Network and System (CCTNS). 

• CCTNS is a programme of Ministry of Home Affairs. It seeks to a) deliver 

various web based police related services to citizens, b) facilitate a pan-

India search of crime and criminal records of individuals through a national 

database, c) generate crime and criminal reports at the state and central 

level to inform policy interventions d) computerise police processes and e) 

establish a basic platform for an Inter-operable Criminal Justice System 

(ICJS). 

Kartarpur Gurudwara: Pakistan agrees to allow year-long visa-free 

access 
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• Indian and Pakistani officials had met at Wagah border to hold discussions 

on the Kartarpur corridor. 

• Pakistan has agreed to allow visa-free travel for Indian passport holders and 

Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) through the Kartarpur corridor. 

• Pakistan has also agreed to let 5,000 pilgrims visit the Kartarpur Sahib 

Gurdwara every day for all seven days a week. The pilgrims will be allowed 

to travel as individuals or in groups and also on foot. 

• Pakistan has also assured that no anti-India activity would be allowed using 

the corridor. India had conveyed its concerns over the presence of pro-

Khalistani elements in a 10-member committee Pakistan had set up for the 

Kartarpur project. 

• Pakistan has also agreed in principle to build a bridge on its side to make 

the corridor immune to flooding and ensure an all-weather corridor to the 

gurdwara through the year.This had emerged as a key difference during the 

technical-level talks earlier. 

• The Kartarpur Corridor is a 4km long proposed corridor comprising border 

gates, road and a bridge to link Dera Baba Nanak gurdwara in Gurdaspur 

district in India to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur in Pakistan. It is aimed 

at allowing the easy movement of Sikh pilgrims to the Kartarpur gurdwara. 

• The gurdwara in Kartarpur stands on the bank of River Ravi, about 120 km 

northeast of Lahore. It is revered as Guru Nanak’s final resting place. 

• India wants the corridor to be ready in time for pilgrims to visit Kartarpur to 

celebrate Guru Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary in November, 2019. 
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Govt readies plan for second wave of asset monetisation 

• Government will soon recommend a second list of Public Sector Units (PSU) 

assets that could be monetised to raise resources for fresh investment by 

these undertakings. 

• The Union Budget 2019 has set a high target of Rs 1.05 lakh crore from 

disinvestment for the current fiscal year compared with Rs 90,000 crore in 

the Interim Budget.  

• Apart from residual stake sales, buybacks and strategic sales, land 

monetisation will be a key component of the Centre’s attempt to raise 

resources. 

• Government has said that asset recycle and monetisation should not be 

confused with disinvestment. In disinvestment, the government offloads or 

sells part of its ownership whereas in asset monetisation, the ownership 

remains with the government but the underlying assets are leased on a 

long-term basis to private players. 

• Recently, the Cabinet had cleared the bid by Adani Enterprises for the lease 

of three airports namely Ahmedabad, Lucknow and Mangaluru operated by 

the Airports Authority of India on a public-private partnership basis. Adani 

enterprises would carry out the operations, management and development 

of the airports for 50 years. 

India elbowed out of Afghanistan peace talks 
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• Pakistan has for the first time joined the US, Russia and China’s trilateral 

consultations on the Afghanistan peace process. 

• The four countries have jointly urged the Taliban to immediately agree to a 

ceasefire and begin direct negotiations with the Afghanistan government to 

end the 18-year violence in the war-torn country. 

• However, India has neither been included in the peace negotiations nor 

have India's concerns being taken into consideration. India had opposed 

the US proposal to postpone the Afghanistan's presidential elections until 

the peace process with Taliban is finalised. 

• Further, experts have asked India to be more proactive as India's 

investment in Afghanistan has been largely with the Afghanistan 

Government. 

• Meanwhile, Afghanistan's elected government has been under concerted 

pressure as (a) Taliban has refused to engage with them (b) Taliban has 

recently increased its attacks (c) Neither US, Russia, China or Pakistan have 

given the government any place at the talks and (d) Pakistan’s airspace ban 

has cut off Afghanistan from India imposing economic costs and making a 

political point of the indispensability of Pakistan. 

• The US negotiator with Taliban has said that it has achieved progress on 

four fronts (a)assurances from the Taliban that Afghanistan will not become 

a staging ground for militant groups (b)withdrawal of US troops (c)all-

Afghan dialogue to reach agreement on peaceful future and (d)permanent 

ceasefire.  
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Govt eyes direct transfer of fertilizer subsidy 

• The government has been preparing to move on a proposal for direct cash 

transfer (DBT) of fertilizer subsidy amount to farmers’ bank accounts. 

• This proposal is aimed at disincentivizing farmers from excessive use of 

chemical fertilizers. 

• The funds transferred will be used only for buying soil nutrients while two 

options are being explored to decide the cash subsidy (a) fixing the amount 

per acre/hectare or (b) lump sum amount for all identified beneficiaries on 

the lines of PM-Kisan scheme. 

• Currently, farmers are allowed to buy as much fertilizer as they want at a 

subsidised rate and it is based on a no denying policy. The government 

directly pays the subsidy amount to manufacturers or marketing firms. This 

has led to excess use of chemical fertilizers. 

• Hence, direct payments to farmers are seen as better to ensure delivery of 

subsidies to the end-user. This will lead to (a)farmers using fertilizer 

judiciously (b)will help in the health of farmland and (c)Government 

expenditure on subsidy will also reduce due to less usage. 

• Further, some other options are also being considered for subsidy transfer. 

The first option is government can open virtual accounts and these can be 

operated once the beneficiary enters a security code in the system for 

buying fertilizer. 
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• The second option is that an e-wallet will be created in the bank account of 

every beneficiary and the amount transferred for fertilizer subsidy will be 

kept in this and can be used only for buying fertilizer. 

• However, there are few problems which needed to be dealt with such as (a) 

Some states have not yet joined the PM-Kisan scheme and (b) It might also 

be difficult to have uniform norms for both irrigated and non-irrigated land. 

Govt to look at applicability of 20% tax on ongoing share buyback 

issue 

• The Finance Ministry has said that it will look into the applicability of 20% 

tax proposed in the 2019-20 Budget on the current share buybacks by listed 

companies. 

• This tax was proposed in the budget to discourage the practice of avoiding 

Dividend Distribution Tax (DDT) through buybacks by listed companies. 

• Dividend Distribution Tax (DDT) is paid by companies who distribute their 

profits to their shareholders in the form of dividends. 

• Buyback of shares refers to the corporate action where a company 

repurchases its own shares from the existing shareholders. 

• During the buyback of shares, the price of shares is usually higher than the 

market price. Typically, companies that have excess cash with no specific 

investment or other deployment requirements consider buybacks. 
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• Further, buying back shares is also a route to make a business look more 

attractive to investors. By reducing the number of outstanding shares, a 

company’s earnings per share ratio is automatically increased. 

Panel calls for upgrading e-learning platform to virtual university 

• A panel of experts has recommended upgrading Union human resource 

development (HRD) ministry’s free e-learning Swayam platform to a virtual 

university to meet growing demand for quality education. 

• The proposal is part of the ministry’s five-year vision plan called Education 

Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme(EQUIP). 

• The panel has also proposed reconstituting Swayam into a separate 

autonomous board driven organisation under the HRD Ministry. 

• Further, the panel’s recommendations have come as the HRD ministry is 

preparing the next phase of Swayam. A degree-granting mechanism could 

be one of its ingredients. 

• SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active–Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) is a 

programme initiated by the Government of India and designed to achieve 

the three cardinal principles of Education Policy namely access, equity and 

quality.  

• The objective of this effort is to take the best teaching learning resources to 

all including the most disadvantaged. SWAYAM seeks to bridge the digital 

divide for students who have remained untouched by the digital revolution 

and have not been able to join the mainstream of the knowledge economy.  
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• This is done through an indigenous developed IT platform that facilitates 

hosting of all the courses taught in classrooms to be accessed by anyone, 

anywhere at any time. 

 

DPIIT to soon float draft national retail policy to seek stakeholders' 

views 

• The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) will 

soon introduce draft national retail policy. The policy is aimed at promoting 

growth of 65 million small traders. 

• The main elements of the policy includes (a)promoting ease of doing 

business (b)licensing (c)access to funds (d)direct selling and (e)hyper-

market related matters. 

• This policy is expected to cover different segments and could offer a level 

playing field to all players in the ecosystem while helping the smaller 

retailers modernise to meet the growing demand. 

• This policy is being brought as e-commerce firms and traditional retail 

traders have been at loggerheads with the latter accusing online retailers of 

distorting the level-playing field by offering deep discounts on back of 

foreign funding. 

• However, e-commerce firms have said that currently online retail occupies 

less than 5% of the total retail pie in India. 
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India, Russia seek to skirt US sanctions threat to arms deals 

 (GS-2)  I.R 

• Russia and India have agreed on a new mechanism which will allow payments 

for multi-billion dollar defence deals to be made using their own national 

currencies. 

• This mechanism was established after Indian banks with exposure to the US 
had suspended payments and instalments to Russia to avoid the threat of 
punitive sanctions under Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions 
Act(CAATSA). 

• Further,the US administration has also been persuading India to cancel the 

Russian S-400 missile defence system.India had signed a $5.4 billion deal to 

purchase five batteries of the Russian S-400 Triumf missile system in 2018. 

• Russia has been struggling to maintain sales of its defence sector because of 

U.S. sanctions that threaten anyone who buys Russian weapons. 

• According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, 

Russia,which is the second largest arms exporter after the US has suffered a 

17% drop in foreign weapons deals from 2014-2018 amid declining purchases 

by India and Venezuela. 

• India also has long-time strategic ties with Russia dating back to the Soviet era 

in the Cold War.Despite the decline in sales,Russia still accounted for 58% of 

the South Asian nations arms imports from 2014-18. 
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• The 2017 act of CAATSA requires the imposition of sanctions on persons and 

entities that knowingly engaged in a significant transaction with Russia’s 

defence or intelligence sectors.  

• The U.S. State Department decides whether a transaction is significant under 

the legislation while the 2019 National Defence Authorization Act provides for a 

presidential waiver from sanctions. 

• S-400 Triumf Missile System is a mobile, surface-to-air missile system (SAM).It 

is capable of engaging aircraft, UAVs,cruise missiles and has a terminal ballistic 

missile defense capability. It has an operational range of over 400 kms. 

• The S-400 Triumf is known as the SA-21 Growler by the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO).NATO members consider the S-400 a major threat 

because of its long range. 

 

No intent to exclude India from Afghan diplomacy: China 

 (GS-2)  I.R 

• China has tried to reassure India that it does not intend to exclude India from 

international diplomacy on Afghanistan. 

• This assurance came after India was excluded from the quadrilateral talks 

among China,Russia, the U.S. and Pakistan on the Afghanistan peace process. 

• The four countries had jointly urged the Taliban to immediately agree to a 

ceasefire and begin direct negotiations with the Afghanistan government to 

end the 18-year violence in the war-torn country. 
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• Further,China has said that there was no deliberate intent among the 

participants to exclude India from discussions on the Afghanistan peace 

process. 

• However,experts have said that with the institutionalisation of the quadrilateral 

mechanism,India will not be on the table where key decisions on Afghan 

reconciliation will be taken. 

Supreme Court admits petition to decriminalise abortion  

(GS-1) SOCIAL JUSTICE  

• The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a PIL filed by three women seeking 

directions to decriminalise abortion. 

• The petition has argued that women should have a right to decide on 

reproduction and abortion. 

• The petition has further said that right of reproductive choice was at the core of 

liberty and personal autonomy guaranteed under Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution. 

• It has further argued that the right to choose whether to conceive and carry 

pregnancy to its full term or to terminate is at the core of one’s privacy, 

personal autonomy, bodily integrity, self-determination and right to health. 

• The right to abortion is governed by the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 

1971. The government brought the MTP Act as a “health measure”. 

• The Act allows women to abort foetuses up to 20-weeks-old.Up to 12 weeks it 

requires no reason. 
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• Between 12 and 20 weeks the grounds for abortion are limited to a) Where 

continuance of pregnancy would cause risk to the life of the pregnant woman 

or cause grave injury to her physical or mental health and b) Where there exists 

a substantial risk that if the child is born it would suffer from such physical or 

mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped. 

• There is an exception to the 20 week bar if doctors certify serious risk to the 

pregnant women’s life in case it is continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ujjwala has cut rural women’s chest congestion by 20%: Study  

(GS-1 ) SOCIAL JUSTICE  

• According to a study by Indian Chest Society and Indian Chest Research 

Foundation, Ujjwala scheme has helped reduce chest congestion in rural 

women by 20%. The study has been published in the International Journal of 

Medical and Health Research. 

• Launched in 2016, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana is a scheme of the Ministry of 

Petroleum & Natural Gas. 
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• It aims to safeguard the health of women & children by providing them with a 

clean cooking fuel – LPG. 

• The scheme provides free LPG connections to economically weaker families. 

The connections are issued in the name of women of the households. 

• Under the scheme, cash assistance of Rs. 1600 is given to the beneficiaries to 

get a deposit-free new connection. Further, interest free loan is provided to 

purchase stove and refill by Oil Marketing Companies. 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Indian beaches in the race to crest the ‘Blue Flag’ challengeGS-3 

ENVIRNMENT  

• The Union Environment Ministry has selected 12 beaches in India to compete 

for the ‘Blue Flag’ certification. 

• The 12 beaches include: Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Bhogave (Maharashtra), Ghoghla 

(Diu), Miramar (Goa), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala), 

Eden (Puducherry), Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), Rushikonda (Andhra 

Pradesh), Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar (Andaman & Nicobar Islands). 
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• The Blue Flag certification is given to environmental- friendly, clean beaches, 

marinas which are equipped with amenities of international standards for 

tourist. 

• There are 33 environment and tourism-related conditions for Blue Flag 

Certification. Few of them include, having proper waste disposal system, 

availability of clean water for tourists, disabled friendly etc. 

• The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and marinas is run by FEE (the 

Foundation for Environmental Education) – a Copenhagen based international, 

non-governmental, non-profit organisation. The programme was first started in 

France in 1985. 

• Spain has the highest number of Blue Flag beaches, followed by, Greece and 

France. Japan and South Korea are the only countries in Asia to have Blue Flag 

beaches. 

• Society of Integrated Coastal Management (SICOM) under the Union 

Environment Ministry had conceived an integrated coastal management 

scheme named BEAMS (Beach Management Services). 

• The main objective of BEAMS programme is to reduce pollutants, promote 

sustainable development and strive for high standards in the areas of a) 

environmental management b) environmental education c) bathing water 

quality and d) safety & security services scientifically. 

Bad news: Sex ratio down. Good news: So is fertility rate (GS-1) 

CASE STUDIES, ESSAY  
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• According to data from Sample Registration System (SRS), India’s sex ratio at 

birth (SRB) fell to all-time low of 896 in 2015-17 from 898 in 2014-2016. SRB is 

defined as the number of female babies born for every 1000 male babies. 

• During the 2017 SRS survey, Chhattisgarh reported the highest sex ratio at birth 

(961) while Haryana recorded the lowest (833). 

• India’s Total Fertility rate (TFR) has fell to 2.2 in 2017 from 2.3 in 2013. TFR 

refers to total number of children born or likely to be born to a woman in her 

life time if she were subject to the prevailing rate of age-specific fertility in the 

population. 

• TFR of about 2.1 children per woman is called Replacement-level fertility. This 

represents the level at which a population can replace itself from one 

generation to other without growing or declining. Delhi has the lowest TFR at 

1.5. 

• The Infant Mortality rate (IMR) at the national level registered a marginal 

decline of 1 point from 34 in 2016 to 33 in 2017. IMR is the number of deaths 

per 1,000 live births of children under one year of age. 

• The Sample Registration System is the most regular source of vital statistics in 

India since 1964. The SRS provides information on (a) population composition, 

(b) fertility, (c) mortality, and (d) medical attention at the time of birth or death 

• The 2017 SRS Report has been compiled by the Registrar General & Census 

Commissioner under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
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In battle against spread of chikungunya and dengue, ICMR finds 

unlikely ally — bacteria 

• Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has developed a strain of the 

Aedesaegypti mosquito into which Wolbachia, a naturally occurring 

bacteria, is introduced. 

• The mosquito variant has been named the Puducherry strain. It was 

developed by ICMR in collaboration with World Mosquito Program of 

Monash University, Australia. 

• Wolbachia bacteria is introduced into male and female Aedesaegypti 

mosquitoes in the laboratory and released into the wild. Once Wolbachia 

carrying mosquitoes are released, they breed with wild mosquitoes. 

• Over time, the majority of mosquitoes carry Wolbachia. These mosquitoes 

have a reduced ability to transmit viruses to people. Thus, it reduces the 

risk of Zika, dengue, chikungunya and yellow fever outbreaks. 

• Aedesaegypti mosquitoes are the primary vector that transmit the Zika, 

dengue, chikungunya and yellow fever viruses. 

Sewer deaths: Centre calls for quick response units 

• The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry has asked all States and 

Union Territories to set up emergency response sanitation units (ERSU). 

• The ERSUs are to set up in capital cities of each State/UT and in all major 

cities having a municipal corporation and/or water and sewerage board 

with population of more than one lakh. 
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• The ERSUs would include trained cleaners wearing protective gear. The 

district Magistrate or municipal commissioner would be designated as the 

Responsible Sanitation Authority, which would organise the staff for the 

ERSU. 

• Those trained, equipped and certified as sewer entry professionals would 

be the only ones allowed to enter sewers and septic tanks. 

• The decision to set up ERSUs comes in the backdrop of recent incidents of 

workers dying while cleaning sewers and septic tanks as private individuals, 

local bodies and contractors force people to enter sewers and tanks. 

• Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 

Act 2013 prohibit employment as manual scavengers. It also prohibits 

hazardous manual cleaning of sewer and septic tanks. 

Google India’s ‘Internet Saathi’ programme to empower rural women 

• The Internet SathiProgramme will be expanded in the villages of Punjab 

and Odisha. 

• The Internet Sathiprogramme is an initiative by Google India and Tata 

Trusts. It was launched in 2015. 

• The programme aims to facilitate digital literacy among women in rural 

India. 

• Under the programme, women (Internet Sathis) are educated on how to 

use the internet. These women, in turn, impart training to other women in 

their community and neighbouring villages. 
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• The programme started as a pilot in Rajasthan. It has since then expanded 

to 2.6 lakh villages in 20 states. 

Over 820 million people suffering from hunger:UN Report 

• According to a UN report titled “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in 

the World”, more than 820 million people had suffered from hunger 

worldwide in 2018. 

• The report was prepared by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) and other United Nations agencies including the World Health 

Organization (WHO). 

• The report said that globally hunger is increasing in many countries where 

economic growth is lagging, particularly in middle-income countries and 

those that rely heavily on commodity trade. 

• The report also found that income inequality is rising in many of the 

countries where hunger is on the rise making it even more difficult for the 

poor, vulnerable or marginalised to cope with economic slowdowns and 

downturns. 

• The report also says that after decades of decline, malnutrition has began 

to increase in 2015 mainly because of climate change and war.  

• In Asia, despite great progress in the last five years, South Asia is still the 

subregion where the prevalence of undernourishment is highest at almost 

15%. 
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• The report has also noted that poverty rates have declined between 3% and 

6% per year in countries such as El Salvador, Ghana, India, Tunisia and 

Uganda. 

• The report says that the prevalence of undernourishment in India has 

declined from 22.2% in 2004-06 to 14.5% between 2016 and 2018. 

However, the number of adults (18 years and older) who are obese in India 

has grown from 24.1 million in 2012 to 32.8 million in 2016. 

• Further, it says that in the Indian Himalayas, economic slowdown coupled 

with natural resource depletion and climate change has negatively 

impacted on food production and employment opportunities. This resulted 

in increased threats to food security due to lower purchasing power. 

 

Centre, Assam move SC for sample re-verification of NRC 

• The Centre and the Assam government has moved to the Supreme Court 

urging an extension of the July 31st 2019 deadline for submission of the 

final National Register of Citizens (NRC). 

• The Centre has also sought a 20 % sample re-verification of names included 

in the final draft of the NRC in the districts bordering Bangladesh and a 10% 

sample re-verification in the remaining districts. 

• The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register which contains the 

name of all citizens of India residing in Assam. It was first prepared in 1951. 
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• Currently, the NRC is being updated in Assam to address the issue of illegal 

migrants. It seeks to identify illegal migrants in Assam who had entered the 

state on or after 25th March 1971. 

• The update is being carried out under the Citizenship Act, 1955, and 

according to rules framed in the Assam Accord, 1985. 

• The draft Assam NRC was published on July 30, 2018 in which the names of 

2.89 crore of the 3.29 crore people were included. 

321 protected monuments, sites encroached upon, RajyaSabha told 

• According to the government, more than 300 Centrally-protected 

monuments and sites, including World Heritage Sites, across India are 

under encroachment. 

• Among the monuments that have encroachments are PuranaQila in Delhi, 

Ellora Caves in Maharashtra, Sun Temple in Konark in Odisha and Brahma 

Temple in Pushkar, Rajasthan. 

• However, the government has assured that proactive steps have been 

taken by the Archaeological Survey of India under the provisions of the 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMSAR) Act, 

1958 and Rules, 1959 to curb encroachment. 

• The AMSAR Act provides for the preservation of ancient and historical 

monuments and archaeological sites and remains of national importance. 

It also provides for the regulation of archaeological excavations and for the 

protection of sculptures, carvings and other like objects. 
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• The AMSAR Act, 1958 was amended in 2010. The AMASR (Amendment and 

Validation) Act, 2010 prescribes the limits of regulated and prohibited 

area. 

• It states that no building activity is allowed in the ‘prohibited zone’ which is 

within 100 meters from the notified limits of the monument. 

• 200 meters further from the borders of the 100 meter prohibited zone is 

the ‘regulated area’. Here some building, repair and restoration activity is 

allowed with permission from the Competent Authority. 

Hawaii to begin construction of mega-telescope on July 15 

• Hawaii is set to begin the construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). 

• The project was first launched in 2015 but the construction was halted as 

protesters claimed damage to the mountain. However, Hawaii’s top court 

has ruled that observatory’s construction permit is valid paving the way for 

work to restart on Mauna Kea. 

 

• Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) is a proposed astronomical observatory with 

an extremely large telescope (ELT).It has a  primary mirror with an effective 

diameter of 30 meters. It is getting built at Mauna Kea, Hawaii, USA. 

• TMT will enable astronomers to study the Universe with exceptional detail 

right up to the first formation of stars and galaxies. It will also give finer 

details of not-so-far-away objects such as undiscovered planets and other 

objects in the Solar System and planets around other stars. 
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• The telescope will be built and operated by a consortium of institutions 

from the USA, Japan, China, India and Canada. India will contribute about 

10% of the cost of building the telescope and observatory. 

• The Indian participation will be funded by the Department of Science and 

Technology (DST) and the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE).The DST will 

be the coordinating department for the project. 

Happiness UTSAV being celebrated by Delhi Govt from 16 to 30 July 

• The Delhi government has decided to organise a 15-day “Happiness Utsav” 

across all government schools to celebrate completion of a year of 

introduction of its happiness curriculum. 

• The Delhi government launched the Happiness Curriculum in state-run 

schools in 2018. 

• The aim of the curriculum is to instil self-awareness, stimulate good 

mental health, character, and resilience in children and improve cognitive 

ability of the students. 

• The curriculum includes meditation, moral values and mental exercises. 

• The entire curriculum is purely activity-based and no formal examinations 

are conducted on it. However, a periodic assessment of children’s progress 

is made using a happiness index. 

20 million children worldwide missed out on life-saving vaccines last 

year 
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• According to data by the WHO and UNICEF, One in 10 children which is 

almost 20 million globally has missed out on life saving vaccines in 2018. 

• The report also showed that an additional 1.5 million deaths could be 

avoided if global immunisation coverage improved. 

• The main factors which are hindering the spread of vaccination worldwide 

are war and under-investment in national immunisationprogrammes. 

• The report says that the global protection against four diseases namely 

diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis and measles has stalled at around 86 % since 

2010.Ideally,it should be 95 % across countries and communities globally.  

• Further, the data provides that ten countries accounted for 11.7 of the 

19.4 million under and non-vaccinated children in the world in particular 

Nigeria (three million), India (2.6 million) and Pakistan (1.4 million). 

• The best regional performer for vaccine reach in 2018 was Europe with 

more than 90 % coverage rate. However, Africa was the lowest performing 

region. 

• The data also provides that some 350,000 measles cases were reported 

globally last year which is more than double the 2017 number. Ukraine has 

been identified as the country with the highest measles incidence rate in 

2018.  

KanSikul, KanHuan – My School, my farm 

• KanSikul, KanHuan (My School, My Farm) is an initiative of District 

Administration of Lawngtlai, Mizoram. 
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• The aim of the initiative is to make every school, Anganwadi, Child care 

institution and hostel in Lawngtlai, self-sufficient in local variety of fruits 

and vegetables by March 2020. 

• By doing so, the initiative seeks to reduce malnutrition among children. 

Lawngtlai has 35.3% stunted, 21.3% underweight and 5.9% severely wasted 

children under 5 — highest in Mizoram. 

• The initiative is a convergence of Centre’s PoshanAbhiyan with regular 

activities of departments such as Agriculture and Horticulture. 

• The PoshanAbhiyan is a multi-ministerial convergence mission with the 

vision to ensure attainment of malnutrition free India by 2022. 

Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India Bill passed in 

RajyaSabha 

• The RajyaSabha has passed the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of 

India (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

• The bill amends the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India Act, 

2008. The Act established the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of 

India (AERA).  

• The AERA regulates tariffs and other charges for aeronautical services 

provided at civilian airports with annual traffic above 15 lakh passengers.  

It also monitors the performance standard of services across these 

airports. 

• The Bill increases the threshold of annual passenger traffic for major 

airports to over 35 lakh. 
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• The Bill allows AERA to bid out any new airport at a pre-determined tariff 

structure. 

• The Bill adds that AERA will not determine: a) the tariff, b) tariff structures, 

or c) the development fees, in certain cases. These cases include those 

where such tariff amounts were a part of the bid document on the basis of 

which the airport operations were awarded. 

Government of India is running SevaBhojYojana 

• The Minister of Culture has informed the LokSabha about the 

SevaBhojYojana. 

• SevaBhojYojna is a Central Sector Scheme to provide reimbursement of 

CGST and Central Government’s share of IGST paid by charitable and 

religious institutions on purchase of specific raw food items for serving free 

food to public or devotees.    

• Under the scheme,the financial assistance will be provided for free food 

offered by charitable/religious institutions like Gurudwara, Temples, 

Dharmik Ashram, Mosques, Dargah, Church, Math, Monasteries among 

others. 

• The specific raw food items covered under the Scheme are: (i) Ghee (ii) 

Edible Oil (iii) Sugar/Burra/Jaggery(iv) Rice (v) Atta/Maida/Rava/Flour and 

(vi) Pulses. 

• These Charitable Religious Institutions should have been distributing free 

food in the form of ‘prasad’, ‘langar’/bhandara (community kitchen) to at 

least 5000 persons in a calendar month for at least the past 3 years. 
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• Further, Financial Assistance under the scheme shall be given only to those 

institutions which are not in receipt of any Financial Assistance from the 

Central /State Government for the purpose of distributing free food. 

• The Institution/Organization blacklisted under the provisions of Foreign 

Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) or under the provisions of any Act/Rules 

of the Central/State Government shall also not be eligible for Financial 

Assistance under the Scheme. 

Centre set to roll out rotavirus vaccination drive in all states by 

September this year 

• Government is set to roll out rotavirus vaccine in the universal 

immunisationprogramme across all states by September 2019.  

• As part of the exercise, all 2.6 crore children born annually in India will be 

eligible to receive free of cost the vaccine that will protect them from 

diarrhoea. 

• The vaccine is currently being administered in Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, 

Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Tripura, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and 

Tamil Nadu. By September, all remaining 25 states and Union Territories 

will be covered under the programme. 

• This initiative is one of the three 100-day targets identified by the Union 

Health Ministry. The other targets are to start a programme for setting up 

of at least one medical college or postgraduate medical institute public or 

private in every district in the country. 
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• The Ministry also plans to ban e-cigarettes. Nine states has already 

prohibited the sale, manufacture, distribution and import of e-cigarettes. 

• According to a report prepared by WHO, e-cigarettes emit nicotine which 

is the addictive component of tobacco products. In addition, nicotine can 

have adverse effects on the development of the foetus during pregnancy 

and may contribute to cardiovascular disease. 

• Rotavirus is the most common cause of severe diarrhea among infants and 

children throughout the world. Rotavirus is transmitted by the faecal-oral 

route via contact with contaminated hands, surfaces and objects and 

possibly by the respiratory route. 

Over 30 lakh persons enrolled under PM Shram Yogi Maandhan 

Scheme till July 10 

• Union Government has said that over 30 lakh persons have been enrolled 

under PradhanMantriShram Yogi Maandhan Scheme (PM-SYM). 

• PradhanMantriShram Yogi Mandhan (PM-SYM) scheme was announced in 

the interim budget 2019. 

• Under the scheme, an assured monthly pension of Rs.3000 rupees per 

month is provided to workers in the unorganised sector after 60 years of 

age. 

• An unorganized sector worker whose monthly income is Rs 15,000/ per 

month or less and belong to the age group of 18-40 years are eligible for 

the scheme. 
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• To avail the scheme, workers have to contribute an amount ranging from 

₹55 to ₹100 each month depending on their age at the time of joining the 

scheme. Government will also deposit equal matching share in the account 

of the worker every month. 

• The pension scheme comes with certain conditions such as Informal 

workers already covered under the National Pension Scheme, the 

Employees’ State Insurance Corporation Scheme or Employees’ 

ProvidentFund Scheme are not eligible and income tax payers are also not 

eligible under this scheme. 

• During the receipt of pension, if the beneficiary dies, the spouse of the 

beneficiary will be entitled to receive 50% of the pension received by the 

beneficiary as family pension. This family pension is applicable only to the 

spouse of the beneficiary.  

• In case, the beneficiary dies before the age of 60, his/her spouse will be 

entitled to join and continue or exit/withdraw from the scheme provided 

the beneficiary had given regular contribution. 

Supreme Court to rule today, says Speaker’s powers need relook 

• The Supreme Court will deliver its verdict on petitions filed by the rebel 

legislators of the ruling government in Karnataka. 

• The plea seeks a directive to the speaker of the Karnataka state assembly to 

decide on their resignations from the Legislative assembly. 
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• During the hearing, Supreme Court said that the position and powers of the 

Speaker after the enactment of the anti-defection law in 1985 may require 

a re-look. 

• The anti-defection law is contained in the 10th Schedule of the 

Constitution. It was enacted by Parliament in 1985. It came into effect on 

1st March 1985. 

• The purpose of the anti-defection law is to curb political defection by the 

legislators. The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 

• It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on 

grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a 

petition by any other member of the House. 

• There are two grounds on which a member of a legislature can be 

disqualified: a) if he/she voluntarily gives up the membership of his/her 

party and b) if a legislator votes in the House against the direction of 

his/her party and his/her action is not condoned by his party. 

• There is an exception that has been provided in the law to protect the 

legislators from disqualification. The 10th Schedule says that if there is a 

merger between two political parties and two-thirds of the members of a 

legislature party agree to the merger, they will not be disqualified. 

Brazil seeks WTO to set up dispute panel in case against India on sugar 

subsidy 
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• Brazil, Australia and Guatemala’s has requested World Trade Organization 

(WTO) to set up a Dispute settlement panel (DSB) against India’s sugar 

subsidies. 

• The countries have said that most subsidies to sugar producers in India 

violate WTO rules. Several subsidies such as the State-level export subsidies 

for sugar, Central assistance and export incentives were inconsistent with 

the WTO rules. 

• The countries have also complained that India has almost doubled the Fair 

and Remunerative Price for sugarcane and pointed out that mandating the 

mills to export 5 million tonnes of sugar in 2018-19 had led to substantial 

pricing pressures on world market prices. 

• However, India is likely to point out that most of its subsidies to sugar 

producers were in the form of production subsidies that were permissible 

under the WTO. 

• Moreover, the subsidies to exporters given for exports were for 

transportation and marketing purposes which are permitted by the WTO. 

• Further, India is likely to block the request for a panel when it is taken up by 

the DSB in its meeting as India believes that it has not violated WTO rules. 

• WTO allows panel requests to be blocked by the affected member once and 

if the complainants persist and the same request is given for a second time, 

then the dispute settlement panels are set up. 

Explained: JalyuktaShivar key for Maharashtra, but still has a long 

road ahead 
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• JalyuktaShivar is the flagship programme of the Maharashtra government. 

It was launched in December 2014.It aims to make 5,000 villages free of 

water scarcity. 

• The scheme targets drought-prone areas by improving water conservation 

measures in order to make them more water sustainable. 

• The scheme envisaged to arrest maximum run-off water especially during 

the monsoon months in village areas known to receive less rainfall 

annually. 

• Under the scheme, decentralised water bodies were installed at various 

locations within villages to enhance groundwater recharge. Besides, it has 

also proposed to strengthen and rejuvenate water storage capacity and 

percolation of tanks and other sources of storage. 

• The scheme also provides for dedicated committees to assist in the 

construction of watersheds like farm ponds, cement nullah bunds 

alongside rejuvenating the existing water bodies in the villages. 

• The scheme has helped in making 11,000 villages drought-free. The water 

storage capacity has been improved to 1.6 lakh Trillion Cubic Metre (TMC). 

• Further, the overall agriculture productivity has also jumped up 30 to 50% 

from areas where the intervention measures reached. Importantly, the 

water tanker dependency in these areas has also dropped. 

UK marks India Day with new Fast-Track Start-Up Fund 

• British Prime Minister has announced the creation of a new 40-million 

pound Fast-Track Start-up Fund. 
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• The fund will invest in Indian start-ups which focuses on India’s emerging 

technology enterprises. The fund will be supported by both the UK and 

Indian governments as part of the wider UK India-Tech Partnership. 

• The two countries has also launched three new bilateral working groups to 

tackle remaining barriers to trade in (a) food and drink (b) life sciences and 

(c) healthcare, digital and data services. 

• The three groups will identify solutions to the key issues in each sector, 

making recommendations directly to the UK and Indian ministers. These 

groups were launched as part of the 13th Joint Economic and Trade 

Committee (JETCO) meeting in UK. 

• The India – UK JETCO was established on 13th January, 2005 to further 

develop a strategic economic relationship and nurture business led 

vehicles to enhance bilateral trade and investment. 

• JETCO provides a forum to United Kingdom companies to enhance their 

links and develop new partnerships with India business and decision-

makers. 

Banks’ bad loans down at 9.34 lakh crore at FY19-end 

• Finance minister has informed the Parliament that Gross non-performing 

assets(NPA) of scheduled commercial banks has declined by Rs 1.02 lakh 

crore to Rs 9.34 lakh crore in 2018-19. 

• Non-performing assets (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or 

interest payment remained overdue for a period of 90 days. 
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• The decline in number of bad loans is a result of government’s 4Rs strategy 

which is recognition, resolution, recapitalisation and reforms. 

• The other measures taken the government includes (a) directions to banks 

to examine all NPA accounts above Rs 50 crore from the angle of possible 

fraud (b) enactment of Fugitive Economic Offenders Act 2018 (c) creation 

of Central Fraud Registry (d) empowering heads of Public Sector Banks to 

request for issue of Look Out Circular. 

• The minister also informed that other steps under the banking reform 

process such as a board-approved loan policies in public sector banks, and 

use of third party data sources for comprehensive due diligence across 

data sources have been put in place to check frauds. 

• Further, strict monitoring in cases of high-value loans, deployment of 

specialised monitoring agencies for loans above Rs 250 crore have been set 

up to ensure timely and better realisation of settlements. 
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Bill to revamp medical education cleared 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved the National Medical 
Commission Bill. 

2. The National Medical Commission Bill 2019 proposes to 
repeal the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

3. If enacted, the current Medical Council of India would be 
replaced by a National Medical Commission. 

4. The Commission will have four autonomous boards: a) 
Undergraduate Medical Education Board, b) Post-Graduate 
Medical Education Board, c) Medical Assessment and Rating 
Board, and d) Ethics and Medical Registration Board. 

5. The commission also be responsible for regulating fees and 
all other charges for half the seats in private medical colleges 
and deemed universities. 

6. The bill proposes a common final year MBBS exam called 
National Exit Test (NEXT) to start medical practice. It will 
also be used for entrance into postgraduate medical courses, 
and act as a screening test for foreign medical graduates. 

7. The Bill proposes to unify all entrance procedures for medical 
courses. The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), 
common counselling and NEXT will be applicable to 
Institutes of National Importance (INIs) such as the All India 
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Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to ensure uniform 
standards. 

8. The bill also proposes to set up a Medical Advisory Council as 
a separate entity. It will serve as the primary platform 
through which the states will put forward their views and 
concerns before the NMC. 

 

Dam Safety Bill gets nod from CCEA 

1. Union Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 
cleared the Dam Safety Bill, 2019 

2. The bill aims to put in place a systematic procedure to ensure 
that dams in India are made and maintained safely. 

3. The Bill provides for the constitution of a National 
Committee on Dam Safety. Functions of the Committee 
include: a) formulating policies and regulations regarding 
dam safety standards and prevention of dam failures, and b) 
analysing causes of major dam failures and suggesting 
changes in dam safety practices. 

4. The Bill also provides for establishing a National Dam Safety 
Authority as a regulatory body to implement the policy. The 
bill also provides for establishing State Dam safety 
Organizations (SDSO). 
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5. Functions of the SDSOs include: a) keeping perpetual 
surveillance, inspecting, and monitoring the operation and 
maintenance of dams, b) keeping a database of all dams, and 
c) recommending safety measures to owners of dams. 

6. The Bill lays the onus of the dam safety on the dam owner 
and requires the owners of specified dams to provide a dam 
safety unit in each dam. 

7. The Bill provides penalties for commission and omission of 
certain acts. Offenders will be punishable with imprisonment 
of up to one year or a fine, or both. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana 

1. Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC), had 
launched Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana in 2018. The 
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scheme is being implemented on pilot basis for a period of 
two years 

2. The scheme is for Insured Persons covered under the 
Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948. 

3. The scheme provides for a relief payable in cash directly to 
the Bank Account in case an insured person is rendered 
unemployed and is in search for new engagement. 

4. The cash benefit given to the unemployed persons searching 
for new employment is 25% of his average earning of 90 days. 

5. The Employees’ State Insurance Act 1948 (the ESI Act) 
provides for medical, cash, maternity, disability and 
dependent benefits to the Insured Persons under the Act. 

6. The ESI Act is administered by Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC), Ministry of Labour and Employment. 

Elon Musk unveils project on mind-machine interface 

1. Neuralink startup has unveiled a project on human and 
machine intelligence interface 

2. Neuralink has developed technology meant to be implanted 
into the brain. It is designed to allow people to operate 
computers and smartphones with their thoughts. It has 
developed a robot to insert those threads in the brain, under 
the direction of a neurosurgeon. 
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3. Neuralink has planned to seek US Food and Drug 
Administration’s approval for a human clinical trial on a 
version of its device that is only intended for patients with 
serious unmet medical diseases. The first clinical trial will 
target patients with complete paralysis due to an upper spinal 
cord. 

4. Neuralink is a neurotechnology company founded by Elon 
Musk in 2016. It aims to build a scalable implant to connect 
human brains with computers. 

Remnants of Iron Age in Malampuzha 

1. Explorers from Government Victoria College have discovered 
iron implements from the catchment area of the Malampuzha 
dam in the Palakkad district. The iron implements were 
unearthed from a cist burial found in the area. They belong to 
the Iron Age in Kerala. 

2. In Kerala, the Iron Age burials dated back to 700 BC. These 
burials are the evidence for secondary burials which was 
practised during that period. 

3. The iron implements were spotted during a survey of Iron 
Age sites and burials as part of a University Grants 
Commission (UGC)-aided project that began in 2014. 

Incredible India Campaign Wins Pata Gold Award 2019 
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1. The “Find the Incredible You” campaign (Incredible India) of 
the Tourism Ministry, has won the Pacific Asia Travel 
Association (PATA) Gold Award, 2019. The award was won 
under the “Marketing – Primary Government Destination” 
category. 

2. As part of its promotional initiatives annually, the Ministry of 
Tourism releases global media campaigns under the 
‘Incredible India’ brand line. 

3. The ‘Incredible India 2.0’ was launched in September 2017. 
The campaign focusses on digital and social media and the 
promotion of niche tourism products of the country. 

4. As part of the 2.0 campaign, five new television commercials 
were produced by the ministry, which were aired globally on 
television and social media. 

5. These are – Yoga – “The Yogi of the Racetrack”, Wellness – 
“The Reincarnation of Mr. and Mrs. Jones”, Luxury – “The 
Maharani of Manhattan”, Cuisine – “The Masala Master 
Chef” and Wildlife – “The Sanctuary in Paris”. 

6. The campaign strategy was to shift the focus from the 
external experience of tourist destinations to the internal 
experience of travellers themselves. 

7. The transformative experiences was brought out in form of 
films in the format of autobiographies of travellers, with the 
tagline “Find the Incredible You”. 
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8. PATA Gold Awards are given to tourism industry 
organizations and individuals making outstanding 
contribution towards the successful promotion of the travel 
industry throughout the Asia Pacific Region. 

Launching the Broadband Readiness Index for Indian 
States and Union Territories (2019-2022) 

1. The Department of Telecom(DoT) and the Indian Council for 
Research on International Economic Relations(ICRIER) has 
signed an MoU to develop a Broadband Readiness 
Index(BRI) for Indian States and UT. 

2. This index was recommended by the National Digital 
Communication Policy (NDCP),2018.It had said that a BRI 
for States and UTs should be developed to attract 
investments and address Right of Way(RoW) challenges 
across India. 

3. The first BRI estimate will be made in 2019 and subsequently 
every year until 2022. 

4. The index will access the states digital readiness both on the 
demand and supply parameters that would also spur 
competitiveness among them and create new opportunities in 
the wireless infrastructure space. 
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5. The index would also create a collaborative institutional 
mechanism between the Centre,states and local bodies and 
other stakeholders. 

6. The index will consists of two parts.The first part will focus 
on infrastructure development based on the measurement of 
nine parameters including availability of state policy on right 
of way and towers,adoption of national building 
code,percentage of mobile towers connected with fibre 
among others. 

7. The second part will consist of demand side parameters 
such as percentage of households using computers with an 
internet connection, internet users as a percentage of the 
population, smart phones density among others. 

Reservation of Limboo and Tamang Communities 

1. Government of India has informed Parliament that a 
proposal for reservation of seats for Limboo and Tamang 
communities in Sikkim Legislative Assembly is under 
consideration. 

2. Article 371F(f) and Article 332 of the Constitution of India 
govern reservation of seats in the Legislative Assembly of 
Sikkim. 

3. Article 332 mandates reservation of seats for Scheduled 
Tribes(STs) in the State Legislative Assembly. 
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4. Article 371-F(f) states that Parliament may make 
provisions for protecting the rights and interests of different 
sections of the population of Sikkim by reserving seats in the 
Legislative Assembly for such sections of people. 

5. Further,it empowers the Parliament to delimit Assembly 
constituencies from which candidates belonging to such 
sections alone may contest elections. 

6. The Limboo are Kirati people indigenous and native to the 
Himalayan Limbuwan region of the Indian subcontinent in 
what is now modern-day Eastern Nepal, Northern Sikkim, 
India and Western Bhutan. 

7. The Tamang are the largest Tibetic ethnic group of Nepalis 
and Indian Gorkhas.Traditionally Buddhist by religion,they 
Constitute 5.6% of the Nepalese population.Indian Tamangs 
are also a significant number in Sikkim and Darjeeling 
District of West Bengal. 

Extinction of Great Indian Bustard, Lesser Florican: SC 
forms panel to frame emergency plan 

1. The Supreme Court has constituted a high powered 
committee to urgently frame and implement an emergency 
response plan for the protection of Great Indian Bustard and 
the Lesser Florican. 
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2. The committee was formed on a plea which has contended 
that the population of the Great Indian Bustard and Lesser 
Florican has seen a sharp decline over the past few decades. 

3. The petitioner blamed various reasons for the threats faced 
by the two birds including mortality by collision with 
infrastructure,particularly power lines and wind 
turbines,depletion of grasslands and hunting. 

4. The Great Indian Bustard is a bustard found in India and 
the adjoining regions of Pakistan.It is found in 
Rajasthan,Gujarat,Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh in India.It is also the State bird of Rajasthan. 

5. The bird is a critically endangered species in the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red 
List.It is also protected in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection)Act,1972. 

6. The lesser florican (Sypheotides indicus) also known as the 
likh or kharmore is the smallest in bustard family.It is 
endemic to the Indian Subcontinent. 

7. These bustards are found mainly in northwestern and central 
India during the summer but are found more widely 
distributed across India in winter.The bird is an endangered 
species in the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s (IUCN) Red List. 
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Power Minister reviews first ever Draft 
Plan for Power Distribution Sector 
prepared by CEA 

1. Union Minister of State for Power and New & Renewable 
Energy (IC) has reviewed the Draft Distribution Perspective 
Plan for power sector in India. 

2. The draft plan is the first ever plan at Distribution level which 
has been prepared by the Central Electricity Authority(CEA) 
under the guidance of the Ministry of Power. 

3. The efforts towards making a Distribution plan is aimed at 
sustaining the goal of 24X7 uninterrupted power for all with 
increasing demand of electricity by consumers. 

4. The plan lays emphasis on 100% metering of all consumers 
and providing an electricity connection on demand.  

5. The plan also envisages frontier technology initiatives with an 
objective of providing reliable quality power supply to 
consumers.  
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6. Additionally,the plan also envisages conversion of all 
Electricity consumer meters into smart meters in prepaid 
mode within the next three years.  

7. Smart metering would empower consumers with tools to help 
them conserve energy and plan their electricity usage in an 
efficient and optimum manner. 

8. The plan anticipates an increase in Distribution substation 
capacity by 38%, Distribution transformation capacity by 
32% and an increase in different types of feeder lengths by 
27-38% till 2022. 

Open to improving Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana: 
Agriculture Minister 

1. Union Agriculture Minister has told the Lok Sabha that the 
government is working on making Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojna(PMFBY) more effective. 

2. The Centre is planning to make changes such as (a)making 
crop insurance voluntary to all farmers (b)removal of high 
premium crops and (c)giving flexibility to states to provide 
customised add on products. 

3. The ministry has also proposed three-year compulsory 
allocation of work to insurance companies by states to 
prevent repeated tendering process that delays 
implementation of the scheme. 
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4. The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (Prime 
Minister’s Crop Insurance Scheme) was launched in 
2016.The scheme has replaced the two schemes National 
Agricultural Insurance Scheme(NAIS) as well as the Modified 
NAIS. 

5. PMFBY envisages a uniform premium of 2% to be paid by 
farmers for Kharif crops and 1.5% for Rabi crops.The 
premium for annual commercial and horticultural crops will 
be 5%. 

6. The PMFBY mandates compulsory coverage for all loanee 
farmers and non-loanee farmers too are encouraged. 

7. The scheme is open to all food and oilseeds crops and annual 
commercial horticultural crops for which past yield data is 
available and for which the requisite number of Crop Cutting 
Experiments are conducted as part of the General Crop 
Estimation Survey(GCES). 

Steps Taken to Deal with Cyber Crime and Cyber 
Security 

1. Minister of State for Home Affairs has informed the 
Parliament about the steps taken by the Government to deal 
with Cyber Crime and Cyber Security. 
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2. The Government has launched the online cybercrime 
reporting portal to enable complainants to report complaints 
pertaining to Child Pornography or sexually explicit content.  

3. The Central Government has also rolled out a scheme for 
establishment of Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre(I4C) to handle issues related to cybercrime in the 
country in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. 

4. The government has also established a National Critical 
Information Infrastructure Protection Centre(NCIIPC) for 
protection of critical information infrastructure in the 
country. 

5. Further,Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and 
Malware Analysis Centre) has also been launched for 
providing detection of malicious programmes and free tools 
to remove such programmes. 

6. Government has also formulated Crisis Management Plan for 
countering cyber attacks and cyber terrorism. 

7. The government has also been conducting cyber security 
mock drills and exercises regularly to enable assessment of 
cyber security posture and preparedness of organizations in 
Government and critical sector. 

8. The government has also asked all organizations providing 
digital services to report cyber security incidents to CERT-In 
expeditiously. 
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9. The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team(CERT-In) 
is an office within the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.It is the nodal agency to deal with 
cyber security threats like hacking and phishing. 

Cabinet okays amendments to bankruptcy code 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill,2019. 

2. The bill places greater emphasis on time-bound resolution 
and laying down voting rules of the financial creditors. 

3. The amendment provides that the resolution process has to 
be completed within 330 days including litigations and other 
judicial process.Presently,the resolution plan for an insolvent 
company has to be cleared within 270 days. 

4. The amendment also mandates that the bankruptcy 
resolution or liquidation decided under the bankruptcy 
framework is binding on central,state and local governments 
to whom the insolvent company owes dues. 

5. The amendments proposed to rework voting rights in the 
case of companies where there are a large number of 
creditors such as homebuyers and bondholders. 

6. According to the new formula,if more than half of these 
creditors who are present approve a plan,it will be considered 
that the entire class of creditors has approved it. 
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7. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code(IBC) was enacted in 
2016 to facilitate a time-bound resolution for ailing and sick 
firms.It could either be through closure or revival,while 
protecting the interests of creditors. 

Bimal Jalan panel finalises report on RBI capital, 
surplus transfer 

1. RBI had constituted a panel on Economic capital 
framework(ECF) to address the issue of RBI reserves.The 
panel was headed by Bimal Jalan. 

2. The panel has decided to recommend the RBI to transfer the 
excess capital from RBI to the government over 3 to 5 years.It 
will also recommend that the framework should be reviewed 
periodically. 

3. The panel was formed after the government has said that the 
RBI should hand over its surplus reserves amid a shortfall in 
revenue collections. 

4. The RBI’s annual surplus transfers are key to the government 
bridging the budget deficit as it aims to lower the fiscal deficit 
to 3.0% of the gross domestic product next fiscal from the 
3.3% target this year. 

5. The panel was formed to decide (a)whether RBI is holding 
provisions, reserves and buffers in surplus of the required 
levels (b)It would propose a suitable profit distribution policy 
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taking into account all the likely situations of the RBI and 
(c)will also suggest an adequate level of risk provisioning that 
the RBI needs to maintain. 

6. Economic capital framework refers to the risk capital 
required by the central bank while taking into account 
different risks.It reflects the capital that an institution 
requires or needs to hold as a counter against unforeseen 
risks or events or losses in the future. 

7. The central bank transfers its surplus to the government in 
accordance with Section 47 (Allocation of Surplus Profits) of 
the RBI Act.The act says that the amount will be arrived at 
after making provision for (a) bad and doubtful debts (b) 
depreciation in assets (c) contributions to staff and (d) 
superannuation fund. 

8. The government believes that RBI is sitting on much higher 
reserves than it actually needs to tide over financial 
emergencies that India may face.Some central banks around 
the world like the US and UK keep 13% to 14% of their assets 
as a reserve compared to RBI’s 27%. 

Pakistan must review Kulbhushan Jadhav’s death 
sentence rules International Court of Justice 

1. The International Court of Justice(ICJ) has ruled in favour of 
India in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case.It has asked Pakistan to 
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review his conviction and sentencing and also grant consular 
access to India. 

2. The ICJ has found that the treatment of kulbhushan Jadhav 
by Pakistan was in contravention of the Vienna Convention. 

3. However,the ICJ has rejected India’s demands for Jadhav to 
be released.It said that Pakistan would have to decide how to 
review the trial and conviction of the Jadhav. 

4. Kulbhushan Jadhav,an Indian national was convicted of 
conducting ‘subversive activities’ for the Indian government 
in Pakistan and has been sentenced to death by a Pakistani 
military court.However, India have denied all these charges 
and said that he was abducted from Iran. 

5. India had approached the ICJ on the grounds that Pakistan 
had breached Vienna Convention on Consular Relations by 
refusing consular access to Kulbhushan Jadhav.Further,India 
had got a stay order preventing Pakistan from executing 
former naval officer. 

6. The Vienna Convention of 1961 is an international treaty 
that defines a framework for diplomatic relations between 
independent countries. Article 36 of this treaty states that 
foreign nationals who are arrested should have the right to 
inform about their arrest at its consulate. 

7. The ICJ was established in 1945 at Hague,Netherlands.It is 
composed of 15 judges elected to nine-year terms of office by 
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the United Nations General Assembly and the Security 
Council.Its objective is to settle legal disputes submitted to it 
by (a)states (b) duly authorized international branches and 
(c) UN General Assembly. 
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Karnataka crisis: What’s a ‘whip’, and what does it do? 

1. A whip in parliamentary parlance is a written order that party 
members be present for an important vote, or that they vote only in a 
particular way. In India all parties can issue a whip to their members. 

2. Parties appoint a senior member from among their House contingents 
to issue whips — this member is called a Chief Whip. The Chief Whip 
is assisted by additional Whips. 

3. There are three kinds of whips- a) one line whip, b) two line whip and 
c) three line whip. 

4. A one-line whip, underlined once, is usually issued to inform party 
members of a vote, and allows them to abstain in case they decide not 
to follow the party line. 

5. A two-line whip directs them to be present during the vote. 
6. A three-line whip is employed on important occasions such as the 

second reading of a Bill or a no-confidence motion, and places an 
obligation on members to toe the party line. 

7. In India, rebelling against a three-line whip can put a lawmaker’s 
membership of the House at risk 

8. The anti-defection law, 1985, contained in the 10th Schedule of the 
Constitution allows the Speaker to disqualify such a member. The only 
exception is when more than a third of legislators vote against a 
directive, effectively splitting the party. 

Gender neutral POSCO bill introduced in RS 

1. The government has introduced Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (Amendment) Bill 2019 in the Rajya Sabha. The bill seeks to 
amend POSCO Act, 2012. 
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2. The amendment bill provides for gender neutral application of 
stringent punishment, including death penalty, for aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault of both girl and boy below 16 years of age. 

3. For the first time, the bill carries a definition of child pornography and 
provide for levy of fines and imprisonment of up to 5years to curb 
child pornography. 

4. Amendments are also proposed to protect children from sexual 
offences in times of natural calamities. 

5. The POCSO Act, 2012 was enacted to protect the children from 
offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. The 
Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age. 

Child labour in film, TV comes under scanner 

1. The Union Labour and Employment Ministry has expressed concern 
over violations of child labour rules in film and television industry. 

2. It has also urged the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to 
ensure strict compliance by the industry with the norms on working 
conditions for children. Further, it has said that mandatory 
disclaimers should be presented when children appear on screen. 

3. Child Labour is prohibited in India under the Child Labour 
(Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986 (amended in 2016) and Child 
Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2017. 

4. Under the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment 
Rules, 2017, child artistes are supposed to work for a maximum of five 
hours a day and not more than three hours without rest. 

5. The rules also require permission from the District Magistrate and an 
undertaking by the producer. It also states that one person each 
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should be deployed for ensuring the safety and security of a maximum 
of five children 

6. It also states that children should not be away from schooling for more 
than 27 days. Further the rule mandates 20% of their income to be 
deposited in a fixed deposit in their name 

7. The Rules further mentions that if a child was involved in filming, the 
film should include a disclaimer saying that all measures were taken 
to ensure that no abuse, neglect or exploitation of the child took place 
during shooting. 

INS Sagardhwani Flagged Off for ‘Sagar Maitri’ 

1. Marine Acoustic Research Ship, INS Sagardhwani, has set sail for a 
scientific venture called Sagar Maitri (Marine & Allied 
Interdisciplinary Training and Research Initiative) Mission- 2 

2. The ship’s mission has been conceptualised by Defence Research and 
Development Organization (DRDO). It is in consonance with the 
Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Safety and Growth of All in the Region’ 
(SAGAR) 

3. SAGAR seeks to promote closer cooperation in socio-economic 
aspects, as well as greater scientific interaction, especially in ocean 
research in underwater acoustics, among Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
countries. 

4. The prime objectives of the SAGAR MAITRI mission-2 are a) data 
collection from the entire North Indian Ocean, focusing on the 
Andaman Sea and adjoining seas and b) establishing long term 
collaboration with eight IOR countries in the field of ‘Ocean Research 
and Development’. 
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5. The first Sagar Maitri mission was held in April 2019 when INS 
Sagardhwani visited Myanmar. 

6. INS Sagardhwani is an indigenously built ship commissioned in 1994. 
7. It is owned by Naval Physical & Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL) – 

a R&D establishment of the DRDO.  

CMs’ panel mulls move to tie State farm reforms to funds 

1. The Central government had set up a high powered committee of 
seven chief ministers led by Maharashtra’s CM as its convenor. The 
panel has discussed various measures to transform Indian agriculture 
and raise farmers’ income. 

2. The panel has said since agriculture is a State subject, all the States 
must be brought on board for time-bound reforms in the agriculture 
sector. 

3. The panel has discussed various measures such as (a) scrapping of the 
Essential Commodities Act for the food sector (b) Review of 
agriculture subsidies (c) Dismantling of market monopolies and (d) 
Steps to increase private investment. 

4. Further, they have also discussed ways to ensure fair prices and end 
manipulative monopolies in the local markets and also to remove the 
obstacles in the implementation of the digital e-NAM system. 

5. The panel also considered the need for better coordination between 
the Agriculture and Commerce Ministries to ensure a dynamic pricing 
policy based on global market trends for major agricultural 
commodities. 

6. The panel has also stressed on the need to digitise the entire 
agricultural process from sowing and marketing to using drones and 
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satellites for crop surveillance. It also called for bringing down the cost 
of institutional credit available for farming. 

Upliftment of Women of Backward Communities 

1. Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment has informed 
the Parliament about the women specific schemes under National 
Backward Classes Finance and Development Corporation(NBCFDC), 

2. The minister informed that NBCFDC runs two women specific 
schemes for women whose annual family income is less than Rs.3 lakh 
per annum. 

3. The schemes are Mahila Samridhi Yojana which provides 
microfinance to women entrepreneurs of Backward Classes and  

4. New Swarnima Scheme for Women which provides term loan to 
inculcate the spirit of self-dependence among the women of Backward 
Classes. 

5. NBCFDC was incorporated in 1992 as a non profit company under 
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of 
India. 

6. It aims to improve and develop the economic activities for the 
members of Backward Classes who are living below the poverty line. 

India draws new ‘red lines’ for talks on Afghan peace 
process 

1. India has shared a table with the Taliban for the first time in 
November, 2018.India has now spelt out its three new red lines on the 
peace and reconciliation process in Afghanistan. 
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2. The first is that all initiatives and processes must include all sections 
of the Afghan society including the legitimately elected government. 
This is important as the Afghan government was often side-lined by 
international interlocutors when they engaged with the Taliban.  

3. The second is that any process should respect the constitutional 
legacy and political mandate. This means that the achievement of 
establishing democratic processes and human rights including 
women’s rights should be respected. 

4. The third is that any process should not lead to any ungoverned 
spaces where terrorists and their proxies can relocate. This is crucial 
for India as it points out the threat from terrorist groups including the 
Haqqani network, Al Qaeda must not be allowed to operate from 
Afghanistan. 

5. Experts have said that these new red lines are seen to be more realistic 
and in sync with the current situation. India now needs to be more 
articulate about this and proactive diplomatically so that it can be part 
of the regional initiatives on Afghanistan. 

6. Earlier, India had said that it is for the elected government of 
Afghanistan to draw the red lines or lay down terms and conditions 
for negotiating with the Taliban. 

7. The Afghan government had stated that the Taliban must accept the 
Afghan Constitution, renounce violence and sever all ties with al 
Qaeda and other terrorist organisations. 

Transmission sector needs ₹5 lakh crore investment for 
future needs 
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1. Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has said that India’s vision of a 
5 trillion-dollar economy will require an estimated investment of Rs 5 
lakh crore in the transmission sector over the next few years. 

2. CII said that India will be consuming 1.8 trillion units by 2025 as 
India’s growth trajectory accelerates and this requires large 
investments in the transmission sector particularly at the state level.  

3. CII has recommended the separation of the Central Transmission 
Utility from the Power Grid Corporation of India since the set up is 
currently creating a conflict of interest between the two. 

4. CII also highlighted the fact that current guidelines for the 
construction of transmission lines as laid out by the Central Electricity 
Authority did not leave enough scope for adopting new technologies. 
This increases the capital expenditure and the per unit tariff. 

5. CII has also recommend (a)upgrading capacities within existing 
infrastructure (b)redefining the scope of planning for the centre which 
should be based on the capacity of the transmission line instead of the 
geography where the same is located and (c)need to bring in 
competition and move away from the cost-plus approach or regulated 
tariff mechanisms. 

6. The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) is a business association in 
India. It is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and 
industry managed organization. 

Ethanol biorefinery to come up in Vidarbha 

1. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) will set up 
Maharashtra’s first ever ethanol biorefinery in Vidarbha’s Bhandara 
district. The plant will manufacture ethanol from rice straw.  
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2. The Government of India is encouraging production of Second 
Generation (2G) Ethanol from agricultural residues to provide 
additional sources of  remuneration to farmers. 

3. The Bio-Refineries will also contribute to a cleaner environment due 
to usage of waste rice straw for Ethanol production thereby reducing 
waste straw burning in fields. Blending of ethanol in petrol will also 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions as compared to fossil fuels. 

4. This will also boost the infrastructural development in the area and 
overall improvement in livelihood of people. Further, blending of 
ethanol enhances self-sufficiency of the country by reducing oil 
imports thereby saving foreign exchange. 

5. The National Policy on Biofuels, 2018 aims to increase the 
percentage of ethanol in petrol and diesel. Currently, it is at nearly 2% 
in petrol, while in diesel, biofuel is less than 0.1%.An indicative target 
of 20% of ethanol in petrol and 5% of biodiesel in diesel is also 
proposed by 2030. 

G7 urges strict Libra regime, eyes minimum tax 

1. G7 Countries has said that digital currencies such as Facebook Libra 
raise serious concerns and must be regulated as tightly as possible to 
ensure they do not upset the world’s financial system. 

2. Recently, Facebook had decided to launch a crypto currency called 
Libra. The currency is designed not to be a speculative asset like 
Bitcoin but a form of digital money backed by a reserve of assets. 

3. The G7 Countries has also opposed the idea that companies could 
have the same privilege as nations in creating means of payment but 
without the control and obligations that go with it. 
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4. The countries has also said that Facebook’s ambitions for a digital 
currency might not only weaken their control over monetary and 
banking policies but also pose security risks. 

5. The G7 also agreed that large tech companies such as Google, Amazon 
,Facebook or Apple can be taxed in the countries in which they make 
money even without being physically present there. 

6. The Group of 7(G7) is a group consisting of Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom and the United States. The 
European Union is also represented within the G7. 

7. These countries are the seven major advanced economies as reported 
by the International Monetary Fund. The G7 is actually an informal 
grouping whose summits typically focus on large issues of global 
economy and governance. 

8. Crypto currency is a digital currency. It uses strong cryptography to 
secure financial transactions, control the creation of additional units 
and verify the transfer of assets. E.g. Bitcoins, ethereum etc. 

SEBI opposes Centre’s proposal to transfer surplus 
money to CFI 

1. Securities and Exchange Board of India(SEBI) has written to the 
government seeking a review of the Budget proposal that mandates 
transferring 75% of the market regulator’s surplus funds to the central 
government 

2. SEBI said that the proposal would result in compromising its 
autonomy and its ability to function effectively towards the progress 
and development of the Indian securities market. 

3. The Finance Bill,2019 has proposed a 75% cash transfer from the 
Sebi’s general fund to the Central government after creating a ‘reserve 
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fund’ of the annual surplus. The transfer is proposed to take place 
after SEBI incurs all expenses mandated under the law establishing it. 

4. The Securities and Exchange Board of India(SEBI) is the regulator for 
the securities market in India. It was established in 1988 and given 
statutory powers in 1992 through the SEBI Act,1992. 

WHO declares ebola outbreak in Congo a global health 
emergency 

1. The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared the Ebola crisis 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo a public health emergency of 
international concern. 

2. Public health emergency is defined as an extraordinary event that is 
determined to constitute a public health risk to other States through 
the international spread of disease and it requires a coordinated 
international response. 

3. The public emergency announcement is the highest level of alarm that 
is only raised during the gravest of outbreak. 

4. Ebola virus disease (EVD) formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic 
fever, is a severe often fatal illness in humans. The virus is transmitted 
to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population 
through human-to-human transmission. 

5. Ebola initially causes sudden fever, intense weakness, muscle pain and 
a sore throat. It progresses to vomiting, diarrhoea and both internal 
and external bleeding. Patients tend to die from dehydration and 
multiple organ failure. 

Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga Project 
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1. Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas has informed the Rajya 
Sabha that Government has taken various policy initiatives to increase 
the domestic production of crude oil and natural gas. 

2. Pradhan Mantri Urja Ganga project aims to provide piped 
cooking gas to residents of Varanasi and later to millions of people in 
states like Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Odisha. 

3. The government estimates that around 5 lakh gas cylinders will be 
sent at rural areas annually. 

4. According to GAIL, with the Urja Ganga project,20 lakh households 
will get PNG connections. The project is said to be a major step 
towards collective growth and development of the Eastern region of 
India. 

5. GAIL has built a network of trunk pipelines covering the length of 
around 11,000 km. With Urja Ganga project, this number will further 
increase by 2540 km. 

Cabinet nod to 2,880MW hydel project in Dibang 

1. Union Cabinet has approved the Dibang Multipurpose Project (MPP) 
in Arunachal Pradesh. 

2. Dibang Multipurpose Project is envisaged as a storage-based 
hydro-electric project with flood moderation as the key objective. 

3. The construction of project shall prevent the sizeable downstream 
area from floods. 

4. This is the largest ever hydro-electric projects to be constructed in 
India. The dam is 278 metres high and will be the highest dam in 
India once completed. 

5. Further, this project is located on river Dibang in Lower Dibang Valley 
District of Arunachal Pradesh. 
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Zakir Hussain,Sonal Mansingh selected as 2018 Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Fellows 

1. Recently, the General Council of the Sangeet Natak Akademi has 
announced its awards in the field of performing arts for the year 2018. 

2. The Akademi has selected table maestro Zakir Hussain, classical 
dancer Sonal Mansingh, dancer Jatin Goswami and scientist K 
Kalyanasundaram Pillai as Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellows. 

3. The Sangeet Natak Akademi is India’s national academy for music, 
dance and drama. 

4. It was created by a resolution of the then Ministry of Education, 
Government of India in 1952 with Dr P.V. Rajamannar as its first 
Chairman. 

5. It is presently an Autonomous Body of the Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India and is fully funded by the Government for 
implementation of its schemes and programmes. 

6. The Akademi is responsible for the establishment and maintenance of 
institutions and projects of national importance in the field of 
performing arts. 

7. The awards given by Akademi are: Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Fellowships (Akademi Ratna), Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 
(Akademi Puraskar) and Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar. 

Aadhaar can take you places,but not to Nepal 

1. The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC) 
has ruled that Aadhaar cannot be construed as any other ID issued by 
the Government of India for travelling to a country. 
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2. This ruling came after complaint was filed seeking compensation from 
an airline for refusing to accept Aadhaar card as a valid document for 
travel to Nepal. 

3. The NCDRC is a quasi-judicial commission in India which was set up 
in 1988 under the Consumer Protection Act of 1986.Its head office is 
in New Delhi. The commission is headed by a sitting or retired judge 
of the Supreme Court of India.    

4. The Aadhaar number is a verifiable twelve-digit unique identity 
number issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) to the residents of India. It is linked with the resident’s 

demographic and biometric information. 

Ujjawala Scheme 

1. The Ujjawala scheme is the Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of 
Trafficking and Rescue, Rehabilitation and Re-integration of Victims 
of Trafficking for Commercial Sexual Exploitation. 

2. The scheme is run by Ministry of Women and Child Development. It 
was launched in 2007. 

3. The scheme aims at preventing trafficking of women and children for 
commercial sexual exploitation, facilitate rescue of victims from the 
place of their exploitation and provide both immediate and long-term 
rehabilitation to the victims. 

4. The scheme also seeks to facilitate reintegration of the victims into the 
family and society at large. 

5. Further the scheme also seeks to facilitate repatriation of cross-border 
victims to their country of origin. 

6. The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (amended in 1986) is the 
primary legislation for the prevention of human trafficking and sexual 
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exploitation for women and girls. Further, Section 370 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) defines trafficking and penalizes offenders. 

7. Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) 
Bill, 2018 was passed in Lok Sabha in 2018. It creates a law for 
investigation of all types of trafficking, and rescue, protection and 
rehabilitation of trafficked victims.  

8. Article 23 of the Indian Constitution prohibits trafficking in human 
beings and forms of forced labour. 

MoU Signed between Ministry of Health and Ministry of 
AYUSH for ‘Tuberculosis Free India’ initiative 

1. Ministry of AYUSH and Ministry of Health & Family Welfare have 
signed MoU to establish inter-sectorial convergence to eliminate 
tuberculosis in India by 2025. 

2. The collaboration aims at development of linkages and integration of 
TB care services within the infrastructure and institutional network of 
AYUSH 

3. The Indian government has had put forward National Strategic Plan 
(NSP) for TB Elimination, 2017-2025. The plan is a framework to 
provide guidance for the activities of various stakeholders to reduce 
the burden of TB mortality and morbidity. 

4. In 2018, the government launched the TB Free India campaign to take 
activities under NSP for TB Elimination. The campaign seeks to 
eliminate TB in India by 2025- 5 years ahead of the Sustainable 
Development Targets (SDG 3.3) which sets the goal to 2030. 

5. TB is an infectious airborne bacterial disease caused 
by Mycobacterium tuberculosis. 
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7,000 species added to IUCN ‘Red List’ 

1. International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has 
updated its Red List. The list has assessed the extinction risk of almost 
106,000 species. 

2. 27% of the assessed species are threatened and at a risk of extinction. 
More than 7,000 species from around the world were added to the 
endangered category of the Red List in the latest update. 

3. According to IUCN, Wedgefishes and giant guitarfishes, known 
collectively as Rhino Rays are now the most imperilled marine fish 
families on Earth. 

4. Further, seven species of primate are closer to extinction on the new 
list, including the Roloway Monkey of Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana. 

5. The Red List, produced by the IUCN, is the most authoritative 
assessment of the status of species. 

6. There are 9 categories in the Red List: a) Extinct, b) Extinct in the 
Wild, c) Critically Endangered, d) Endangered, e) Vulnerable, f) Near 
Threatened, g) Least Concern, h) Data Deficient and i) Not Evaluated. 

7. Among the categories, Critically Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) 
and Vulnerable (VU) species are considered to be threatened with 
extinction 
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RTI Amendment Bill to be introduced in  Lok Sabha today 

1. The Government has introduced a Bill to amend the Right to Information Act, 
2005 in the Lok Sabha. The amendment bill proposes two fundamental changes. 

2. First, it proposes to change the tenure of the Central Information Commissioner 
(CIC) and Information Commissioner (IC) at the centre and state levels from five 
years or until the age of 65 years at present to for such term as may be prescribed 
by the Central Government. 

3. Second, it proposes to change the salaries and allowances of CIC and IC as may 
be prescribed by the Central Government. 

4. The RTI Act,2005 provided that at the central level, the salaries and allowances of 
the CIC and IC would be the same as that of the Chief Election 
Commissioner(CEC) and Election Commissioner (EC) respectively.  

5. The Government has said that the amendment was needed as the functions being 
carried out by the Election Commission of India and the Central Information 
Commissions are totally different.  

6. Election Commission is a constitutional body established under Article 324 of the 
Constitution of India. But the Central and State Information Commissions are 
statutory bodies established under the RTI Act of 2005. 

7. Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests 
for government information. The basic objective of the Right to Information Act is 
to (a) empower the citizens (b) promote transparency, accountability in the 
Government (c) contain corruption and (d) make our democracy work for the 
people in real sense. 

8. The CIC is an 11 member commission set up under the Right to Information Act, 
2005 as a quasi judicial body. It is the highest appeal body available to applicants 
seeking information under the RTI Act. 

WEF Centre, Telangana govt set to send medical supplies via drones 

1. Telangana Government and the World Economic Forum’s Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution Network has announced the ‘Medicine from the Sky’ 
project. 
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2. The project aims to deliver emergency medical supplies such as blood and 
vaccines via drones. The project will run in partnership with the State 
Government and Health Net Global Limited. 

3. The project will also help facilitate decision-making in healthcare supply chains, 
focus on last-mile deliveries and address issues that affect the medical 
distribution system. 

4. Drones or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) are unmanned aircraft piloted from a 
remote pilot station. 

5. In 2018, the Director General of Civil Aviation has announced the policy 
delineating what classifies as remotely piloted aircraft. It also outlined how they 
can be flown and the restrictions they will operate under. 

6. It stated that drones can be operated by someone who is over 18 years of age. 
He/she should have cleared the Class X examination in English and should have 
undergone DGCA ground and practical training. 

7. The DGCA has clarified that no remote pilot can operate more than one drone at 
any time. Drones cannot be flown within 5 km of the perimeters of the airports in 
Mumbai, Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad and within 3 km 
from the perimeter of any other airport. 

Motihari- Amlekhgunj petroleum pipeline will be a game-changer for 
Nepal: Indian Ambassador 

1. Indian Ambassador to Nepal has announced that Motihari- Amlekhgunj 
petroleum pipeline will start commercial operation by August, 2019. 

2. The 69-kilometre long petroleum pipeline from Motihari in Bihar to Amelkhgunj 
in Nepal has been constructed by India. 

3. The project will reduce the huge transportation cost for Nepal. The commercial 
operation of the oil project will also ensure reduction in fuel prices. 

4. The project will ensure smooth, cost-effective and environmentally friendly supply 
of petroleum products to Nepal and will also help in tackling the oil storage 
problem in Nepal. 

5. The Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil pipeline project was first proposed in 1996. 
However, the project finally edged closer to reality during Indian Prime Minister’s 
visit to Nepal in 2014. 
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Simplify procedures to attract vendors: Piyush Goyal to GeM officials 

1. Commerce and Industry Minister has asked officials of the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) to simplify the public procurement portal’s procedures. 

2. The government aims to achieve Rs 1 lakh crore in GeM’s gross merchandise 
volume in 2019-20. 

3. The minister has suggested measures such as (a) incentives for ministries 
procuring products and services through GeM (b) bringing in technical experts for 
specialised products and (c) creating more categories to maximise usage of the 
portal. 

4. The minister has also requested all ministries and government departments to 
nominate a Joint Secretary-level officer to coordinate with GeM and identify more 
products and services that may be procured through the platform. 

5. Government e Marketplace is an online marketplace setup in 2016 for 
procurement of commonly used goods and services by government ministries, 
departments and CPSEs. It aims to enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in 
public procurement. 

6. GeM has been envisaged as National Procurement Portal of India. It functions 
under Directorate General of Supplies and Disposals (DGS&D), Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

7. GeM is a completely paperless, cashless and system driven e-marketplace that 
enables procurement of commonly used goods and services with minimal human 
interface. 

Union HRD Minister releases Deeksharambh 

1. The Union Minister of Human Resource Development has released UGC Guide to 
Student Induction Programme called “Deeksharambh”. 

2. The Programme aims to engage with the new students as soon as they come into 
the institution before regular classes start. The programme will be implemented 
by University Grants Commission (UGC). 

3. The programme will help new students (a) adjust and feel comfortable in the new 
environment (b) inculcate in them the ethos and culture of the institution (c) help 
them build bonds with other students and faculty members and (d) expose them 
to a sense of larger purpose and self-exploration. 
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Palau signs International Solar Alliance Framework agreement 

1. Palau has signed the International Solar Alliance (ISA) Framework Agreement. 
2. Palau became the 76th country to sign the ISA Framework Agreement, which till 

now has been ratified by a total of 54 of the 76 countries. 
3. The ISA is an alliance of more than 122 countries initiated by India most of them 

being sunshine countries which lie either completely or partly between the Tropic 
of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

4. The ISA was established by the Paris Declaration. It is headquartered at 
Gurugram, India. The primary objective of the alliance is to work for efficient 
exploitation of solar energy to reduce dependence on fossil fuels. 

5. The alliance is a treaty-based intergovernmental organization. Countries that do 
not fall within the Tropics can join the alliance and enjoy all benefits as other 
members with the exception of voting rights. 

6. The ISA’s objectives includes global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar 
generation capacity and mobilisation of investment of over US$ 1000 billion into 
solar energy by 2030. 

Centre raises over Rs 10,000 crore on net basis via CPSE ETF 

1. The Central Government has raised over Rs 10,000 crore on a net basis from the 
5th further fund offer (FFO) of the Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE) 
Exchange Traded Fund(ETF). 

2. The government aims to raise Rs 1.05 lakh crore through disinvestment in 2019-
20 up from Rs 85,000 crore raised last fiscal. Disinvestment is defined as the 
action of an organisation or government selling or liquidating an asset or 
subsidiary. 

3. Government has constructed a fund to sell the shares in PSUs. It is called CPSE 
Exchange Traded Fund. The CPSE ETF is managed by Reliance Nippon Life 
Mutual Fund. 

4. CPSE ETF comprises shares of the 11 public sector undertaking companies which 
are (a)ONGC (b)Coal India (c)IOC (d)Oil India (e)PFC (f)REC (g)Bharat 
Electronics (h)NTPC (I)SJVN (j)NLC and (k)NBCC. 
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5. Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) are index funds that are listed and traded on stock 
exchanges just like regular shares. They are a basket of stocks with assigned 
weights that reflect the composition of an index. 

6. The ETFs trading value is based on the net asset value of the underlying stocks 
that it represents. The ETF is aimed at helping speed up the government’s 
disinvestment programme. 

Paramarsh Scheme 

1. The Ministry of Human Resource and Development has recently launched the 
Paramarsh scheme. It is a scheme under the University Grant Commission (UGC) 

2. Under the Paramarsh scheme, the leading institutions will provide regular 
mentoring to help NAAC Accreditation Aspirant Institutions achieve high quality 
standards. 

3. The Scheme will be implemented through a “Hub & Spoke” model. Under the 
Scheme, the Mentor Institution called the “Hub” will be centralized. 

4. It will guide the Mentee institution through the secondary branches, called the 
“Spoke”, through a variety of services provided to the mentee for self-
improvement. 

5. The scheme also proposes to provide financial assistance to the mentoring 
institutions and the option of appointing an expert, who can be paid a fellowship 
amount of Rs 31,000 per month. 

6. The significance of the scheme is: a) will lead to enhancement of the mentee 
institutions’ quality, b) mentee institution will also have increased exposure and 
speedier adaptation to best practices and c) there will be sharing of knowledge, 
information and opportunities for research collaboration and faculty development 
in mentee institutions 

7. The National Accreditation and Assessment Council (NAAC) is an autonomous 
body that assesses and accredits higher education institutions (HEIs) in India. It 
assesses the higher learning institutes on the basis of seven parameters. 

Lok Sabha passes Protection of Human Rights (Amendment Bill) 2019 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill 2019. 
The bill seeks to amend the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. 
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2. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 was enacted to provide for the 
constitution of a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the State Human 
Rights Commission (SHRC) and the Human Rights Courts for protection of 
human rights. 

3. The bill provides that besides a former chief justice of India, as is the current 
requirement, a former Supreme Court judge can also become the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) chairperson. 

4. Similarly, a former high court judge can also become a state human rights 
commission chairperson besides a high court chief 

5. The bill also provides for including the chairpersons of the National Commission 
for Backward Classes, the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights 
and the Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities as members of the 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 

6. Further, the bill provides for a reduction in the tenure of chairpersons of national 
and state human rights bodies to three years from the current five years. 

7. The bill also provides for increasing the Members of the Commission from two to 
three of which, one shall be a woman. 

8. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is a statutory body which deals 
with promotion and protection of human rights in India. 

India set to sign US-like defence logistics sharing pact with Russia 

1. India and Russia are finalising a defence agreement called the Agreement on 
Reciprocal Logistics Support(ARLS). 

2. The agreement will simplify interoperability and enable military platforms to 
receive support and supplies across bases in both nations. 

3. Currently, India has a defence logistics sharing agreement with the US.A similar 
agreement was also inked with France in 2018. 

4. Further, if the pact is signed India will be a rare nation that has such a strategic 
agreement with both the countries namely US and Russia. 

5. The agreement will be most beneficial to the Navy as warships will get access to 
mutual ports and exclusive economic zones to refuel and pick up supplies. 

6. The Indian Navy which has a significant strength of Russian origin warships will 
be able to smoothly transit through for exercises using the agreement while the air 
force will find it easier to deploy aircraft for joint exercises. 
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7. Russia can also use ports like Mumbai and Visakhapatnam. Besides ports Russia 
would also be able to access airbases.  

8. India could also get access to Northern route and ports in Russian part of the 
Arctic. India is looking at an Arctic station in the near future and Russia could be 
partner. Russia has also assured India access to energy resources in the vast Arctic 
region. 

Govt. opposes NEXT for MBBS students 

1. The Tamil Nadu government has opposed the provision in the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) Bill proposing a common final-year MBBS exam- National 
Exit Test (NEXT). 

2. According to the state government, such an exam could be held for those studying 
medicine abroad and coming to India for practice, not for MBBS students in 
India. 

3. The state government has also opined that provisions of the Bill are against the 
federal principles and undermine rights of States. 

4. Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the National Medical Commission Bill, 
2019 which proposes to repeal the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

5. If enacted, the current Medical Council of India would be replaced by a National 
Medical Commission. 

6. The bill proposes a common final year MBBS exam called National Exit Test 
(NEXT) to start medical practice. It will also be used for entrance into 
postgraduate medical courses, and act as a screening test for foreign medical 
graduates. 

7. The Bill proposes to unify all entrance procedures for medical courses. The 
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), common counselling and NEXT 
will be applicable to Institutes of National Importance (INIs) such as the All India 
Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to ensure uniform standards. 

8. The bill also proposes to set up a Medical Advisory Council as a separate entity. It 
will serve as the primary platform through which the states will put forward their 
views and concerns before the NMC. 

Assam NRC: SC questions need for sample reverification 
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1. The Supreme court has questioned the plea made jointly by the Centre and Assam 
to extend the deadline for publication of the final National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) from July 31 in order to conduct a sample reverification process. 

2. The Centre and Assam government had sought a 20 % sample re-verification of 
names included in the final draft of the NRC in the districts bordering Bangladesh 
and a 10% sample re-verification in the remaining districts. 

3. The rationale behind the sample reverification is to identify illegal immigrants 
who may have been included in NRC list, especially in the districts bordering 
Bangladesh. 

4. The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register which contains the name of 
all citizens of India residing in Assam. It was first prepared in 1951. 

5. Currently, the NRC is being updated in Assam to address the issue of illegal 
migrants. It seeks to identify illegal migrants in Assam who had entered the state 
on or after 25th March 1971. 

6. The update is being carried out under the Citizenship Act, 1955, and according to 
rules framed in the Assam Accord, 1985. 

7. The draft Assam NRC was published on July 30, 2018 in which the names of 2.89 
crore of the 3.29 crore people were included. 

Summer User Trials of Nag Missile successfully Conducted by Indian Army 

1. The Indian Army has successfully carried out summer user trials of NAG missile 
at Pokhran Field Firing Ranges in Rajasthan.  

2. The completion of summer user trials will now pave the way for production and 
induction of the missile system into the Army. 

3. The Nag missile is a third generation fire-and-forget anti-tank guided missile. It 
is an all weather, top attack missile with a range of 3 to 7 km.  

4. The missile can seek and destroy all known enemy tanks during day and night or 
under any adverse weather condition. The missile is launched from the NAG 
missile carrier(NAMICA) which is capable of carrying up to six combat missiles. 

5. The missile has been developed by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation(DRDO) under the Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme(IGMDP). 
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6. The other missiles developed under the IGMDP include the Agni, Prithvi and 
Akash. The Trishul project was shut down after being developed as a technology 
demonstrator. 

7. Nag is incorporated with many advanced technologies including the Imaging 
Infrared(IIR) Seeker with integrated avionics, a technology which is processed by 
a few nations in the world. 

Centre rejects SEBI plea to amend provision for transferring reserves 

1. The Finance Ministry has refused to accept the request from the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India(SEBI) to amend the provision that mandates 
transferring 75% of the market regulator’s surplus funds to the central 
government. 

2. SEBI had written to the government seeking a review of the Budget proposal that 
mandates transferring 75% of the market regulator’s surplus funds to the central 
government 

3. SEBI said that the proposal would result in compromising its autonomy and its 
ability to function effectively towards the progress and development of the Indian 
securities market. 

4. The Finance Bill,2019 has proposed a 75% cash transfer from the Sebi’s general 
fund to the Central government after creating a ‘reserve fund’ of the annual 
surplus. The transfer is proposed to take place after SEBI incurs all expenses 
mandated under the law establishing it. 

5. The Securities and Exchange Board of India(SEBI) is the regulator for the 
securities market in India.It was established in 1988 and given statutory powers in 
1992 through the SEBI Act,1992. 

6. The Finance Bill is a money bill. This means that once passed by the Lok Sabha, 
it can become law unchanged even if the Rajya Sabha proposes to amend it. In 
effect, passing the Finance Bill in the Lok Sabha means that the government has 
chosen to ignore SEBI’s concerns. 

Bihar police stations to have separate officers for investigation and law and 
order 
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1. The Bihar police has decided to bifurcate its forces on the lines of investigation 
and law and order at base level of police stations from August 15,2019. 

2. Bihar police will have separate sets of officers, head constables and constables to 
look after investigation and law and order. 

3. This will also allow police stations to devote up to 70% of its force for 
investigation. In less sensitive police stations the ratio can be 50:50 or as decided 
by the station in-charge. 

4. This move comes in the backdrop of improper investigation and pendency of 
cases. About 1.4 lakh cases are pending in the state. 

5. Further, women police personnel will also not be posted at police stations which 
do not have separate toilets for women. 

RBI Governor, state-run bank CEOs discuss slow rate transmission 

1. The Reserve Bank of India Governor has discussed the issues of banking sector 
with the officials of Public sector banks (PSBs) and Indian Banks 
Association(IBA). 

2. During the meeting, the issue of less than desired level of transmission of 
monetary policy rates was discussed with the banks. Even though the RBI has cut 
the Repo rate by 75 basis points in 2019, banks have not fully passed on the 
benefits to their customers. 

3. The meeting also discussed about giving impetus to resolution of stressed assets 
facilitated by revised framework for resolution announced by the RBI and 
strengthening internal control mechanism for improved fraud risk management. 

4. The recent initiatives to address issues relating to non-banking financial 
companies(NBFCs) and the role banks can play in mitigating lingering concerns 
also came up for discussion. 

5. RBI Governor has also underlined the importance of expanding and deepening 
the digital payments ecosystem in line with the recommendations of the Report 
on Deepening of Digital Payments and the Reserve Bank’s Payment System Vision 
Document 2021. 

6. The Banks has said that it will identify one district in each state to make it 100% 
digitally enabled within a time frame of one year in close coordination and 
collaboration with all stakeholders including state level bankers’ 
committees(SLBCs),state governments among others. 
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5.6cr Indians lived outside their state of birth in 2011 

1. According to Census 2011 migration data, more than 5.6 crore Indians lived in 
states other than the ones they were born in. 

2. UP, Bihar, Rajasthan and MP had the highest ‘outmigration’. Maharashtra, Delhi 
and Gujarat had the largest ‘in-migration’. 

3. Among larger states, Bihar had the lowest number of people migrating into the 
state and most of the migrants came from Jharkhand and UP. Migrants from 
Bihar moved more towards the eastern states of Jharkhand, West Bengal and 
Assam. 

4. People born in UP constituted the largest share (45%) of Delhi’s migrant 
population followed by Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

5. In most southern states, people from neighbouring states constituted the largest 
share of the migrant population. In Kerala, Bengalis (5%) were the only significant 
non-southern migrant population. 

6. Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand had more in-migration than out-
migration. While, UP, Bihar and Rajasthan had negative net migration i.e. more 
people left the state than coming in. 
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World Bank study on PMGSY: ‘Rural roads scheme triggered shift 
from farm to non-farm employment’ 

1. A recent independent World Bank assessment of the Pradhan Mantri 
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) has noted that the scheme led to a shift 
from farm to non-farm employment particularly among men in the 
habitations studied between 2009 and 2017. 

2. The report also noted that due to improved connectivity there has been a 
positive impact on child immunisation, childbirths in hospitals, and 
schooling of both boys and girls in rural areas 

3. PMGSY was launched in 2000. The scheme is under the aegis of Ministry 
of Rural Development. 

4. It aims to provide connectivity, by way of an All-weather Road to the 
eligible unconnected habitations of designated population size (500+ in 
plain areas and 250+ in North-East, hill, tribal and desert areas). 

5. Recently, the government has approved the launch of Phase-3 of Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). 

6. Under the PMGSY-III Scheme, the government has proposed to 
consolidate roads measuring 1.25 lakh km in length in the states. 

7. Further, construction of bridges of up to 150m in plain areas and 200 m 
in Himalayan and north eastern states have been proposed. 

Govt bans use of antibiotic Colistin in animal feed, poultry, aqua 
farms 

1. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has issued an order 
prohibiting the manufacture, sale and distribution of colistin and its 
formulations for food producing animals, poultry and aqua farms. 

2. Colistin is a polypeptide antibiotic from the group of polymyxins. It is 
predominantly used in veterinary medicine in the treatment of intestinal 
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diseases as well as other infections. The drug has been highly misused in 
India’s poultry industry. 

3. In humans, it is used as a last line therapy to treat infections caused by 
multidrug-resistant Gram-negative bacteria. According to the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), Colistin is a “reserve” antibiotic. 

4. The prohibition comes as an effort to curb the growing menace of 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR). One of the major cause of AMR is the 
rampant use of antibiotics in livestock animals and poultry. 

5. A 2017 global study on antibiotic use in farm animals projected the 
consumption of antibiotics through animal sources to nearly double 
during 2013-2030. 

6. The study had ranked India the fourth largest consumer of antibiotics in 
food animals globally after China, the United States and Brazil. 

7. Anti-microbial resistance is the ability of a microorganism (like bacteria, 
fungi, viruses, and some parasites) to stop an antimicrobial (such as 
antibiotics, antifungals, antivirals and antimalarial) from working against 
it. 

8. The World Health Organization (WHO) recognises AMR as a serious 
threat to global public health. 

India China to have Joint Military Exercise in Meghalaya 

1. India and China will hold the 8th edition of the annual military exercise 
Hand in Hand in December 2019. 

2. The exercise will take place at Umroi, Meghalaya. 
3. It is at the company level, meaning around 100-120 infantry troops from 

both sides will be participating. 
4. It will be based on counter-terrorism and humanitarian assistance and 

disaster relief operations. 
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5. Hand-in-Hand military exercises are tactical-level operations that aims to 
build closer relations between Indian and Chinese armies. The first Hand 
in Hand exercise was held in Kunming, China in 2007. 

6. The 6th edition of the exercise was held in Pune in 2016. The 7th edition 
was held in Chengdu region of China in 2018. 

7. The India-China Hand-in-Hand military exercise was cancelled in 2017 
amid the heightened tensions between the two countries following the 
Doklam standoff. 

Thirty Meter Telescope 

1. There have been protests in Hawaii over Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) – 
a proposed astronomical observatory with an extremely large telescope 
(ELT). It is proposed to be built on Mauna Kea, a dormant volcano and 
the highest point in Hawaii. 

2. The protests are taking place as Mauna Kea is considered to be a sacred 
ground by native Hawaiians. Spain’s Canary Islands is a backup site, if the 
TMT cannot be built on Mauna Kea. 

3. The Thirty Meter Telescope is called so because of its 30 m prime mirror 
diameter. 

4. The TMT is being designed and developed by the TMT International 
Observatory LLC (TIO) – a non-profit international partnership of 
institutions from the USA, Japan, China, India and Canada. India will 
contribute about 10% of the cost of building the telescope and 
observatory. 

5. The TMT will provide information about the nature of “first-light” objects 
and their effects on the universe’s evolution. It will also observe the 
formation and development of the large-scale structures by looking at 
faint distant galaxies and the intergalactic medium, providing 
information the nature of dark matter that are inaccessible using any 
other techniques. 
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6. It will also help detect and investigate black holes that reside in the center 
of many distant galaxies, and study in detail the black hole in the center of 
Milky Way.  

7. TMT will also help in advancing knowledge of the physical processes that 
lead to star and planet formation. 

Lucknow to host DefExpo next year 

1. The Defence Ministry has announced that Lucknow will host the 11th 
edition of DefExpo from February 5 to 8, 2020. It is the first time that the 
exhibition will take place in Uttar Pradesh. 

2. The theme of the DefExpo 2020 will be “India: the emerging defence 
manufacturing hub” and it will be focussed on “digital transformation of 
defence” 

3. The DefExpo will provide an opportunity to the major foreign Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) to collaborate with the Indian defence 
industry and help promote ‘Make in India’ initiative 

4. It will also provide a platform for Defence industry OEMs, exhibitors and 
private industry to display their latest innovations and capabilities. 

5. The DefExpo is a biennial event. It offers Indian defence industry the 
opportunity to showcase its capabilities and promote its export potential. 
The last DefExpo was held in Chennai in 2018. 

Not even 1 in 5 Indian rural households gets piped water, govt tells 
Parliament 

1. The Jal Shakti Ministry has told the Parliament that only 18% of India’s 
rural households have access to piped water. 

2. The Ministry has also reiterated that it aims to supply piped water to all 
rural households under its Jal Jeevan Mission. 
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3. Jal Jeevan Mission seeks to provide safe and adequate drinking water 
through individual household tap connections (HarGharJal) to all rural 
households by 2024 

4. The Mission will focus on integrated demand and supply-side 
management of water at the local level. It seeks to implement source 
sustainability measures recharge and reuse through grey water 
management, water conservation, rain water harvesting. 

5. The Jal Jeevan Mission seeks to converge with other Central and State 
Government Schemes to achieve its objectives of sustainable water supply 
management across India. 

World celebrates 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 moon landing 

1. July 20th marked the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 moon landing. Apollo 
11 was the fifth crewed mission of NASA’s Apollo program. 

2. On 20 July 1969, the Eagle module from Apollo 11 landed at Tranquility 
Base, a site on Moon. 

3. Neil Armstrong, one of the astronaut aboard the Apollo 11, made history 
by becoming the first person to walk on the Moon. Buzz Aldrin, another 
astronaut, became the second person to walk on moon. 

4. NASA has recently announced its new manned mission to the moon -
Artemis. ARTEMIS stands for Acceleration, Reconnection, Turbulence 
and Electrodynamics of the Moon’s Interaction with the Sun.     

 

                                                     

1. New panel to discuss cultural safeguards for Assam on July 24 
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1. The Home ministry has constituted a high-level panel to suggest ways to 
implement Clause 6 of the 1985 Assam Accord.The panel is headed by 
former Gauhati high court judge Justice Biplab Kumar Sarma. 

2. The ministry had to reconstitute the panel after four of the nine members 
named on the earlier panel had refused to be a part of it. 

3. Assam Accord is a Memorandum of Settlement (MoS) signed between 
representatives of the Government of India and the leaders of the Assam 
Movement – a movement against illegal immigrants in Assam. It was 
signed in 1985. 

4. Clause 6 of the Assam Accord envisages that appropriate constitutional, 
legislative and administrative safeguards should be provided to protect, 
preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage 
of the people of Assam. 

5. The panel will examine the effectiveness of actions taken since 1985 to 
implement the clause and to assess the appropriate level of reservation of 
seats in Assam’s legislative assembly and local bodies for the indigenous 
people. 

What has changed in RTI Act? 

1. The government has introduced Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 
2019. The bill seeks to amend the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005 

2. RTI Act 2005 sets the term of the Chief Information Commissioner (CICs) 
and Information Commissioners (ICs) at the Centre and state levels at 
five years (or until the age of 65, whichever is earlier). 

3. The amendment bill 2019 proposes that the appointment will be for such 
term as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

4. RTI ACT 2005 states that salaries, allowances and other terms of service 
of the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the 
Chief Election Commissioner, and those of an Information Commissioner 
shall be the same as that of an Election Commissioner. 
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5. At the state level, CIC and IC salary shall be equivalent to election 
commissioner and Chief Secretary respectively. 

6. The amendment proposes that the salaries, allowances and other terms of 
service of the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information 
Commissioners at Centre and state level should be prescribed by the 
Central Government. 

7.  The RTI Act 2005 provides that Public Authorities are required to make 
disclosures on various aspects of their structure and functioning. This 
includes: a) disclosure on their organisation, functions, and structure, b) 
powers and duties of its officers and employees, and c) financial 
information. 

8.  The aim of the Act is to promote transparency and accountability in the 
working of Public Authorities.    

9.  Under the Act, ‘Public Authorities’ include bodies of self-government 
established under the Constitution, or under any law or government 
notification. 

India enters 37-year period of demographic dividend 

1. According to studies, India has entered a 37 year period of demographic 
dividend since 2018. 

2. The period of demographic dividend will last till 2055. This has been 
created as India’s working-age population (people between 15 and 64 
years of age) has grown larger than the dependant population (children 
aged 14 or below plus people above 65 years of age) 

3. United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) defines demographic dividend 
as the growth potential that results from shifts in a population’s age 
structure. The transition happens largely because of a decrease in the 
Total fertility rate (TFR) (the number of births per woman), after the 
increase in life expectancy gets stabilised. 
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4. However, it is important to note that Demographic dividend provided by 
the increasing share of working age adults is a temporary phase. To reap 
the benefits of demographic dividend, India should invest in the 
education and health of the workforce and provide employment 
opportunities to the youth. 

5. Examples of countries who successfully reaped the benefits of 
demographic dividend and experienced rapid growth because of changing 
population structure include Japan, China and Singapore. 

India warns WTO’s appeals body may collapse 

1. India has warned of the collapse of the World Trade Organization’s 
(WTO) Appellate Body. 

2. This statement came as the US has repeatedly blocked the selection 
complaining the Appellate Body failed to follow the rules in the Dispute 
Settlement Understanding. 

3. The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental 
organization that is concerned with the regulation of international trade 
between nations. 

4. The WTO officially commenced in 1995 under the Marrakesh Agreement 
signed by 124 nations replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). Currently, it has 164 members and 22 observer 
governments with Afghanistan and Liberia being the latest to join. 

5. The Appellate Body of the WTO was established in 1995 with its seat in 
Geneva, Switzerland. It is a standing body of seven persons. It hears 
appeals from reports issued by panels in disputes brought by WTO 
Members. 

6. The Appellate Body can uphold, modify or reverse the legal findings and 
conclusions of a panel. The Appellate Body Reports once adopted by the 
Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) must be accepted by the parties to the 
dispute. 
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Kerala to set up nation’s first Space Systems Park 

1. The Kerala government will set up the country’s first Space Systems 
Park at the upcoming Knowledge City in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. 
The project will be implemented by the State Government’s Electronics 
and IT Department. 

2. The facility will seek to attract global start-ups working in the space sector 
and also make it as a major manufacturing hub for space-related 
technology, research and development. 

3. The Space Park will also house Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Knowledge Centre 
and Space Museum being developed by the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC) as a memorial to the former President and top space scientist. 

4. Further, other major centers of ISRO located in the city will help create a 
robust ecosystem for space technology applications and research. 

Government to roll out big push for infrastructure 

1. India has decided to organize an annual global investor’s meet in the 
country similar to the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos. 

2. The idea for holding a summit is being mooted at a time the government 
is looking to attract more investments from overseas. This will spur 
economic growth and generate more jobs. 

3. India also wants to tap investors who can help fund ₹100 crore to build 
infrastructure over the next five years. 

4. The summit will be anchored by the National Investment and 
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF). 

5. NIIF was set up in 2015 as an investment vehicle for funding 
commercially viable Greenfield, brownfield and stalled projects in the 
infrastructure sector. 

6. NIIF invests in areas such as energy, transportation, housing, water, 
waste management and other infrastructure-related sectors in India. 
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Revamp of Army Headquarters to get under way by the end of July 

1. The Defence Ministry has approved the proposal to restructure the Army 
Headquarters. 

2. The aim of the restructuring of army headquarters is (a) to enhance the 
operational and functional efficiency (b) optimize budget expenditure (c) 
facilitate force modernisation and (d) address aspirations. 

3. The army has decided to create a new Deputy Chief (Sustenance) who is 
going to look after all procurements. The Master-General Ordnance will 
report to the Deputy Chief to bring all ammunition under one head. 

4. Currently, the Army has two Deputy Chiefs, one for information systems 
and training and the other for planning and systems. These functions are 
being brought under one authority to avoid overlapping. 

5. A new post of Additional Director-General (ADG), Vigilance is being 
created who will report directly to the Army chief. There will be a new 
position of ADG (Human Resources) who shall take proactive action on 
HR violations. 

6. The entire training function will move under the Army Training 
Command (ARTRAC) which will be shifted from Shimla to Meerut.  

7. Further, the Director-General, Rashtriya Rifles (RR) now based in Delhi, 
will be moved to Udhampur under an Additional Director-General where 
the Northern Command is located. 

Overseas bonds: Major advantages in raising long term funds, says 
NITI VC Rajiv Kumar 

1. Finance Minister has announced in the Budget that it plans to raise a 
portion of its gross borrowing from overseas markets using sovereign 
bonds. 

2. A government bond or sovereign bond is a form of debt that the 
government undertakes wherein it issues bonds with the promise to pay 
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periodic interest payments and also repay the entire face value of the 
bond on the maturity date. 

3. The Centre plans to raise around $10 billion from global markets in the 
second half of FY20.However,when the government raises funds in 
foreign currency, it has to bear the risk of currency movements. 

4. NITI Aayog Vice chairman has said that the government has taken the 
decision being cognisant of all the associated risks. He has said that the 
government will be prudent in raising funds abroad and provision will be 
made in accounts to account for currency volatility. 

5. Further, he said that there can be major advantages in raising long term 
funds because many interested players in these will be long term pension 
funds, retirement funds. So government can launch 20-year papers which 
will help in private investments. 

6. This proposal along with the government’s asset monetisation plan and 
the move to give up majority equity shareholding in state-owned 
companies are aimed at freeing up resources for private investments. 

 

Railway roadmap: Govt to invite private players to run routes 

1. The government has laid out a blueprint for a substantial boost in India’s 
infrastructure. A key element of that is the upgrade of Indian Railways. 

2. However, the Finance Minister has accepted that the government did not 
have the fiscal space to make the kind of heavy investments that are 
required to modernise the Railways. 

3. As modernising railways requires an investment of Rs 50 lakh crore 
between now and 2030.The capital outlays for Railways is just about Rs 
1.6 lakh crore per annum and even completing sanctioned projects would 
take decades. 
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4. Hence, the government will be inviting private companies to own and 
operate trains on select routes. Further, it is also planning to corporatise 
the seven production units that build coaches, engines and wheels. 

5. A holding company called the Indian Railway Rolling Stock Company 
(IRRC) will also be established.It will control and independently manage 
all these factories. 

Centre’s decision to bring amendments to RTI Act draws criticism 
from activists 

1. Activists and former information commissioners have opposed the 
Centre’s move to amend the Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

2. The amendment proposes to empower the government to fix the term of 
service of information commissioners. It also proposes to change the 
salaries and allowances of CIC and IC as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government. 

3. However, activists have said that the amendments would dilute the Act 
and curtail the independence of the Chief Information Commissioner 
(CIC) and other information officers. 

4. The activists has said that the amendment would also allow Centre to 
simply transfer any authority be it the CIC or any of the SICs in the event 
a case is directed against the interests of the government. 

5. Further, former CIC have said that fixed tenure of five years for 
Information Commissioners are part of basic structure of the existing law 
and any amendment to these provisions undermines the basic structure 
of the RTI. 

6. Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen 
requests for government information. The basic objective of the Right to 
Information Act is to (a)empower the citizens (b)promote transparency, 
accountability in the Government (c)contain corruption and (d)make our 
democracy work for the people in real sense. 
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7. The CIC is an 11 member commission set up under the Right to 
Information Act, 2005 as a quasi-judicial body. It is the highest appeal 
body available to applicants seeking information under the RTI Act. 

Modi 2.0 sets fast pace in 1st 50 days: Report card 

1. The government has underlined its priorities in the first 50 days of its 
second term. It has aimed towards making India a $5 trillion economy 
and hitting the ground running on spurring growth. 

2. The Union Budget has outlined the roadmap for the $5trillion economy 
and doubling the farmer’s income. 

3. The budget talked of (a) electric vehicles (b) mission of taking electricity 
and cooking gas to every home (c) end of angel tax and (d) beginning of a 
faceless, seamless tax assessment interface. 

4. The government has shown zero tolerance towards terrorism with a 
cleanup of J&K Bank. It has also removal tainted bureaucrats across 
many departments. 

5. Government has also announced the labour reforms that will benefit 49 
crore workers. It will make business smoother and less encumbered with 
red tape. The registration process for businesses has been considerably 
simplified. 

6. Further, Unregulated financial schemes have also been banned to protect 
honest people with the poor often falling victim to such frauds. The 
government has offered more incentives for the middle class on 
affordable housing by way of tax breaks.  

7. The budget has also proposed the corporate tax slab at 25% for companies 
with turnover of less than Rs 400 crore. An amount of Rs 350 crore has 
been marked for GST subvention for MSMEs. 

8. Government has also taken up water conservation with the creation of the 
Jal Shakti ministry. The department will urgently frame policy for 
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improving water security and considering measures to mitigate climate 
change. 

9. There were several initiatives for farmers with hiked MSP for Kharif crops 
and the proposed implementation of PM Kisan to all farmers. The 
government will also spend over Rs 10,000 crore over three years on 
social security cover for farmers. 

Final index score of NITI Aayog report on States adversely 
impacted 

1. The NITI Aayog had released the second edition of its State Health Index 
2019 in a report titled “Healthy States, Progressive India: Report on Rank 
of States and UTs”. 

2. The index has used estimated figures in place of reported numbers to 
calculate certain health indicators. This has adversely impacted the final 
index score of certain States while boosting that of others. 

3. The index takes into account 23 health indicators such as neonatal 
mortality rate, under-five mortality rate, proportion of low birth weight 
among new-borns, proportion of districts with functional Cardiac Care 
Units, full immunisation coverage among others. 

4. The report had used an estimated number of births and deliveries to 
calculate two key health outcome indicators namely full immunisation 
coverage and proportion of institutional deliveries. The use of estimated 
numbers instead of the reported figures resulted in a misrepresentation. 

5. However, NITI Aayog officials has said that the reported number of births 
can vary from the actual figures as there are some inherent problems with 
the Civil Registration System and experts have also expressed 
reservations about using them. 

6. The report has ranked states and UTs in three categories — larger States, 
smaller States and Union Territories to ensure comparison among similar 
entities. 
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7. The report has ranked Kerala as the best performing State in the health 
sector among the 21 large States. Among the large states, Uttar Pradesh 
was the worst performing state.  

8. Among the smaller states, Mizoram ranked first in overall performance. 
Further, Among UTs, Chandigarh ranked first in overall performance 
while Dadra and Nagar Haveli improved the most. 
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Human Rights Bill cleared amid protests 

1. The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed in 
the Rajya Sabha amid criticism from the Opposition. 

2. The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019 amends the 
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 

3. The bill provides that besides a former chief justice of India, as is the 
current requirement, a former Supreme Court judge can also become the 
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) chairperson. 

4. Similarly, a former high court judge can also become a state human rights 
commission chairperson besides a high court chief 

5. The bill also provides for including the chairpersons of the National 
Commission for Backward Classes, the National Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights and the Chief Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities as members of the National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC). 

6. Further, the bill provides for a reduction in the tenure of chairpersons of 
national and state human rights bodies to three years from the current 
five years. 

7. The bill also provides for increasing the Members of the Commission 
from two to three of which, one shall be a woman. 

8. The bill has been criticised by Opposition on the grounds that it gives 
discretionary powers to the government to appoint the chairperson of the 
NHRC chairperson. Further, it was criticised as it reduced the tenure of 
chairpersons of national and state human rights bodies from five years to 
three years 

9. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 was enacted to provide for the 
constitution of a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), the State 
Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and the Human Rights Courts for 
protection of human rights. 

What changes are being brought in medical education? 
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1. National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2019 has been introduced in 
the Lok Sabha. 

2. The National Medical Commission Bill 2019 proposes to repeal the Indian 
Medical Council Act, 1956. 

3. If enacted, the current Medical Council of India (MCI) would be replaced 
by a National Medical Commission. The bill seeks to replace the MCI on 
the grounds that the Council was corrupt. 

4. Further, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family 
Welfare in its 92nd report (in 2016) reported that the process by which 
the MCI regulated medical colleges was flawed. 

5. The NMC Bill provides for the constitution of a 25-member NMC selected 
by a search committee, headed by the Cabinet Secretary. 

6. The Commission will have four autonomous boards: a) Undergraduate 
Medical Education Board, b) Post-Graduate Medical Education Board, c) 
Medical Assessment and Rating Board, and d) Ethics and Medical 
Registration Board. 

7. The commission also be responsible for regulating fees and all other 
charges for half the seats in private medical colleges and deemed 
universities. 

8. The bill proposes a common final year MBBS exam called National Exit 
Test (NEXT) to start medical practice. It will also be used for entrance 
into postgraduate medical courses, and act as a screening test for foreign 
medical graduates. 

9. The Bill also proposes to unify all entrance procedures for medical 
courses in the country. 

10. The Bill also puts a cap on fees on 50 per cent of seats in MBBS and PG 
colleges. 

South Africa’s carbon tax: Aim to ensure zero waste to landfill 

1. South Africa has recently introduced a carbon tax. The carbon tax aims to 
reduce 34% carbon emissions by 2020 and 42% emissions by 2025. 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/waste/south-africa-s-carbon-tax-aim-to-ensure-zero-waste-to-landfill-65763


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE- 23.07.19  

ADDRESS : 2nd Floor,Vitthal Prasad Building,L.B.S Road ,Near Alka  

                                                 Talkies,Sadashiv Peth  Pune – 30 

           

 

2. The carbon tax also seeks to ensure zero waste to landfill and boost 
investments for low carbon alternatives. 

3. A carbon tax is a type of carbon pricing. A carbon tax directly sets a price 
on carbon by defining a tax rate on greenhouse gas emissions or on the 
carbon content of fossil fuels. 

4. Another form of carbon pricing is the emissions trading systems (ETS), 
also referred to as the cap-and-trade system. ETS caps the total level of 
greenhouse gas emissions and allows those industries with low emissions 
to sell their extra allowances to larger emitters. 

Raksha Mantri Inaugurates Ujh and Basantar Bridges in J&K 

1. The Defence Ministry has inaugurated Ujh Bridge in Kathua district and 
Basantar Bridge in Samba district of Jammu & Kashmir. 

2. The bridges have been constructed by Border Roads Organization (BRO) 
under Project Sampark. 

3. Ujh Bridge (1000 metre) is the longest bridge constructed by the BRO. 
The bridge also has the distinction of using the technology of Pre Cast 
Segmental Bridge with 60-metre span. 

4. The bridges will provide smooth connectivity and are vital for the mobility 
of security forces in the border areas. 

5. Project Sampark was raised by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) in 1975. 
It looks after the construction, improvement and maintenance of 
approximately 2,600km of strategic roads in the border district of 
Jammu, Kathua, Doda, Udhampur, Rajouri, Reasi and Poonch. 

6. The BRO executes road construction and maintenance works along the 
northern and western frontiers primarily to meet the strategic 
requirements of the army. It functions under the control of the Ministry 
of Defence since 2015. 

Why the declining sex ratio in India is a cause for worry 
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1. Babies born per 1,000 male babies) in India has declined to 896 in 2015-
17 from 898 in 2014-16. 

2. Of the top 22 states for which data is available, 14 had a sex ratio better 
than the all-India average; while in 8 states have sex ratio worse than the 
national average. Haryana has the lowest sex ratio (833). 

3. The sex ratio in rural India has declined from 902 in 2014-16 to 898 in 
2015-17. For urban India, the sex ratio stood at 890 in 2015-17. 

4. 7 states had a poorer rural sex ratio than rural India’s average, while 14 
had a lower urban sex ratio than the average for urban India. 

5. The SRS findings has brought focus into the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
scheme. Launched in 2015, the major objectives of the scheme are: a) 
preventing gender biased sex selective elimination, b) ensuring survival 
and protection of the girl child and c) ensuring education and 
participation of the girl child. 

Forest Rights Act Case: What is at stake? 

1. Recently, there were protests in districts with sizeable tribal populations. 
The protests took place over two issues- a) proposed amendments to the 
Indian Forest Act (IFA), 1927 and b) a Forest Rights Act (FRA) case that 
will be heard in the Supreme Court. 

2. In February 2019, the Supreme court had ordered eviction of more than 
10 lakh Scheduled Tribe and other forest-dwellers (OTFDs) households 
from forestlands across 21 states after their claims over forest land rights 
under the FRA, 2006 were rejected by states. Later, the SC had stayed its 
order. 

3. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 seeks to recognize forest rights of Scheduled 
Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers who have been occupying and 
are dependent on the forest land for generations. It envisions the forest 
rights committee of a village as the central unit in managing forest 
resources. 
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4. In March 2019, the government proposed the draft law called as Indian 
Forest Act, 2019. The act is seeks to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927. 

5. The draft law proposes greater policing powers to the Forest Department 
including the use of firearms, and veto power to override the FRA. 

6. According to the proposed act, village forests are defined as forestland or 
wasteland, which is the property of the government. It would be jointly 
managed by the community through the Joint Forest Management 
Committee or Gram Sabha. 

7. According to activists, the amendment to Indian Forest Act undermine 
the rights of tribal and experts would lead to conflicts during 
implementation, particularly when seen in the context of the Forest 
Rights Act, 2006. 

Third trip in works to bring back samples 

1. According to experts, the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) 
might collaborate with Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) for a 
third lunar mission- Chandrayaan 3 

2. Discussions about Chandrayaan 3 were first held between ISRO and 
JAXA at the Asia Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum APRSAF-24- 
organised by ISRO in Bengaluru in 2017. 

3. APRSAF annual meetings are open fora for those who have interest in 
cooperation in the field of space activities in the Asia-Pacific region and 
are organised under four working groups namely ‘Space Applications’, 
‘Space Technology’, ‘Space Environment Utilisation’ and ‘Space 
Education’. 

4. Recently, there is a widespread enthusiasm and commercial interest in 
several countries for moon missions. 

5. China has proposed its Chang’e 5 mission which will be China’s first 
sample return mission. It aims to come back with least 2 kg of lunar soil 
and rock samples back to the Earth. 
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6. The U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has 
outlined plans to send humans back to the moon by 2024 in a mission 
called ARTEMIS. 

7. Russia has announced Luna 26 mission which will consist of a Soyuz 
rocket to descend a lander that will engage in exploring the lunar surface 

8. Japan has announced SLIM (Smart Lander for Investigating Moon) 
mission. 

Cryptocurrency panel for ban on private digital currencies, jail 
time of up to 10 years 

1. Government had constituted a panel to examine all issues related to 
cryptocurrencies. The panel has drafted a law, ‘Banning of 
Cryptocurrency & Regulation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2019’. 

2. The panel has said that anybody who mine, hold, transact or deal with 
cryptocurrencies in any form whether directly or indirectly through an 
exchange or trading should attract a jail term of one to 10 years. 

3. The panel also proposes a monetary penalty of up to three times the loss 
caused to the exchequer or gains made by the cryptocurrency user 
whichever is higher. 

4. The panel has also recommended that private cryptocurrencies should be 
banned completely in India. 

5. However, the panel has said that the government should keep an open 
mind on the potential issuance of cryptocurrencies by the Reserve Bank of 
India. 

6. Further, the panel has also highlighted the benefits of the underlying 
technology — the distributed ledger technology (DLT) and blockchain. 

7. The panel recommended that the RBI can examine the utility of using 
DLT based systems for enabling faster and more secure payment 
infrastructure especially for cross-border payments. 

8. The panel has also recommended that various state governments may 
examine the feasibility of using DLT for land-records management. This 
can be beneficial for removing errors and frauds in land markets. 
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9. Crypto currency is a digital currency. It allows transacting parties to 
remain anonymous while confirming that the transaction is valid one. It is 
not owned or controlled by any institution including both government 
institutions and private institutions. Various cryptocurrencies used 
globally are Bitcoin, Ethereum and Ripple. 

10. Blockchain is a distributed ledger technology that stores information 
across multiple systems securely and such data stored and distributed 
cannot be copied, hacked or tampered with but records can only be 
added. 

First in India: Andhra Pradesh reserves 75% of private jobs for 
locals 

1. Andhra Pradesh has passed the Andhra Pradesh (AP) Employment of 
Local Candidates in Industries/Factories Act, 2019.This will make A.P the 
first state in the country to reserve jobs for locals. 

2. The law seeks to reserve 75% jobs for locals in all private industrial units 
and factories, irrespective of whether or not these companies get financial 
or other help from the government. 

3. The law states that if locals with the necessary skills are not available, 
then the companies would have to train them in association with the state 
government and then hire them. Expertssay that with this, companies will 
not be able to hide behind the excuse of not finding skilled labour. 

4. The act also says that only those units that are listed in the first schedule 
of the Factories Act will be exempted from the act after the government 
looks into each application and takes a call. These are mostly hazardous 
industries like petroleum, pharmaceuticals, coal, fertilisers and cement, 
among others. 

5. The act also says that companies will have to comply with these 
provisions within three years of the commencement of the act and will 
have to provide quarterly reports about local appointments to a nodal 
agency. 
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Odisha renews effort to revive gharial population 

1. Odisha has released five gharials into the Satkosia gorge of Mahanadi- the 
southernmost limit of gharials home range in India. 

2. Odisha is the only State in India having all three species of crocodile — 
gharial, mugger and saltwater crocodile. 

3. Gharial is a species of crocodile. It derives its name from ghara, an Indian 
word for pot because of a bulbous knob present at the end of their snout. 

4. It is listed as “Critically Endangered” in the IUCN Red List. Presently, the 
wild populations of gharials can only be found in Bangladesh, India and 
Nepal. 

5. In India, Gharials are present in Son River, Girwa River, the Ganges, 
Mahanadi River and the Chambal River. 

6. The major threat to gharials in India include: a) construction of Dam, 
barrages, and water abstraction, b) entanglement in fishing nets, c) River 
bed cultivation and d) sand mining. 

7. The National Chambal Sanctuary (Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh) and Ken Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary (Madhya Pradesh) are 
wildlife sanctuaries in India that are dedicated to conservation and 
breeding programs of Gharial. 

8. The Indian government had initiated Project Crocodile with collaboration 
with UNDP and FAO in 1975. It included an intensive captive rearing and 
breeding programme intended to revive dwindling gharial population. 

Explained: When a juvenile is tried as an adult, when not 

1. Recently, Bombay High Court had directed that the Juvenile accused in a 
particular case be tried as a minor. The court said that the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015 is reformative and not retributive. 

2. The Juvenile Justice Act of 2000 was amended in 2015 with a provision 
allowing for Children in Conflict with Law (CCL) to be tried as adults 
under certain circumstances.  
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3. The Act defines a child as someone who is under age 18. For a CCL, age on 
the date of the offence is the basis for determining whether he or she was 
a child or an adult.  

4. The amended Act distinguishes children in the age group 16-18 as a 
category which can be tried as adults if they are alleged to have 
committed a heinous offence means one that attracts a minimum 
punishment of seven years.  

5. However, the act does not make it mandatory for all children in this age 
group to be tried as adults.  

6. As per Section 15 of the JJ Act, there are three criteria that the Juvenile 
Justice Board in the concerned district should consider while conducting 
a preliminary assessment to determine whether the child should be tried 
as an adult or juvenile. 

7. The criteria are (a) whether the child has the mental and physical capacity 
to commit such an offence (b) whether the child has the ability to 
understand its consequences and (c) the circumstances in which the 
offence was committed. 

8. If the Board finds that the child can be tried as an adult, the case is 
transferred to a designated children’s court, which again decides whether 
the Board’s decision is correct. 

Perfect launch for Chandrayaan -2 

1. Chandrayaan-2 was successfully launched from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre at Sriharikota. 

2. Chandrayaan 2 is India’s second lunar mission and 1st Indian expedition 
to attempt a soft landing on the lunar surface with indigenous technology. 
If successful, India will be the 4th country ever to soft land on the lunar 
surface- after USA, Russia and China. 

3. It seeks to land on the lunar south pole- unexplored by any nation before. 
The lunar South Pole is especially interesting because a larger section of 
its surface stays in the shadow than the North Pole. 
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4. There is a possibility of the presence of water in permanently shadowed 
areas around it. Also, the South Polar Region has craters that are cold 
traps, containing a fossilised record of the early Solar System. 

5. Chandrayaan 2 will use the Vikram lander and Pragyan rover to attempt a 
soft landing in a high plain between two craters — Manzinus C and 
Simpelius N. 

6. Chandrayaan-2 will carry out extensive three-dimensional mapping of the 
topography of the lunar South Pole region. It will also determine its 
elemental composition and seismic activity. 

7. The mission would also try to assess the abundance and distribution of 
water on the lunar surface. 

Bhabha Kavach to block 7.62 mm AK-47 bullets for paramilitary 
forces 

1. India’s Lightest Bullet Proof Jacket ‘Bhabha Kavach’ was launched at 
the International Police Expo 2019. 

2. The Bhabha kavach was Indigenously Developed by Ordnance Factory 
Board (OFB) and Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited (MIDHANI). 

3. Bhabha kavach is a state-of-the-art jacket that can withstand bullets fired 
from an AK-47 rifle and INSAS (Indian Small Arms System). It has four 
hard armour plates that offers 360 Degree Protection to wearer from the 
front, back and either side. 

4. It is powered with nano technology from Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
(BARC).The BARC’s carbon nanomaterial sprayed on hard armour plate 
instils the toughness and tenacity needed to slow down and trap a bullet 
as it passes through the plate. 

5. This jacket was launched due to rising graph of instances related to 
terrorism, cyber-crime & various other kind of ethnic group conflicts have 
increased demand for a robust homeland infrastructure in India. 

6. Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) is an industrial organisation, 
functioning under the Department of Defence Production of the Ministry 
of Defence, Government of India. 
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7. The BARC is India’s premier nuclear research facility, headquartered in 
Mumbai, BARC is a multi-disciplinary research centre with extensive 
infrastructure for advanced research and development covering the entire 
spectrum of nuclear science, engineering and related areas. 

5th International Police Expo 2019 

1. The 5th edition of International Police Expo was held at New Delhi, India. 
2. The expo was organised by Nexgen Exhibitions. It is Asia’s leading and 

established trade fair, exhibition and conference organizer. 
3. The theme of the expo was “Challenges to strengthen peace and security”.  
4. The key features of the Expo are (a) Police Welfare (b) Training for better 

Law Compliance (c) Healthcare & Fitness (d) Methods for creating 
awareness among society (e) Safety & Protection to society (f) Rescue 
Management techniques (g) Surveillance for preventive measures and (h) 
Indian Ordnance Factories and Dealers. 

5. At the Expo, more than 25 countries are showcasing combat/armoured 
vehicles, advanced firearms and a plethora of disruptive technologies in 
cyber security, homeland security, drones and safety and rescue. 

6. Further, it is the only exhibition that focuses and offers an interactive 
platform to police representatives belonging to different nations where 
they can meet policing security equipment/technology suppliers and 
discuss business opportunities related to fields of internal security. 

All lanes at toll plazas to be ‘FASTag lanes’ from December 1 

1. The government has decided to declare all lanes in all toll fees plazas on 
National Highways across country as dedicated ‘FASTag lanes‘from 1 
December 2019.  

2. This decision has been taken in order to promote faster payment of fees 
through the digital mode so that vehicles can move through seamlessly, 
and traffic jams at the toll plazas can be prevented. 
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3. However, among all lanes, one ‘hybrid lane’ will be allowed at every toll 
plaza to facilitate and monitor over-dimensional or oversized vehicles, 
where FASTag and other modes of payment will be accepted. 

4. Further, this hybrid lane will also be converted into FASTag-only lane in a 
time-bound manner. After December 1, non-FASTag users will be charged 
double the fee if they pass through FASTag-only lanes. 

5. FASTag is an electronic toll collection device which is installed in vehicle 
mostly attached to the windscreen to help drivers drive through toll 
plazas without having to stop.  

6. FASTag uses radio frequency identification (RFID) technology to enable 
direct toll payments while vehicle is moving. The toll fare is deducted 
directly from prepaid of saving bank account linked to FASTag. 

Madhya Pradesh government to declare Ratapani sanctuary a tiger 
reserve 

1. The Madhya Pradesh government has decided to declare the Ratapani 
Wildlife Sanctuary a tiger reserve for better conservation of tigers. 

2. The state had received an approval for the same from the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

3. Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary was established in the year 1976.It has a 
forest area of around 688 sq. km mainly comprising a beautiful teak 
forest.  

4. Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary has a population of about 40 tigers while the 
movement of 12 tigers has been reported in the forest area of Bhopal. The 
whole area will be combined as one to declare it as a tiger reserve. 

5. The NTCA is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change. NTCA was constituted under enabling 
provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 for strengthening tiger 
conservation. 

China’s NASDAQ style ‘STAR MARKET’ 
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1. China has launched a new stock market for homegrown technology 
companies called as Science and Technology Innovation Board or STAR 
Market. The market is modelled after a NASDAQ system. 

2. According to the regulations, red-chip companies which means Chinese 
based firms incorporated and listed outside China are allowed to be listed 
on the STAR market. 

3. The STAR Market is different as it has more lenient standards for 
profitability and price volatility than the main exchanges. It permits 
companies to list before they have earned a profit. Investors are allowed 
to short-sell individual stocks for the first time in mainland China. 

4. The STAR Market is seen as a move to keep Chinese tech firms from 
listing in stock markets abroad. The country has been home to high-
profile companies like Alibaba, Tencent, Xiaomi, and JD.com. 

5. But due to stringent profitability requirements at home, they have chosen 
to list in New York City or Hong Kong. By providing a low barrier for 
entry, the development seeks to incentivize Chinese technology 
companies to list on home stock markets. 

6. The Nasdaq is an American stock exchange. It is the second-largest stock 
exchange in the world by market capitalization behind only the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Piyush Goyal holds ‘marathon’ of consultations with industry 
players ahead of RCEP meet 

1. Commerce and Industry minister has met industry bodies to review issues 
that India would need to keep in mind when continuing deliberations on 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) in China. 

2. The associations has said that industries are apprehensive of India 
signing RCEP because of fears that China will use it to enter and 
dominate the Indian market by dumping it with cheaper goods. 

3. The government has also assured the steel sector that items that had 
earlier been removed from the purview of the RCEP, won’t be brought 
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back. But the steel makers had demanded that steel products be 
completely removed. 

4. However, the minister has expressed concerns that RCEP countries 
currently account for over 40% of global trade. Hence, not entering the 
agreement would leave India completely isolated from technology 
transfers and without a competitive advantage. 

5. The minister has also said that participating in the RCEP agreement 
would give India the chance to improve upon its existing free trade 
agreements with RCEP countries which have currently put the country at 
a disadvantage as it has a trade deficit with most of them. 

6. RCEP is proposed mega trade pact between the ten member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (Brunei, Burma 
(Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and the six states with which ASEAN has 
existing Free trade agreements(FTA’s)(Australia, China, India, Japan, 
South Korea and New Zealand). 

7. It aims to boost goods trade by eliminating most tariff and non-tariff 
barriers — a move that is expected to provide the region’s consumers 
greater choice of quality products at affordable rates. It also seeks to 
liberalise investment norms and do away with services trade restrictions. 

Britain calls for European naval mission in Strait of Hormuz to 
counter Iran’s ‘piracy’ 

1. Britain has announced plans to develop and deploy a Europe-led naval 
maritime protection mission to safeguard shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

2. This decision was taken after Iran had seized a British oil tanker in the 
Strait of Hormuz.UK has accused Iran for an act of state piracy that must 
be met with a coordinated international reaction. 

3. However, Iranian officials have said that the oil tanker was seized in 
response to Britain’s role in seizing an Iranian oil tanker off the coast of 
Gibraltar. 
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4. UK has also sought to put distance between Britain and the United States. 
It said that this planned European naval mission was not part of the U.S. 
policy of exerting maximum pressure on Iran. 

5. The Strait of Hormuz is a vital shipping route linking Middle East oil 
producers to markets in Asia, Europe, and North America and beyond. It 
has been at the heart of regional tensions for decades. 

6. The waterway separates Iran and Oman linking the Gulf to the Gulf of 
Oman and the Arabian Sea. The Strait is 21 miles (33 km) wide at its 
narrowest point, but the shipping lane is just two miles (three km) wide in 
either direction. 

7. A fifth of global oil consumption passes through the Strait from Middle 
East crude producers to major markets. It is also the route used for nearly 
all the liquefied natural gas (LNG) produced by the world’s biggest LNG 
exporter, Qatar. 

Researchers develop an eco-friendly process to remove pollutants 
from water 

1. Researchers have developed a wastewater treatment process. This process 
uses a common agricultural byproduct to effectively remove pollutants 
and environmental hormones known as endocrine disruptors. 

2. In this process, the team has used rice hulls which are discarded during 
rice harvesting to create eco-friendly and economical, biochar. The 
surface of the biochar was coated with nano-sized manganese dioxide to 
create Nano composite.  

3. Environmental hormones are chemical compounds that resembles 
endocrine hormones. These compounds are able to activate the same 
endocrine receptors as their natural counterparts and can thus disrupt 
hormonal activity. 

4. Both wastewater and sewage that are unavoidably formed at any 
industrial worksite usually consist of huge quantities of environmental 
hormones (endocrine disruptors) and pollutants.  
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5. Since environmental hormones do not disintegrate easily, they can have a 
massive adverse impact on the environment as well as on the human 
body. This wastewater treatment process will help in removing these 
environmental hormones. 

India will achieve 8% plus growth from FY 2020-2021 onwards: 
NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman 

1. NITI Aayog Vice Chairman has said that India will achieve economic 
growth of 8% plus from fiscal year 2020-2021. 

2. This growth will be achieved as foundation has been laid and the 
transformation has begun with the passing of structural reforms like the 
Goods and Services Tax and Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. 

3. He also emphasised that a very large number of jobs have been generated 
in the country in the last five years. 

4. However, he acknowledged that the nature and quality of jobs is not 
meeting the aspirations of the country’s young people and they want 
better quality jobs that will engage them fully. 

5. He also stressed on the potential in the agriculture sector which has 43% 
of the workforce. He said that investment in the agro-processing sectors 
and improvement in agricultural yields will help exponentially in job 
creation. 

6. He said that the NITI Aayog focus is on improving private investment by 
improving the investment climate, accelerating growth, generating jobs, 
and creating policies. At the same time, ensuring social programmes 
benefits reach the bottom of the pyramid and to the last person standing 
in the queue is also part of focus. 

7. He acknowledged that a lot has been achieved through programmes such 
as Swachh Bharat Mission and Ayushman Bharat. But challenges remain 
such as water crisis, shortage of energy in parts of the country, pollution 
and need to increase female participation rates. 

Govt. must reduce borrowing by divesting stake in PSEs: Acharya 
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1. According to Reserve Bank of India Deputy Governor, an increase in 
government borrowing runs the risk of flooding the debt market which 
will make it expensive for companies to borrow. 

2. He said that the disinvestment in public sector enterprises (PSEs) would 
help in alleviating the effects of the government’s borrowing in the 
country. 

3. He also said serious rationalisation could be undertaken including cutting 
back on subsidies and programmes that are not delivering long-term 
growth and instead focus should be on providing education, health and 
infrastructure. 

4. He also said that the Government could strengthen its commitment to 
fiscal responsibility by setting up an independent fiscal council as 
suggested by the Fourteenth Finance Commission. 

5. The fiscal council could monitor the Government performance on sticking 
to the fiscal targets and roadmap by assessing regularly the progress in 
fiscal consolidation. 

6. The government has resorted to stretching the Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management (FRBM) targets with an aim to aid the growth 
process. For FY20, the Centre is targeting to get the fiscal deficit at 3.3% 
of GDP. 

U.S. working with Pak. to find way out of Afghan war: Trump 

1. US President has said that the United States and Pakistan are jointly 
seeking a way to end the war in Afghanistan. 

2. The US President wants to withdraw U.S troops in Afghanistan and sees 
Pakistan’s cooperation as crucial to any deal to end the war. 

3. In 2018, US had slashed millions of dollars of security assistance to 
Pakistan after it accused it of serving as a safe haven for militants. 
Pakistan has denied the accusations. 

4. Taliban and the US are currently focusing on four key issues that are 
going to decide any future agreement and the issues are (a) 
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counterterrorism (b) troop withdrawal (c) Intra-Afghan dialogue and (d) 
ceasefire. 

5. The US has also been urging the Taliban to accept a cease-fire and hold 
talks directly with the Afghan government. However, Taliban has refused 
to engage with Afghan government as it considers the Afghan government 
illegitimate. 

6. The Taliban has ruled large parts of Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001, 
before being ousted in a US-led invasion. After years of insurgency, it now 
controls half of the country once more, mostly rural areas. 
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IMF cuts India’s growth forecast for 2019-20 to 7% 

1. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has projected a slower growth 
rate for India in 2019 and 2020.It has projected that Indian economy will 
grow at 7.0% in 2019 and 7.2% in 2020. 

2. The downward revision of 0.3 percentage point for both years reflects a 
weaker-than expected outlook for domestic demand. However, India will 
still be the fastest growing major economy of the world and much ahead 
of China. 

3. IMF has said that the slowdown in growth in India was partly a reflection 
of the uncertainties associated with the just concluded general elections in 
India as well as tightening of borrowing conditions for small and medium 
enterprises. 

4. The IMF has also revised downward its growth projections for China as 
well as for the world to 6.2% and 3.2% respectively for 2019. 

5. IMF has said that the global growth is being affected by prolonged policy 
uncertainty as (a) trade tensions remain high despite the recent US-China 
trade truce (b) technology tensions have erupted threatening global 
technology supply chains and (c) the prospects of a no-deal Brexit have 
increased. 

Pencil Portal 

1. Union Minister for Labour has informed Lok Sabha that 361 Complaints 
of Child Labour have been resolved Through Pencil Portal. 

2. PENCIL portal stands for Platform for Effective Enforcement for No 
Child Labour (PENCIL).The portal is administered by the Ministry of 
Labour & Employment. 

3. It is an electronic platform to ensure effective enforcement of the 
provisions of the Child Labour Act and smooth implementation of the 
National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme. 
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4. The portal has five components namely (a) Child Tracking System, (b) 
Complaint Corner, (c) State Government, (d) National Child Labour 
Project and (e) Convergence. 

5. Since the subject of labour is in the concurrent list, the enforcement of the 
policy depends on respective state governments. 

6. This online portal aims to connect the Centre to the state government, 
district and to all project societies for effective implementation of NCLP. 

7. NCLP is a Central Sector Scheme for the rehabilitation of child labour. 
The Scheme seeks to adopt a sequential approach with focus on 
rehabilitation of children working in hazardous occupations & processes 
in the first instance. 

Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF) Scheme 

1. Union Minister for Human Resource Development (HRD) has informed 
Lok sabha about the Prime Minister’s Research Fellows (PMRF) Scheme. 

2. The PMRF scheme is aimed at attracting the talent pool of the country to 
doctoral (Ph.D) programs of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and 
Indian Institute of Science (IISc) for carrying out research in cutting edge 
science and technology domains with focus on national priorities. 

3. Under it, students who have completed or are in final year of B.Tech 
/Integrated M.Tech/ M.Sc courses in Science and Technology streams 
from IISc/IITs/IISERs/ NITs/IIITs will be offered direct admission in 
PhD programme in IITs/IISc. 

4. Further, selected students will be offered monthly fellowship of Rs.70, 
000 for first two years, Rs.75, 000 for 3rd year and Rs.80, 000 in 4th and 
5th years. 

5. Each selected fellow student will also be provided research grant of 
Rs.2.00 lakh for a period of 5 years to cover their foreign travel expenses 
for presenting research papers in international conferences and seminars. 

6. The scheme will help tapping talent pool of country for carrying out 
research indigenously in cutting edge science and technology domains. 
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Trauma Care Centres for Road Accident Victims 

1. Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways has informed Rajya 
Sabha about the setting up of Trauma Care Facilities along National 
Highways under the scheme “Capacity Building for Developing Trauma 
Care Facilities on National Highways”. 

2. The overall objective of the scheme is to bring down preventable deaths 
due to road accidents by developing a pan-India trauma care network. 

3. The scheme provides for setting up a designated trauma center at every 
100 km on National Highways (NHs). 

4. Further, World Health Organisation (WHO)’s Global Status report on 
Road Safety has also stated that road accidents are the leading cause of 
death among people in the 5-29 age-group worldwide. 

5. According to the report, India might be losing 2, 99,000 people each year 
due to road accidents. However, the government pegs the number of road 
accident deaths at nearly 1, 50,000 people each year. 

PCI recommended to make paid news incidence a punishable 
electoral malpractice: I&B Minister 

1. Union Information and Broadcasting Minister has said the Press Council 
of India (PCI) has recommended amendments to the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951 in order to make the incidence of paid news a 
punishable electoral malpractice. 

2. The PCI defines paid news as any news or analysis appearing in print or 
electronic media for consideration in cash or kind. Paid news is not an 
electoral offence yet but there is a case to make it one. 

3. Further, the Department-Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Information Technology in its 47th report had said that the government 
should formulate a comprehensive legal definition of paid news. 

4. The reasons for the rise in paid news includes (a) corporatisation of media 
(b) desegregation of ownership and editorial roles and (c) decline in 
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autonomy of editors/journalists due to emergence of contract system and 
poor wage levels of journalists. 

5. The Committee had recommended establishment of either a single 
regulatory body for both print and electronic media or enhancing punitive 
powers of the PCI. Such regulator should have the power to take strong 
action against offenders and should not include media owners/interested 
parties as members. 

6. The Committee has also recommended that the ECI should have the 
authority to take punitive action against electoral candidates in cases of 
paid news. 

7. The Press Council of India was first established in the year 1966 by the 
Parliament on recommendation of first Press Commission. Presently, the 
function of the council is governed under the Press Council Act, 1978. It is 
a statutory, quasi-judicial body which acts as a watchdog of the press. 

Government aims to cut patent examination time to six months 

1. Department for Promotion of Internal Industry and Trade (DPIIT) aims 
to reduce the time taken to examine patents to six months as part of its 
five year plan from 18 months currently. 

2. A patent is a form of intellectual property. A patent gives its owner the 
right to exclude others from making, selling and importing an invention 
for a limited period of time usually twenty years. The patent rights are 
granted in exchange for an enabling public disclosure of the invention. 

3. India also hopes that it will improve its position further in the global 
innovation index (GII), 2019 based on its improvement in areas such as 
ease of doing business. 

4. The GII has been jointly developed by the WIPO, Cornell University and 
Paris-based business school Insead. It includes more than 80 indicators 
exploring a broad vision of innovation including political environment, 
education, infrastructure and business sophistication. 
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5. In 2018, India has improved its ranking to the 57th position from the 
60th in 2017 while China’s ranking went up to 17th from 22nd a year ago. 
Further, Switzerland has been on top of the index for the last eight years. 

6. The global launch of the GII 2019 which would rank 130 countries will be 
released in New Delhi. It is co-organised by WIPO, DPIIT and CII. 

7. The GII 2019 will also analyse the medical innovation landscape of the 
next decade looking at how technological and non-technological medical 
innovation will transform the delivery of healthcare worldwide. 

PayPal mulls data localisation for India 

1. American digital payments player PayPal has said that it is working with 
its partners on data localisation as mandated by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI). 

2. Data localisation is the act of storing data on any device physically present 
within the borders of a country. Localisation mandates that companies 
collecting critical data about consumers must store and process them 
within the borders of the country. 

3. In April 2018, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had asked payment firms to 
ensure their data are stored exclusively on local servers. RBI had also set 
a deadline of six months for compliance which some foreign firms such as 
MasterCard and Visa had missed. 

4. The main intent behind data localisation is to protect the personal and 
financial information of the country’s citizens and residents from foreign 
surveillance and give local governments and regulators the jurisdiction to 
call for the data when required. 

5. Further, data localisation is essential to national security. Storing of data 
locally is expected to help law-enforcement agencies to access information 
that is needed for the detection of a crime or to gather evidence. 

Digitization of Archaeological Museum is being done through a 
special software in a phased manner: Culture Minister 
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1. Minister of State of Culture and Tourism has informed the Lok Sabha 
about JATAN which is a Virtual Museum software. 

2. The objective of the software is to make digital imprint of all objects 
preserved in museums. 

3. The portal works through the website wherein all the digitised data on 
museums have been up-loaded for online viewing.  

4. The digital imprints of preserved objects and monuments created using 
the software are integrated in the national digital repository and portal for 
making them accessible to the public. 

5. The software has been developed by a team of experts of human centred 
design & computing team of Centre for Development for Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC). 

6. There are 48 Archaeological Site Museums under Archaeological Survey 
of India. Two Archaeological Site Museums namely Velha Goa and 
Nagarjunakondam have been digitised during the first phase. 

7. The C-DAC is an Autonomous Scientific Society of Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India. 

Indian Navy Commissions Dornier Squadron INAS 313 at Chennai 

1. Indian Navy has commissioned the navy’s fifth Dornier squadron named 
as Indian Naval Air Squadron (INAS) 313. 

2. INAS 313 derives its name ‘Sea Eagle’ from the bird of prey family 
Accipitridae. 

3. The Squadron will be operating from Chennai International Airport. With 
commissioning of INAS 313, the State of Tamil Nadu will have three naval 
air bases which is the highest number for any Coastal State. 

4. The squadron will operate Dornier aircraft.It is a multi-role Short Range 
Maritime Reconnaissance (SRMR) aircraft manufactured by Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL). 

5. The aircraft will be used for (a) maritime surveillance (b) Search and 
Rescue Operations and (c) to provide targeting data to weapon platforms. 
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Labour Bills meets with protest 

1. The government has introduced the Code on Occupational Safety, Health 
and Working Conditions Bill, 2019 and the Code on Wages Bill, 2019 in 
the Lok Sabha. 

2. The Code on Wages Bill, 2019 aims to simplify the wage and bonus 
payments rules besides mandating a national minimum wage. 

3. The code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 
2019 aims to improve the working conditions of workers across all 
establishments with 10 or more employees. 

4. The wage code will subsume four existing laws while the occupational 
health code will merge 13 related laws. 

5. However, Opposition parties have asked the government to send the bill 
on occupational safety to a parliamentary standing committee as it has a 
vast ambit including trade unions, tribunals, employers and employees. 

6. Further, trade unions have said that the government has ignored their 
demands to fix minimum wages under Wage Code as per the 
International Labour Organisation guidelines. 

7. The trade unions have also said that Industries are already flouting labour 
regulations and any dilution of the existing laws will compromise 
employee’s welfare. They believe that the government is insisting on 
changing labour laws without realizing that it is not a shortcut for job 
creation. 

Rise in government borrowings might have triggered NBFC crisis 

1. RBI Deputy Governor has expressed the possibility that the rise in 
government borrowings might have led to the asset-liability mismatch in 
the non-banking financial companies (NBFC) sector. 

2. In the case of NBFCs, the ability to borrow long-term comes down when 
government borrowing rises increasing the risk of financial stability. 
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3. This has led to the crisis in finance companies DHFL and IL&FS where 
the companies depended on short-term commercial paper to fund long-
term loans. 

4. He has also warned on the consequences of elevated government 
borrowings which are (a) lesser availability of resources for private sector, 
(b) poor transmission of lower policy rates into market rates and (c) 
pressure on non-banking financial companies. 

5. The deputy governor has said that the borrowing could be reduced by 
government increasing its share of capital expenditure which stands at a 
low rate of 14% and divesting stake in public sector enterprises to bring in 
efficiencies and reduce debt. 

 

 

Madhya Pradesh passes Bill to raise OBC quota to 27%, overall 73% 

1. The Madhya Pradesh Assembly has passed the Madhya Pradesh Public 
Service (Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Backward Classes) Amendment Bill 2019. 

2. The bill raises the reservation in government jobs and education for Other 
Backward Classes (OBC) to 27% from the present 14%. 

3. The 13% more reservation for OBCs along with the 10% quota for 
economically weaker sections (EWS) in government jobs takes the total 
reservation in Madhya Pradesh to 73%.This has breached the 50% cap on 
reservation imposed by the Supreme Court in 1992. 

4. The Supreme Court in the Indira Sawhney case (1992), had held that the 
power conferred to the State by Clause (4) of Article 16 should be 
exercised in a fair manner and within reasonable limits. The court upheld 
that reservation under Clause (4) shall not exceed 50% of the 
appointments or posts, barring certain extraordinary situations 

5. Article 16 (4) empowers the State to make provision for the reservation of 
appointments or posts in favour of any backward class of citizens which, 
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in the opinion of the State, is inadequately represented in public 
employment. 

What are India’s challenges as its fertility rate falls? 

1. The recent Sample Registration System data of 22 states has revealed that 
the total Fertility Rate (TFR) for India has declined to 2.2 in 2017 after 
being stable at 2.3 between 2013 and 2016. 

2. TFR indicates the average number of children expected to be born to a 
woman during her reproductive span of 15-49 years. 

3. TFR of about 2.1 children per woman is called Replacement-level fertility. 
This represents the level at which a population can replace itself from one 
generation to other without growing or declining. 

4. The TFR for rural areas, varies from 1.6 in Delhi and Tamil Nadu to 3.3 in 
Bihar. For urban areas, the variation is from 1.1 in Himachal Pradesh to 
2.4 in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

5. The 25-29 age is the most fertile, except in Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra, where it peaked between 20 and 24. Only in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the TFR is highest after 30. 

6. The factors that have contributed to declining TFR are: a) Higher 
education, b) increased mobility, c) late marriage, d) financial 
independence among women and e) overall prosperity. 

7. India has entered a 37 year period of demographic dividend since 2018. 
To reap the benefits of demographic dividend, India should invest in the 
education and health of the workforce and provide employment 
opportunities to the youth. 

Assam NRC final publication deadline extended to August 31 

1. The Supreme Court has extended the deadline for publication of the final 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) for Assam from July 31 to August 31, 
2019. 
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2. However, the plea for sample reverification has been rejected. The Centre 
and Assam had urged the court for a 20% sample reverification of names 
included in the draft in the districts bordering Bangladesh and a 10% 
sample reverification in the remaining districts of the State. 

3. The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a register which contains the 
name of all citizens of India residing in Assam. It was prepared in 1951. 

4. Currently, the NRC is being updated in Assam. It seeks to identify illegal 
migrants in Assam who had entered the state on or after 25th March 1971. 

5. The update is being carried out under the Citizenship Act, 1955, and 
according to rules framed in the Assam Accord, 1985. 

6. The draft Assam NRC was published on July 30, 2018 in which the names 
of 2.89 crore of the 3.29 crore people were included. 

Scrutinise RTI bill: Opposition 

1. Opposition parties have criticised the Right to Information (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019 and moved a resolution to send it to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee for further discussion. 

2. RTI Act 2005 sets the term of the Chief Information Commissioner (CICs) 
and Information Commissioners (ICs) at the centre and state levels at five 
years (or until the age of 65, whichever is earlier). 

3. The amendment bill 2019 proposes that the appointment will be for such 
term as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

4. RTI ACT 2005 states that salaries, allowances and other terms of service 
of the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the 
Chief Election Commissioner, and those of an Information Commissioner 
shall be the same as that of an Election Commissioner. 

5. At the state level, CIC and IC salary shall be equivalent to election 
commissioner and Chief Secretary respectively. 

6. The amendment proposes that the salaries, allowances and other terms of 
service of the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information 
Commissioners at centre and state level should be prescribed by the 
Central Government. 
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7. Opposition parties have criticised the amendment bill on the grounds that 
it would dilute the Act and curtail the independence of the CIC and other 
information officers. 

8. They have opined that the amendment would also allow Centre to simply 
transfer any authority be it the CIC or any of the SICs in the event a case 
is directed against the interests of the government. 

9. The RTI Act 2005 aims to promote transparency and accountability in the 
working of Public Authorities.  

10. The Act provides that Public Authorities are required to make disclosures 
on various aspects of their structure and functioning. This includes: a) 
disclosure on their organisation, functions, and structure, b) powers and 
duties of its officers and employees, and c) financial information. 

What is Tiangong-2? 

1. Tiangong-2, a Chinese space station has burned up in the Earth’s 
atmosphere as part of a planned deorbit. The space station’s planned 
deorbit was executed by putting it into a controlled descent into the 
atmosphere, where it broke up into small pieces. 

2. It was launched in 2016 as a space lab for testing space technologies. The 
space station weighed 8 tons thus making it very small by space station 
standards. 

3. Tiangong-2 was the successor to Tiangong-1, which was launched in 2011. 
Tiangong-1 had an unplanned deorbit in 2018. 

4. China Manned Space Engineering Office (CMSEO) has announced that 
Tiangong-2 is planned to be replaced by a new Chinese space station 
called Tianhe, which will be able to host three astronauts for long 
durations, around 2022. 

5. A space station is a habitable artificial satellite. It is capable of hosting 
crew members for an extended period of time, and provides facilities for 
experiments and support vehicles to dock. 

6. Currently, there is only one fully functional space station in the Earth’s 
lower orbit, the International Space Station. The ISS is a partnership 
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between European Union (European Space Agency), the United States 
(NASA), Japan (JAXA), Canada (CSA) and Russia (Roscosmos). 

UN climate envoy meets Javadekar 

1. Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the 2019 Climate Action 
Summit has met India’s Union Environment Minister in New Delhi. 

2. 2019 Climate Action Summit is scheduled to be held in New York in 
September 2019. The summit has asked national governments to come up 
with concrete plans to enhance their nationally determined contributions 
by 2020 in in line with reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 45% in next 
10 years, and to net zero emissions by 2050. 

3. The Summit seeks to develop ambitious solutions in six areas: a) a global 
transition to renewable energy; b) sustainable and resilient 
infrastructures and cities; c) sustainable agriculture, d) management of 
forests and oceans; e) resilience and adaptation to climate impacts; and f) 
alignment of public and private finance with a net zero economy. 

4. The UN has also announced a ‘Clean Air Initiative’. It calls on 
governments to achieve air quality that is safe for citizens and to align 
climate change and air pollution policies by 2030. 

5. As a commitment to the Paris Agreement (2015), nations have to put 
forward national climate actions they intend to take to reduce national 
emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change. These are called 
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 

6. India’s INDCs include a) reduce the emissions intensity of its GDP by 33% 
to 35% by 2030 from 2005 level, b)increase total cumulative electricity 
generation from fossil free energy sources to 40% by 2030, c) create 
additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tons through additional forest 
and tree cover. 

7. The Paris agreement (2015) is an international agreement with the 
framework of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
It seeks to combat climate change and accelerate the actions and 
investments needed for a sustainable low carbon future. 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/un-climate-envoy-meets-javadekar/article28692154.ece


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE – 24.07.19                                                                                                                        

ADDRESS : 2nd Floor,Vitthal Prasad Building,L.B.S Road ,Near Alka 

Talkies,Sadashiv Peth  Pune – 30 

IF ANY SUGGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill: Centre usurping States’ rights, 
say MPs 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 
The Bill seeks to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 to provide for road 
safety. 

2. The Bill proposes a National Transportation Policy for ushering in 
guidelines on the transportation of goods and passengers. The Policy will 
envision a) establishing a planning framework for road transport, b) 
developing a framework for grant of permits, and c) specifying priorities 
for the transport system, among other things. 

3. The Bill has proposed that the central government should develop a 
scheme for cashless treatment of road accident victims during golden 
hour. It defines golden hour as the time period of up to one hour 
following a traumatic injury. During this time, the likelihood of 
preventing death through prompt medical care is the highest. 

4. The Bill also requires the central government to constitute a Motor 
Vehicle Accident Fund, to provide compulsory insurance cover to all road 
users in India. 

5. The Bill provides for increasing the minimum compensation in case of 
death in hit and run cases from the current Rs. 25,000 to Rs 2 lakh and in 
case of grievous injury from current Rs.12500 to Rs 50000. 

6. Further, the bill states that new vehicles should be registered at the dealer 
level and it will eventually remove buyers’ interface with registration 
authorities. 

7. The Bill also provides for a National Road Safety Board, to be created by 
the central government. The board will advise the central and state 
governments on all aspects of road safety and traffic management. 

8. The Bill also call for issuance of licenses to taxi aggregators by state. 
Further, they must comply with the Information Technology Act, 2000. It 
defines aggregators as digital intermediaries or market places which can 
be used by passengers to connect with a driver for transportation 
purposes (taxi services) 
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Centre notifies pension scheme for small traders 

1. The Union Labour and Employment Ministry has notified the Pradhan 
Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan Yojana 2019. It is a pension scheme for 
retailers and small traders. 

2. The pension scheme assures a minimum monthly pension of ₹3000 per 
month to small shopkeepers, retail traders and the self-employed people 
after attaining the age of 60 years once they have contributed to the 
scheme every month from the time of enrolment and till that age. 

3. Further, the Government of India will make matching contribution in the 
subscribers’ account 

4. The scheme is available to all small shopkeepers and self-employed 
persons as well as the retail traders with Goods and Services tax (GST) 
turnover below Rs. 1.5 crore and age between 18-40 years. 

5. To be eligible, the applicants should not be covered under the National 
Pension Scheme, Employees’ State Insurance Scheme and the Employees’ 
Provident Fund or be an Income Tax assessee. 

6. The scheme is based on self-declaration as no documents are required 
except Aadhaar and bank account. 

7. Interested persons can enrol themselves through Common Service 
Centres (CSC) spread across the country 

India rises in global innovation ranking 

1. The Global Innovation Index (GII) 2019 has been released. Switzerland 
has been ranked first in the index. 

2. India has improved its ranking by five places to 52nd in 2019 from 57th 
position in 2018. India has also outperformed on innovation relative to its 
GDP per capita for nine consecutive years. 

3. India has improved its ranking in four out of seven pillars of GII viz. 
knowledge and technology outputs, market sophistication, human capital 
and research and institutions. 
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4. However, India has deteriorated in other three pillars viz. business 
sophistication, infrastructure and creative outputs. 

5. The global innovation index (GII) is an annual ranking that quantifies the 
state of national innovation ecosystem across countries. In 2019, it has 
ranked 129 countries based on 80 indicators. 

6. The GII is co-published by World intellectual property organisation 
(WIPO), Cornell University and INSEAD 

Milky Way’s violent birth decoded 

1. According to scientists, Milky Way was shaped in its present form as a 
result of collision with another smaller galaxy called Gaia-Enceladus, 10 
billion years ago. 

2. The study has been based on data from the Gaia space observatory- a 
space observatory of the European Space Agency (ESA). Gaia seeks to 
map the positions of more than 1 billion stars to the highest precision 

3. The merger of the Milky Way and Gaia-Enceladus increased Milky Way’s 
mass by about a quarter and triggered a period of accelerated star 
formation which lasted for 2 to 4 billion years. 

4. Galaxies of all types began to form relatively soon after the Big Bang 
explosion. The Big Bang explosion marked the beginning of the universe 
some 13.8 billion years ago. 

5. However, the galaxies were relatively smaller that time and subsequent 
galactic mergers have given galaxies their present configuration. 

This Indian Ocean snail species may be first victim of deep-sea 
mining 

1. The scaly-foot snail or Sea Pangolin is the first marine species to be 
assessed as officially endangered due to the potential threat of deep sea 
mining. 
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2. The scaly foot snail is found at three hydrothermal vents in the Indian 
Ocean, east of Madagascar. The three vents include Longqi vent field, 
Kairei vent field and the Solitaire vent 

3. The International Union for Conservation of Nature has listed it as 
‘Endangered’ in the Red List. 

4. Seabed mining is the process which involves extracting submerged 
minerals and resources from the sea floor, either by dredging sand or 
lifting material in any other manner. 

5.  The International Seabed Authority, an autonomous international 
organization established under the 1982 United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea, is currently formulating guidelines on how to conduct 
sea-bed mining. 

6. There are growing concerns among environmentalists that seabed mining 
would harm marine organisms, disrupt marine ecosystem, thereby impact 
the rich biodiversity of oceans 

New Space India Limited 

1. The Central had set up New Space India Limited (NSIL) in March 2019. It 
is a Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE), under the administrative 
control of Department of Space (DOS). 

2. The NSIL has been set up to meet the increasing demands of Indian space 
programmes and to commercially exploit the emerging global space 
market. 

3. The main functions of NSIL are: a) Manufacture of Small Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (SSLV) in collaboration with Private Sector, b) production of 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) through Indian Industry, c) 
production and marketing of Space based products and services, 
including launch and application, d) Transfer of technology developed by 
ISRO Centres and constituent units of DOS and e) Marketing spin-off 
technologies and products/services, both in India and abroad. 
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4. NSIL is the second commercial entity of the Department of Space (DoS) 
after Antrix Corporation Limited which was set up in 1992 to market the 
products and services of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

ISRO now looks to solar mission Aditya-L1 

1. Following the successful launch of Chandrayaan-2, Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) is now focussing on launching the Aditya 
L-1 mission. 

2. The Aditya L-1 mission is a satellite designed to study the sun. It will be 
India’s first satellite to do so. 

3. The mission is aimed at studying the Sun from a halo orbit around the 
Sun-Earth Lagrangian point 1, henceforth the name Aditya-L1 

4. The Aditya L-1 mission will study the Sun’s corona -the outer layer. 
5. The major objectives of the mission are: a) Realization and launch of a 

satellite in a Halo orbit around L1, b) Understanding solar upper 
atmospheric (chromosphere and corona) dynamics, c) Study of 
chromospheric and coronal heating and d) Observe the in-situ particle 
and plasma environment to provide data for the study of particle 
dynamics from the Sun. 

6. Lagrangian points are the positions in the orbits of two large celestial 
bodies, where the smaller object or satellite will be affected by the 
combined gravitational pull of the two large bodies (e.g. the Sun and the 
Earth).   

7. There are 5 such points out of which, only at L1, the gravitational 
attraction of one of the larger bodies is cancelled by the other. 

The Limits of Anti-Defection 

1. The recent political crisis in Karnataka has demonstrated the ways in 
which the anti-defection law can be used and abused. 
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2. The anti-defection law is contained in the 10th Schedule of the 
Constitution. The 10th Schedule was inserted to the Constitution through 
the 52nd Constitutional (Amendment) Act, 1985. The anti-defection law is 
based on the recommendations of the Y B Chavan committee. 

3. The amendment by which the Tenth Schedule was inserted in the 
Constitution did 3 things: it made legislators liable to be penalised for 
their conduct both inside and outside (speeches etc.) the legislature, b) it 
protected legislators from disqualification in cases where there was a split 
(with 1/3rd of members splitting) or merger (with 2/3rds of members 
merging) of a legislature party with another political party and c) it made 
the Presiding Officer of the concerned legislature the sole arbiter of 
defection proceedings. 

4. The purpose of the anti-defection law is to curb political defection by the 
legislators. The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. It 
lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds 
of defection. 

5. There are two grounds on which a member of a legislature can be 
disqualified: a) if he/she voluntarily gives up the membership of his/her 
party and b) if a legislator votes in the House against the direction of 
his/her party and his/her action is not condoned by his party. 

6. In 2003 the anti-defection law was amended to delete the one-third split 
provision which offered protection to defectors was deleted. 

7.  The anti-defection law has had its loopholes and has been abused. For 
example, the n law does not specify a timeframe for Speakers to decide on 
defection proceedings. When the politics demanded, Speakers were either 
quick to pass judgment on defection proceedings or delayed acting on 
them for years on end. 

Lok Sabha clears changes to UAPA, nod to term persons as 
terrorists 
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1. Lok Sabha has passed the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment 
Bill 2019. 

2. The Bill amends the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,1967 providing 
special procedures to deal with terrorist activities and individuals and 
groups that foster terrorism in India. 

3. Under the Act,the central government may designate an organisation as a 
terrorist organisation if it (a)commits or participates in acts of terrorism, 
(b)prepares for terrorism (c) promotes terrorism or (d) is otherwise 
involved in terrorism.The bill additionally empowers the government to 
designate individuals as terrorists on the same grounds.  

4. Under the Act,an investigating officer is required to obtain the prior 
approval of the Director General of Police to seize properties that may be 
connected with terrorism.   

5. The Bill adds that if the investigation is conducted by an officer of the 
National Investigation Agency(NIA),the approval of the Director General 
of NIA would be required for seizure of such property.  

6. Under the Act,investigation of cases may be conducted by officers of the 
rank of Deputy Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police or 
above.The Bill additionally empowers the officers of the NIA of the rank 
of Inspector or above to investigate cases. 

7. The Act defines terrorist acts to include acts committed within the scope 
of any of the treaties listed in a schedule to the Act.The Bill adds another 
treaty to the list.This is the International Convention for Suppression of 
Acts of Nuclear Terrorism(2005).   

Govt approves merger of NIMH with ICMR-NIOH 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved the merger of National Institute of 
Miners Health(NIMH) with ICMR-National Institute of Occupational 
Health(NIOH). 
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2. The merger will prove beneficial to both the Institutes in terms of 
enhanced expertise in the field of occupational health besides the efficient 
management of public money. 

3. Further,experts have welcomed the move as NIMH dedicated to miners 
health will now officially come under the Ministry of Health and Family 
welfare. 

4. National Institute of Miners’ Health(NIMH) is an autonomous 
Institute under Ministry of Mines,Government of India.It was set up by 
the in 1990 and was registered as a Society under the Karnataka Societies 
Registration Act,1960. 

5. NIMH conducts applied research in occupational health and hygiene and 
specializes in providing technical support services to mining and mineral 
based Industry. 

6. The NIOH is the premier institute under the aegis of the Indian Council 
of Medical Research(ICMR) under the Department of Health Research, 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.It was established in 1966 by the 
government of India.  

7. The objectives of NIOH is to support the national policy makers for 
adopting an appropriate policy in the field of occupational health which 
includes occupational medicine and occupational hygiene. 

Rashtriya Aajeevika Mission 

1. Union Minister for Rural Development has informed Lok Sabha about 
the Rashtriya Aajeevika Mission. 

2. The mission is known as Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission(DAY-NRLM).  

3. The mission aims to organize the rural poor women into Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) and continuously nurture and support them to take economic 
activities till they attain appreciable increase in income over a period of 
time to improve their quality of life and come out of abject poverty. 
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4. Apart from this,DAY-NRLM also facilitates credit mobilisation for SHGs 
in the form of bank loans.In order to reduce the effective cost of bank 
credit to women SHGs,DAY-NRLM is providing interest subvention to 
SHGs on loans from banks from financial year 2013-14. 

5. The Sub-schemes under DAY-NRLM includes Rural Self Employment 
Training Institutes(RSETIs) which enables a trainee to take bank 
credit and start his/her own Micro-enterprise. 

6. Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme(SVEP) which 
facilitates the rural poor for setting up of micro Enterprises. 

7. Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY) which facilitates 
transport facilities in the rural areas which in turn will provide self 
employment opportunities to the rural poor. 

Steps taken to combat Terror Financing and circulation of Fake 
Indian Currency in the country 

1. Minister of State for Home Affairs has informed Lok sabha about the 
steps taken by the government to combat terror financing and circulation 
of fake Indian Currency in the country. 

2. The minister has said that the government has strengthened the 
provisions in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,1967 by 
criminalizing the production or smuggling or circulation of high quality 
counterfeit Indian currency.  

3. Further,a terror funding and Fake Currency(TFFC) cell has been 
constituted in National Investigation Agency (NIA) to conduct focused 
investigation of terror funding and fake currency cases.  

4. The government has also created FICN Coordination Group (FCORD) to 
share intelligence information among the security agencies of the 
states/centre to counter the problem of circulation of fake currency 
notes.  
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5. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between India 
and Bangladesh to prevent and counter smuggling and circulation of fake 
currency notes.  

6. Lastly,security at the international borders has been strengthened by 
using (a)new surveillance technology (b)deploying additional manpower 
for round the clock surveillance (c)establishing observation posts along 
the international border (d)erection of border fencing and (e)intensive 
patrolling. 

China says it wants security & stability along India border 

1. China has released a white paper titled “China’s National Defence in the 
New Era”.The paper has touched upon various aspects of its military 
development comparing with India, US, Russia and other countries. 

2. The Chinese military has said that it is striving to promote security and 
stability along the India-China border and has created favourable 
conditions to resolve the Doklam standoff in 2017. 

3. The Doklam standoff began when Indian troops objected to the China 
building a road close to the narrow Chicken Neck corridor connecting 
with the North-Eastern states in an area also claimed by Bhutan. 

4. The standoff which led to severe disruption of relations between the two 
countries was finally resolved after China stopped the road construction, 
following which India withdrew its troops. 

5. The white paper has also highlighted the intensification of competition 
between the two million strong Chinese military with that of its 
counterparts in India,US,Russia and other countries. 

6. The white paper also noted that the international military competition is 
undergoing historic changes.New and high-tech military technologies 
based on IT are developing rapidly. 

7. The white paper also sought to play down heavy military expenditure, 
saying that China is spending less on defence budgets in terms of GDP in 
comparison to India,US and other countries. 
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8. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI),China is the second-largest spender of defence in the world.It 
increased its military expenditure by 5% to USD 250 billion in 2018 
against India’s USD 66.5 billion.The US which is the largest spender of 
defence had spent USD 649 billion in 2018. 

Opposition wants select panel scrutiny of key Bills 

1. Opposition parties have asked the government to send seven Bills in 
Rajya Sabha to Parliamentary Standing Committee or Select Committees 
for scrutiny. 

2. This decision was taken as eleven of the 22 Bills introduced in the 
ongoing session of Parliament have been passed without any scrutiny by 
parliamentary standing committees. 

3. The Parliamentary committees are established to study and deal with 
various matters that cannot be directly handled by the legislature due to 
their volume.They also monitor the functioning of the executive branch. 

4. The Parliamentary committees are of two kinds.The Standing committees 
are elected or appointed periodically and they work on a continuous basis. 

5. On the other hand,Ad hoc or select committees are created on a 
temporary basis as the need arises and they are dissolved after they 
complete the task assigned to them. 

6. Parliamentary committees draw their authority from Article 105 (on 
privileges of Parliament members) and Article 118(on Parliament’s 
authority to make rules for regulating its procedure and conduct of 
business). 

7. The Committee reports are usually exhaustive and provide authentic 
information on matters related to governance.The bills that are referred 
to committees are returned to the House with significant value addition. 
Parliament is not bound by the recommendations of committees. 

CBDT celebrates Aaykar Diwas 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/opposition-wants-select-panel-scrutiny-of-key-bills/article28702984.ece
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=CBDT-celebrates-Aaykar-Diwas&id=369005


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE: 25/07/2019 

 

ADDRESS :- 
Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUUGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US 

1. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is celebrating the 159th Income Tax 
Day which is also called as Aaykar Diwas. 

2. Income Tax was introduced for the first time in India by Sir James Wilson 
on 24th July,1860 to compensate for the losses incurred by the British 
regime during the first war of independence against British Rule.  

3. The event will include release of departmental publications, e-journal, 
publicity kit for outreach programmes among other things. 

4. CBDT has also launched a “Kardaata e-Sahyog Abhiyan” which will 
endeavour to assist and support taxpayers and other stakeholders in 
enabling them to e-file their returns and discharge other tax related 
obligations. 

5. CBDT is a statutory authority that functions under the Central Board of 
Revenue Act,1963.It is a part of the Department of Revenue in the 
Ministry of Finance. 

6. CBDT provides inputs for policy and planning of direct taxes in India and 
is also responsible for the administration of direct tax laws through the 
Income Tax Department. 

Gujarat tops in solar rooftop installations 

1. According to the government data,Gujarat has emerged as the state with 
the most rooftop solar panels installed. 

2. Gujarat has installed rooftop solar power capacity of 261 MW against 
1,700 MW for all of India.Gujarat is followed by Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu in terms of installed rooftop capacity. 

3. The government has also provided financial assistance and incentives 
under the Grid Connected Rooftop Solar programme. 

4. The Grid Connected Rooftop Solar Programme aims to achieve a 
cumulative capacity of 40,000 MW from rooftop solar projects by 2022. 
The program encourages installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic power 
generation plant for self-consumption as well as supply/sale of electricity 
to the grid. 
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5. The programme will have substantial environmental impact in terms of 
savings of CO2 emission. 

6. The programme will also have direct employment potential.Besides 
increasing self-employment it is likely to generate employment 
opportunity equivalent to 9.39 lakh job years for skilled and unskilled 
workers. 

7. The Indian government has set a growth target of installation of 175 GW 
aggregate capacity of renewable energy by 2022.Out of total 175 GW, 
target of 100 GW has been set for Solar Power. 

Bangladesh: Scientists develop method to convert Jute fibre into 
low-cost bio-degradable cellulose sheets 

1. Scientists in Bangladesh have developed a method to convert Jute fibre 
into low-cost biodegradable cellulose sheets named as Sonali. 

2. These can be used as wrapping material and carrying bag.The physical 
qualities of the invented jute fibre and plastic are quite similar. 

3. The Eco-friendly jute poly bags made up of Sonali can also be used in 
garments and food packaging work and they are not harmful for human 
health. 

4. However,the main challenge in the large scale adoption of Sonali sheet is 
the relatively high cost of production which is almost double that of 
polythene.But,the production on a large scale is expected to bring down 
the cost. 

New India-UK scheme to fund students from UK to visit India 

1. A new India-UK bilateral pilot scheme known as “UKEIRI Mobility 
Programme:Study in India” has been launched. 

2. The scheme aims to support Britain’s universities to collaborate with 
Indian partners in order to send UK students to India during their 
studies. 
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3. The program is an initiative of Universities UK International (UUKi) and 
British Council India. 

4. The program will also support the internationalisation of Indian higher 
education through the diversification of the student body and the 
consolidation of inter-institutional partnerships 

5. The program will try to generate upto 200 opportunities for 
undergraduate students at UK universities to visit India by March 
2021.Under the program,priority will be given to the students who are 
from under-represented groups. 

Explained: What are sovereign bonds, and what are their risks and 
rewards? 

1. Finance Minister has announced in the Budget that it plans to raise a 
portion of its gross borrowing from overseas markets using sovereign 
bonds. 

2. A government bond or sovereign bond is a form of debt that the 
government undertakes wherein it issues bonds with the promise to pay 
periodic interest payments and also repay the entire face value of the 
bond on the maturity date. 

3. However,the current controversy relates to India’s sovereign bonds that 
will be floated in foreign countries and will be denominated in foreign 
currencies.In other words,both the initial loan amount and the final 
payment will be in either US dollars or some other comparable currency. 

4. This would differentiate these proposed bonds from either government 
securities wherein the Indian government raises loans within India and in 
Indian rupee or Masala bonds wherein Indian entities and not the 
government raises money overseas in rupee terms. 

5. The difference between issuing a bond denominated in rupees and issuing 
it in a foreign currency such as US dollars is the incidence of exchange 
rate risk. 
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6. If the loan is in terms of dollars and the rupee weakens against the dollar 
during the bond’s tenure,the government would have to return more 
rupees to pay back the same amount of dollars.However,if the initial loan 
is denominated in rupee terms,then the negative fallout would be on the 
foreign investor. 

7. Further,the Indian Government is borrowing from overseas markets as 
Indian government’s domestic borrowing is crowding out private 
investment and preventing interest rates from falling even when inflation 
has cooled off and the RBI is cutting policy rates. 

8. Moreover,at less than 5%,India’s sovereign external debt to GDP is among 
the lowest globally.In other words,there is scope for the Indian 
government to raise funds this way without worrying too much about the 
possible negative effects. 

9. The sovereign bond issue will also provide a yield curve a benchmark for 
Indian corporates who wish to raise loans in foreign markets.This will 
help Indian businesses that have increasingly looked towards foreign 
economies to borrow money. 

Lok Sabha passes Bill to tackle illicit deposit schemes 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Scheme 
Bill, 2019. 

2. The bill provides for a comprehensive mechanism to ban unregulated 
deposit schemes and to protect the interests of depositors. 

3. The bill has amended three legislations namely (a)Reserve Bank of India 
Act,1934 (b)Securities and Exchange Board of India Act,1992 and 
(c)Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act,2002. 

4. The bill defines regulated deposits as all deposit-taking schemes which 
are overseen and regulated by regulators like (a)Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) (b)Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) (c)Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs and (d)state and union territory governments. 
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5. On the other hand,deposit-taking scheme is defined as unregulated if it is 
not registered with the regulators listed in the Bill. 

6. The bill completely bans the promoting,operating,issuing advertisements 
or accepting deposits in any Unregulated Deposit Scheme. 

7. The Bill define three types of offences:(a)running of Unregulated Deposit 
Schemes (b)fraudulent default in Regulated Deposit Schemes and 
(c)wrongful inducement in relation to Unregulated Deposit Schemes. 

8. The bill also provides for severe punishment and heavy fines to act as a 
deterrent.It also has a provision for repayment of deposits in cases where 
such schemes manage to raise deposits illegally. 

9. Further,the bill provides clear cut timelines for attachment of property 
and reimbursement to depositors.It also provides for designation of 
Courts to oversee repayment of depositors and to try offenses under the 
bill. 

10. The bill also provides for the creation of an online central database for 
collection and sharing of information on deposit-taking activities in the 
country. 
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Lok Sabha passes Bill to set up single tribunal to settle 
inter-state water disputes 

1. Lok Sabha has passed the Inter-State River Water Disputes 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

2. The bill seeks to amend the Inter-State River Water Disputes 
Act, 1956.  The Act provides for the adjudication of disputes 
relating to waters of inter-state rivers and river valleys. 

3. The Bill requires the central government to set up a dispute 
Resolution Committee (DRC) for resolving any inter-state 
water dispute amicably. The DRC will get a period of one year 
extendable by six months to submit its report to the central 
government. 

4. The Bill proposes to set up an Inter-State River Water Disputes 
Tribunal for adjudication of water disputes if a dispute is not 
resolved through the DRC. 

5. This tribunal can have multiple benches. All existing tribunals 
will be dissolved and the water disputes pending adjudication 
before such existing tribunals will be transferred to this newly 
formed tribunal. 

6. The Tribunal will consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, 
three judicial members and three expert members. 

7. Under the Act, the central government maintains a data bank 
and information system at the national level for each river 
basin. The Bill provides that the central government will 
appoint or authorise an agency to maintain such data bank. 

 

 

Release of India’s R&D expenditure eco-system report 
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1. The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-
PM) has released a report titled ‘R&D Expenditure 
Ecosystem’. 

2. The report has said that the growth in research and 
development (R&D) expenditure should be commensurate with 
the economy’s growth and should be targeted to reach at least 
2% of the gross domestic product (GDP) by 2022. 

3. The report has pointed out that India’s public investment in 
R&D as a fraction of GDP has remained stagnant over the last 
two decades. 

4. It has remained constant at around 0.6% to 0.7% of GDP and 
this is well below the major countries such as the United States 
(US) (2.8%), China (2.1%), Israel (4.3%) and Korea (4.2%). 

5. The report has said that government expenditure on R&D is 
undertaken almost entirely by the central government. It has 
called for greater participation of state government and the 
private sector in overall R&D spending. 

6. To stimulate the private sector’s investment in R&D from 
current 0.35% of GDP, it has suggested that a minimum 
percentage of turn-over of the company may be invested in 
R&D by medium and large enterprises registered in India. 

7. The report has recommended that states can partner with 
Centre to jointly fund research and innovation programmes 
through socially designed Central Sponsored Schemes (CSS). 

8. The report also pitched for creating 30 dedicated R&D Exports 
Hub and a corpus of Rs 5,000 crore for funding mega projects 
with cross cutting themes which are of national interest. 

9. PMEAC is a non-constitutional, non-permanent and 
independent body constituted to give economic advice to the 
Government of India, specifically the Prime Minister. 
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10. The council serves to highlight key economic issues facing the 
country to the government of India from a neutral viewpoint. It 
advises the Prime Minister on economic issues like inflation, 
microfinance, and industrial output. 

India’s first dragon blood-oozing tree 

1. Researchers from Assam have discovered Dracaena 
cambodiana. It is a dragon tree species in the Dongka Sarpo 
area of West Karbi Anglong. 

2. This is for the first time that a dragon tree species has been 
reported from India. 

3. This plant yields dragon’s blood which is a bright red resin used 
since ancient times as medicine, body oil, varnish, incense and 
dye.  

4. Several antifungal and antibacterial compounds, antioxidants, 
flavonoids, have also been extracted from various parts of the 
plant. 

5. Researchers have said that in India, the Dracaena genus 
belongs to the family Asparagaceae. It is represented by nine 
species and two varieties in the Himalayan region, the 
northeast and Andaman and Nicobar Islands. But Dracaena 
cambodiana is the only true dragon tree species. 

6. However, ecent overexploitation to meet the increasing 
demand for dragon’s blood has resulted in rapid depletion of 
the plant. For this reason, the species is already listed in the 
inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of China. 

Cabinet approves Determination of ‘Fair and 
Remunerative Price’ of sugarcane payable by sugar mills 
for 2019-20 sugar season 
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1. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has 
approved the proposal in respect of Determination of ‘Fair and 
Remunerative Price’ of sugarcane payable by sugar mills for 
2019-20 sugar season. 

2. The Cabinet has also approved the creation of buffer stock of 
40 lakh Metric Tonnes of sugar for one year from the 1st of next 
month. This will lead to an improvement in the liquidity in 
sugar inventories and stabilization in sugar prices 

3. The Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) is the minimum 
price that sugar mills have to pay to sugarcane farmers. 

4. FRP is determined by the Central Government on the basis of 
the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices (CACP). 

5. The final FRP is arrived by taking into account various factors 
such as cost of production, domestic and international prices, 
overall demand supply situation, inter-crop price parity among 
others. 

6. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) is one 
of the standing committees of cabinet constituted by 
government of India. The committee is headed by the Prime 
Minister. 

7. The major function of the CCEA is to review economic trends 
on a continuous basis as also the problems and prospects with a 
view to evolve a consistent and integrated economic policy 
framework for the country. 

8. The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices 
(CACP) is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, Government of India. It came into existence 
in January 1965.It is an advisory body whose recommendations 
are not binding on Government. 
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Global meet on shark fisheries 

1. International shark meet was held in Kochi, Kerala on July 24, 
2019. 

2. The global conference was jointly organised by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI). 

3. The meeting aimed to bring together the scientific community 
in the spectrum to describe various methodologies being 
transpired and adopted in research works and to develop a set 
of common guidelines for all the shark fishing countries. 

4. The meeting stressed on the need for mapping and 
understanding the full value chain of shark species to secure 
sustainability of commercial fishery and markets which would 
benefit both the stakeholders and the resources. 

5. The CMFRI was established by the Government of India in 
1947 under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 
and later it joined the Indian Council of Agricultural research 
(ICAR) in 1967.The institute is headquartered at kochi. 

6. The FAO is a specialized agency of the United Nations that 
leads international efforts to defeat hunger. It is headquartered 
in Rome, Italy. The goal of FAO is to achieve food security for 
all and make sure that people have regular access to enough 
high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives. 

Govt readies compensation plan for patients affected by 
faulty devices 

1. Government had set up a nine-member medical devices sub-
committee headed by former director general of health services 
(DGHS), Dr B.D. Athani. 
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2. The subcommittee was set up to recommend compensation 
plan for patients suffering from adverse effects of a faulty 
medical device. The compensation will be given by the 
manufacturers and importers of such devices. 

3. The committee is in the final stages of coming up with a legally 
binding compensation formula. 

4. The Compensation has been determined on the basis of 
parameters such as the base amount, loss of wages and the 
degree of disability. Further, new provisions will be added to 
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act to introduce a compensation plan. 

5. Currently, India does not have any legal provisions to 
compensate patients facing health problems due to implants or 
use of faulty medical devices. Under the law, companies are 
liable to pay compensation only when something goes wrong 
during a clinical trial. 

ICMR launches forum to improve data collection and use 

1. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has launched 
the National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) to improve data 
collection and use. 

2. The NDQF was launched in collaboration between the National 
Institute for Medical Statistics (NIMS) and global non-profit 
organisation Population Council. 

3. NDQF will integrate learnings from scientific and evidence-
based initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops 
and conferences. 

4. The activities of the NDQF will help towards establishing 
protocols and good practices when dealing with data collection, 
storage, use and dissemination which can be applied to health 
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and demographic data as well as replicated across industries 
and sectors. 

5. The ICMR is the apex and premier medical research 
organization in the country which spearheads planning, 
formulation, coordination and promotion of biomedical 
research. It works under Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

6. NIMS is one of the permanent institutes of Institutes of Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).It is India’s only institute 
to coordinate and standardize the collection of medical and 
health statistics in the country. 

7. The Institute came into existence in the year 1977 with the 
mandate to provide technical expertise on research 
methodology, programme evaluation, mathematical modeling, 
data analysis etc. 

5G, data localisation to dominate BRICS meeting 

1. The two-day BRICS foreign ministers is set to be held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. This meeting is being held in preparation for 
the 11th BRICS summit in November, 2019. 

2. The meeting is expected to call for a united stand on issues 
surrounding 5G networks and data storage. 

3. The BRICS countries may also search for common ground on 
data localisation after the Reserve Bank of India had passed 
guidelines ensuring that financial data pertaining to Indians is 
stored only in Indian servers. 

4. The meeting will also make a special mention of the U.S. 
opposition to Chinese telecom major Huawei. 

5. India is yet to clarify whether it will include Huawei in its trials 
of 5G equipment due to start in September, 2019.The issue had 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/5g-data-localisation-to-dominate-brics-meeting/article28714318.ece


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- 
dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 
9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE- 26.07.19 

ADDRESS :-  
 Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUGGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US  
 

been raised on the sidelines of the Osaka G-20 summit but no 
decision has been announced. 

6. BRICS is an association of Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa, the five fastest emerging nations. The BRICS 
Leaders Summit is convened annually. 

7. Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s 
population and about 30% of the GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) making it a critical economic engine. 

8. The 10th BRICS summit was held in Johannesburg, South 
Africa. The theme of 10th BRICS Summit was “BRICS in Africa: 
Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in 
the 4th Industrial Revolution”. 

Need to respond to China’s growing might in Indian 
Ocean: Navy chief 

1. Indian Navy Chief has said that the Indian armed forces will 
need to respond to China’s rapidly-expanding military might, 
especially its growing naval footprint in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). 

2. This statement comes after China had released its defence 
white paper, which mentioned Chinese military’s increased 
global focus. 

3. China is also in the process of constructing warships including 
aircraft carriers and submarines on war footing. 

4. However, the Navy chief has highlighted the Indian Navy’s 
current budgetary constraints. He said that Indian Navy 
requires long-term fiscal support for major acquisitions in the 
next few years as part of its modernisation plans. 

5. The Navy currently has around 140 warships and 220 aircraft 
but many of them are slated for progressive retirement. With 
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proper funding, the Navy hopes to become a 212-warship and 
458-aircraft force by around 2030. 

China plans to build more military facilities abroad 

1. China has released a white paper titled “China’s National 
Defence in the New Era”. 

2. The paper has touched upon various aspects of its military 
development comparing with India, US, Russia and other 
countries. 

3. The white paper has tried to justify China building military 
facilities in foreign locations and signalled that it would 
continue with efforts in this direction. 

4. China has already established a military support base in 
Djibouti in the Horn of Africa. 

5. Further, experts have said that China may establish military 
bases in countries with which it has a longstanding friendly 
relationship and similar strategic interests such as Pakistan and 
in which there is a precedent for hosting foreign militaries. 

6. India has also been worried that China’s People’s Liberation 
Army would use the $60 billion China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor(CPEC) to extend its military reach. 

7. CPEC refers to a number of major infrastructure works 
currently under way in Pakistan intended to link Kashgar in 
China’s Xinjiang province to Gwadar deep sea port close to 
Pakistan’s border with Iran. The project seeks to expand and 
upgrade infrastructure across the length and breadth of 
Pakistan. 

8. The CPEC passes through Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (Gilgit-
Baltistan). As both India and Pakistan claim all of Kashmir, the 
area is considered a disputed territory by India. According to 
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India, it undermines India’s strategic interests and territorial 
integrity. 

PMO asks FinMin to study overseas bond issue 

1. The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has asked the finance 
ministry to reconsider the idea of issuing foreign currency 
overseas sovereign bonds. 

2. Finance Minister in her budget speech had said that India 
would look to issue overseas foreign currency sovereign bonds. 

3. However, the idea has been criticised by economists as they 
argued that it could create long-term economic risks by 
exposing the government’s liabilities to currency fluctuations. 

4. A government bond or sovereign bond is a form of debt that the 
government undertakes wherein it issues bonds with the 
promise to pay periodic interest payments and also repay the 
entire face value of the bond on the maturity date. 

5. However, overseas sovereign bonds will be denominated in 
foreign currencies. In other words, both the initial loan amount 
and the final payment will be in either US dollars or some other 
comparable currency. 

6. Further, experts have said that overseas borrowings would lead 
to a quicker increase in India’s foreign exchange reserves which 
would lead to a stronger rupee. A stronger rupee would 
encourage imports at a time when the government is trying to 
curb them. 

Karnataka speaker disqualifies 3 MLAs, case may go to 
Supreme Court today 
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1. Karnataka Assembly Speaker has disqualified three rebel MLAs 
as they have violated the provisions of the 10th Schedule of the 
Constitution (anti-defection law). 

2. The speaker has said that the rebel lawmakers would now no 
longer be MLAs with immediate effect and are barred from 
contesting elections till 2023.However, the disqualification is 
open to judicial review. 

3. The Anti-defection law is contained in the 10th Schedule of 
the Constitution. It was enacted by Parliament in 1985. 

4. The purpose of the anti-defection law is to curb political 
defection by the legislators. The law applies to both Parliament 
and state assemblies. 

5. It lays down the process by which legislators may be 
disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of 
a legislature based on a petition by any other member of the 
House. 

6. There are two grounds on which a member of a legislature can 
be disqualified: a) if he/she voluntarily gives up the 
membership of his/her party and b) if a legislator votes in the 
House against the direction of his/her party and his/her action 
is not condoned by his party. 

7. There is an exception that has been provided in the law to 
protect the legislators from disqualification. The 10th Schedule 
says that if there is a merger between two political parties and 
two-thirds of the members of a legislature party agree to the 
merger, they will not be disqualified. 

SC orders setting up of special courts in districts with over 
100 pending POCSO cases 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-orders-setting-up-of-special-courts-in-districts-with-over-100-pending-pocso-cases/article28707581.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-orders-setting-up-of-special-courts-in-districts-with-over-100-pending-pocso-cases/article28707581.ece


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- 
dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 
9975806127,7887992834/5  

DATE- 26.07.19 

ADDRESS :-  
 Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUGGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US  
 

1. The Supreme Court has ordered the government to set up 
special courts in those districts where more than 100 cases of 
sexual offences against children are pending. 

2. The special court will be set up under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act. The court will 
only hear sexual assault cases against children and will ensure 
speedy trial. 

3. The Supreme Court has given the Centre 30 days’ time to 
arrange the funds needed for infrastructure, and appointment 
of judges, support staff and prosecutors. The court has also 
directed solicitor general to furnish a progress report on 
26th September. 

4. The POCSO Act, 2012 was enacted to protect the children from 
offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography. 
The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of 
age. 

5. Recently, the government has introduced Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill 2019. 

6. The amendment bill provides for gender neutral application of 
stringent punishment, including death penalty, for aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault of both girl and boy below 16 years of 
age. 

7. For the first time, the bill carries a definition of child 
pornography and provide for levy of fines and imprisonment of 
up to 5years to curb child pornography. 

8. Amendments are also proposed to protect children from sexual 
offences in times of natural calamities. 

ECI sets up teams to probe VVPAT mismatch in Lok Sabha 
election 
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1. The Election Commission of India has set up a panel to 
examine VVPAT mismatch in Lok sabha election 2019.  

2. This comes in the backdrop of reports of mismatches between 
the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips and the 
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) count in eight cases during 
the Lok Sabha election 

3. Under the electoral rules, if there is any discrepancy in the 
match, the VVPAT count prevails. 

4. Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) is an independent 
system attached to an EVM that allows the voters to verify that 
their votes are cast as intended. It helps to detect any possible 
election fraud or malfunction of EVMs 

5. Before the 2019 Loka Sabha election, the Supreme Court had 
order the EC to counter-check the VVPAT and EVM tallies in 
five randomly selected polling stations in an Assembly 
segment. 

6. Previously, under the ECI guideline 16.6, only the VVPAT slips 
from one EVM in every Assembly segment/constituency was 
subjected to physical verification. 

RTI Amendment Bill passed amid protests in Rajya Sabha 

1. The Rajya Sabha has passed the Right to Information 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. The bill amends the RTI Act 2005. 

2. According to the RTI Act of 2005, the Chief Information 
Commissioner (CIC) and Information Commissioners (IC) at 
the central and state level will hold office for a term of five 
years.  However, the amendments specify that the Centre will 
in fact notify the terms of both the CIC and the IC. 

3. The Bill also removes provisions of the salary of the CIC and IC 
being equivalent to those of the CEC and election 
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commissioners at the central level and to those of the election 
commissioners and the chief secretary at the state level. The bill 
states that it should be specified by the government. 

4. According to the government, the rationale behind the 
amendment is that the mandate of Election Commission of 
India and Central and State Information Commissions are 
different. Hence, their status and service conditions should be 
rationalised. Central Information Commission was a statutory 
body and it was an anomaly to equate it to a constitutional 
body like Election Commission 

5. However, opposition parties have criticised the amendment bill 
on the grounds that it would dilute the Act and curtail the 
independence of the CIC and other information officers. 

6. They have opined that the amendment would also allow Centre 
to simply transfer any authority be it the CIC or any of the SICs 
in the event a case is directed against the interests of the 
government. 

Earth is warming at faster pace than in last 2,000 years: 
study 

1. According to studies published in the journals Nature and 
Nature Geoscience, world temperatures rose faster in the late 
20th century than at any other time in the last 2,000 years. 

2. The paper published in Nature examined regional temperature 
trends over time. While, the paper published in Nature 
Geoscience examined rates of surface warming, averaged over 
sub-periods each a few decades long. 

3. The researchers had used data compiled from nearly 700 
temperature indicators such as tree rings, sediment cores, coral 
reefs, modern thermometer readings etc. 
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4. The findings of the study suggest that in modern human history 
temperatures rose the fastest and most consistently in the late 
20th century marked by unprecedented anthropogenic 
emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases. The study also 
found that pre-industrial temperature fluctuations were largely 
driven by volcanic activity. 
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Explained: Lok Sabha has passed amendments to The 
Companies Act. Here’s what they are 

1. Lok Sabha has passed The Companies (Amendment) Bill, 
2019.The Bill seeks to amend The Companies Act, 2013. 

2. Under the 2013 Act, there were 81 compoundable offences that 
carry punishments of a fine and/or prison terms. These 
offences were heard by courts.  

3. The Bill makes 16 of these offences civil defaults where 
government appointed adjudicating officers may levy penalties. 
Some of these offences are the issuance of shares at a discount 
and the failure to file annual returns. 

4. Currently, companies that are required to budget for Corporate 
Social responsibility (CSR) must disclose in their annual 
reports the reasons why they were unable to fully spend these 
funds.  

5. However, the bill now says that any unspent annual CSR funds 
must be transferred to one of the funds under Schedule 7 of the 
Act (for example, the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund) within six 
months of the financial year. 

6. Under the Act, the National Financial Reporting Authority can 
debar a member or firm from practising as a Chartered 
Accountant for six months to 10 years in case of proven 
misconduct.  

7. The Bill amends this punishment to provide for debarment 
from appointment as an auditor or internal auditor of a 
company or performing a company’s valuation for the same 
period. 

8. Under the Act, change in period of financial year for a company 
associated with a foreign company has to be approved by the 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).Under the Bill, these 
powers have been transferred to the central government. 
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Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yojana 

1. Union Minister of Textiles has informed Lok Sabha about 
the Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas Yojana (AHVY). 

2. The Government had launched the Ambedkar Hastshilp Vikas 
Yojana (AHVY) in the year 2001-2002. 

3. The objective of the scheme is to mobilize the artisans into Self 
Help Groups and training the groups on various aspects of 
forming and running the community business enterprises for 
self-sustainability of artisans. 

4. The Government has identified and adopted 90 clusters across 
the country which will also cover aspirational districts, women 
clusters, weaker section and export potential clusters. The 
objective is to transform these clusters in a time period of 3 
years by ensuring self-sustainment of the Self Help Groups and 
artisans of these clusters. 

5. Government has also taken initiative to organize campaign to 
educate cluster artisans about the scope of Producer Company 
and its importance for long term sustainable business 
development for the cluster. 

6. In addition to the above, the Government has organized 
Hastkala Sahyog Shivirs at more than 300 places all over the 
country for providing Aadhaar linked Pahchan card, marketing 
facilities, facilitating to artisans through Mudra loan and 
enrolment of artisans under different schemes. 

Ministry of mines organises a workshop on Effective 
utilization of Red Mud 

1. Ministry of Mines has organised a workshop called ‘Waste To 
Wealth’ on effective utilization of ‘Red Mud’. 
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2. The workshop was organised in association with Jawaharlal 
Nehru Aluminium Research Development and Design Centre 
(JNARDDC). 

3. Red Mud is a solid waste generated during the aluminium 
production process.This is an environmental concern due to 
the presence of impurities such as caustic soda and others 
minerals. 

4. The global generation of red mud is more than 150 million 
tonnes and there exists a global inventory of more than three 
billion tonnes.Red mud generation in India is around 9 million 
tonnes per year. 

5. The workshop discussed on the present status regarding the 
generation of Red Mud and its safe disposal and utilization. 
The deliberations were also held on efforts for effective 
utilisation of red mud with necessary government support. 

Private Bill on compulsory voting divides House 

1. A Member of Parliament (MP) has introduced a private 
member bill in the Lok Sabha called Compulsory Voting Bill, 
2019. 

2. Compulsory voting can be defined as a legal obligation to 
attend the polls at election time and perform whatever duties 
are required there of electors. Voters are legally bound to vote 
in elections. If an eligible voter does not attend a polling place, 
he may be subject to punitive measures such as fines. 

3. The constitution has adopted the system of universal adult 
suffrage to secure political justice. In India, the right to vote is 
provided by the Constitution and the RPA, 1951 subject to 
certain disqualifications. 

4. Article 326 of the Constitution guarantees the right to vote to 
every citizen above the age of 18. 
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5. Section 62 of the RPA, 1951 states that every person who is in 
the electoral roll of that constituency will be entitled to vote. 
This is a non-discriminatory, voluntary system of voting. 

6. In March 2015, the Law Commission in its report on electoral 
reforms had also opposed the idea of compulsory voting saying 
it was not practical to implement it. 

7. Further, 11 countries around the world make it mandatory for 
citizens to vote. Australia mandates compulsory voting at the 
national level. The penalty for violation includes an explanation 
for not voting and a fine.  

8. Several countries in South America including Brazil, Argentina 
and Bolivia also have a provision for compulsory voting. If one 
does not vote, access to state benefit and social security is 
restricted. 

9. Other democracies like the UK, USA, Germany, Italy and 
France have a system of voluntary voting. Usually, they have a 
high voter turnout. 

Preventive steps taken to check Marine Pollution 

1. Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemical & Fertilizers 
has informed Lok Sabha about the various preventive steps 
taken by the Government of India to check marine pollution. 

2. The Minister informed that India is a signatory to MARPOL 
(International Convention on the Prevention of Marine 
Pollution).  

3. In addition, the Prevention of Marine Pollution is also dealt 
with by Merchant Shipping Rules, 2009 framed under the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1958. 

4. The Minister has also informed that periodic surveys of Indian 
flag vessels are carried out in order to ensure compliance to the 
above rules. 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
http://www.pib.nic.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1580310


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

Date- 27.07.19 

ADDRESS :-  
 Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUGGESTION / FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US  
 
 

5. In 2019, steering committee with stakeholders from all the 
concerned Ministers and Departments has been constituted by 
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change to 
tackle the issues of marine plastic littering. 

6. MARPOL is the main international convention covering 
prevention of pollution of the marine environment by ships 
from operational or accidental causes. The Convention was 
adopted in 1973 at IMO. The Protocol of 1978 was adopted in 
response to a spate of tanker accidents in 1976-1977. 

Private member’s bill urges state poll funding 

1. A Member of Parliament (MP) has moved a private member’s 
bill in the Rajya Sabha to amend the Representation of the 
People Act. 

2. The amendment seeks to make two key proposals which are 
(a)the current per candidate expenditure limit of ₹70 lakh 
should be lifted and (b)there should be state funding to ensure 
a cleaner polity which is a public good. 

3. He argued that the that instead of imposing a limit on 
expenditure, transparency should be brought in so that 
candidates are allowed to legitimately raise funds. 

4. Further, he has asserted that the only way to cleanse the system 
was to ensure state funding. He proposed a National Election 
Fund under which each political party could be allotted funds 
according to their recent electoral performance.  

5. A Member of Parliament (MP) who is not a Minister in the 
Union Cabinet is called a Private Member. Bills introduced by 
such members are called Private Member’s Bills (PMB).A PMB 
can be introduced in either the Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha. 
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6. Bills introduced by ministers are called Government Bills. 
Unlike a Government Bill, a PMB is not discussed by the 
Council of Ministers internally. 

New anti-terror clause will be used sparingly; Azhar, 
Saeed to be first targets: official 

1. Government officials have said that the proposed amendments 
to the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) will be used 
sparingly. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment 
Bill 2019 has already been passed by the Lok Sabha. 

2. The Bill amends the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 
providing special procedures to deal with terrorist activities 
and individuals and groups that foster terrorism in India. 

3. Under the Act, the central government may designate an 
organisation as a terrorist organisation if it (a) commits or 
participates in acts of terrorism, (b) prepares for terrorism (c) 
promotes terrorism or (d) is otherwise involved in terrorism. 
The bill additionally empowers the government to designate 
individuals as terrorists on the same grounds. 

4. However, the government is yet to define the rules that will 
govern the UAPA bill, 2019. But the officials have said the 
process will be non-judicial. It will be decided by officials of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and the burden of proof will 
be on the government. 

5. The first step would be the proposal that has to come from the 
intelligence agencies. The information provided by one agency 
will be corroborated with another, it has to be credible. MHA 
will examine the proposal and once it is convinced after going 
through all the records, it will be cleared by the Home Minister 
and then notified. 
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6. Once the individual has been designated as a terrorist, he or 
she could file an appeal before the MHA, either in person or 
through registered post.  

7. Once the appeal has been filed, MHA will have to decide the 
case in 45 days. The individual will then have an option to 
appeal before an independent three-member review committee 
comprising sitting or retired High Court judges. The committee 
will be appointed by MHA. 

IBBI amends norms for insolvency resolution process for 
corporate persons 

1. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has made 
several changes to regulations around insolvency resolution 
process for corporates as well as the liquidation process. 

2. The amendments require completion of liquidation process 
within one year of its commencement notwithstanding the 
pendency of applications for avoidance transactions. 

3. The amendments also specifies a maximum time of 90 days 
from the order of liquidation for completion of compromise, if 
any proposed by the stakeholders under section 230 of the 
Companies Act,2013.This will ensure that liquidation process is 
closed at the earliest. 

4. The amendments also require the financial creditors who are 
financial institutions to contribute towards the liquidation cost 
where the corporate debtor does not have adequate liquid 
resources to complete liquidation. 

5. However, such contribution along with interest at bank rate 
thereon shall form part of liquidation cost which is paid in 
priority. 

6. The amendments provide for constitution of a Stakeholders’ 
Consultation Committee having representation from secured 
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financial creditors, employees, government, shareholder among 
others to advise the liquidator on matters relating to sale. 
However, the advice of this committee is not binding on the 
liquidator. 

7. The amendments also specify the process for withdrawal of 
applications before constitution of committee of creditors 
(CoC) and after issue of invitation for expression of interest. 

China launches first private rocket capable of carrying 
satellites 

1. Chinese startup company iSpace has successfully launched the 
first commercial rocket of China into the Earth’s orbit. 

2. The successful launch of  Hyperbola-1 was lifted off from 
Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre with several satellites and 
payloads into a predetermined orbit. 

3. Hyperbola-1 has also carried the CAS-7B CubeSat. It is an 
amateur radio mission which is developed by the Beijing 
Institute of Technology. 

4. CubeSat aremicro satellite which are generally in the size of a 
shoebox. They help the company or organization to monitor 
various things like weather patterns, crops, and disaster sites.  

5. They are cheaper to build and easier to deploy than traditional 
satellites and their launch has become a lucrative market which 
is currently being dominated by the Indian space programme. 

Currency policing should be done by IMF not US:RBI 
governor Shaktikanta Das 

1. The Reserve Bank of India governor has said that the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) should not allow the U.S to 
bilaterally label countries as currency manipulators. 
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2. He questioned the US bi-annual report calling out emerging 
markets for currency manipulation. He said that such labelling 
should not be a bilateral prerogative when multilateral 
institutions like the IMF exist. 

3. The governor also questioned the IMF role in currency 
surveillance stating it chose to ignore the times when a 
currency comes under pressure but was intolerant of countries 
resisting currency appreciation. 

4. India was first included in the US watch list in 2017 after the 
RBI bought $52 billion worth of foreign exchange representing 
1.8% of the country’s GDP to boost its forex reserves.  

5. However, the US treasury department had said that there was a 
notable decline in 2018 in the scale and frequency of foreign 
exchange purchases by India and removed India from the 
monitoring list. 

Stable rupee, lower oil prices push forex reserves to all-
time high 

1. According to the government data, India’s foreign exchange 
reserves has reached an all-time high of $430.37 billion till July 
19, 2019. 

2. This surge in the foreign currency reserves was aided by the 
recently conducted currency swaps worth $10 billion by the 
Reserve Bank of India. 

3. Further, the inflows have also come on the back of a stable 
rupee and relatively lower crude oil prices. 

4. Foreign exchange reserves are assets held on reserve by a 
central bank in foreign currencies. These reserves are used to 
back liabilities and influence monetary policy. 

5. These assets serve many purposes but are most significantly 
held to ensure that a central government agency has backup 
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funds if their national currency rapidly devalues or becomes 
altogether insolvent. 

6. The Foreign exchange reserves of India consists of four 
categories which are (a) Foreign Currency Assets (b) Gold (c) 
Special Drawing Rights(SDRs) and (d) Reserve Tranche 
Position. 

IT Min meets industry on govt-led ‘cloud economic zone’ 
plan 

1. Recently, the government has consulted with the industry 
representatives to understand the potential need for 
government-led ‘cloud economic zones’. 

2. Cloud economic zone are the geographical areas identified 
for the creation of data storage centres. 

3. However, Some industry representatives have expressed 
security concerns with placing sensitive data in restricted 
economic zones as this will allow for single attacks to threaten 
the high-risk areas. 

4. In April 2018, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had asked payment 
firms to ensure their data are stored exclusively on local server 
in India. Further, the draft e-commerce policy has also 
recommended strict data localisation. 

5. Indian government is also under increasing pressure from the 
US government and foreign industry players not to restrict data 
storage. 

6. At the G20 summit in Osaka, Indian Prime Minister did not 
sign onto a declaration of data free flow with trust proposed by 
Japan and heavily championed by the US. India has also 
refused to join negotiations about e-commerce at the World 
Trade Organization. 
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NBFCs with big realty loans must rebalance books: RBI 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked non-banking 
finance companies (NBFCs) to bring down their lending to the 
real estate sector. 

2. In the finance sector, the National Housing Bank has also been 
keeping a watch on lending to real estate sector by finance 
companies. Banks too have scaled down their lending to this 
segment. 

3. Despite facing a credit crunch, some NBFCs are still seeking to 
raise funds to on-lend to real estate projects which were stuck 
for want of additional funding.  

4. These projects will now have to look for other lenders as the 
RBI does not want this risk to be passed onto banks’ balance 
sheets. The fear is that the troubled projects could multiply the 
problem for the financial sector as banks and HFCs are already 
exposed to them through under-construction home loans. 

5. Meanwhile, industry association FICCI has said in a report that 
they have observed a significant decline in bank credit to 
NBFCs which was considered to be the key channel for funding 
requirement. This can be attributed to factors such as rise in 
non-performing assets, coupled with increasing losses in the 
real estate industry. 

Delhi’s first ‘virtual court’ lets people pay traffic challans 
online 

1. The Delhi High Court Chief Justice inaugurated a Virtual Court 
for online payment of traffic chalan. It is first such virtual court 
project in Delhi. 
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2. The virtual court project will tackle the issue of voluminous 
pendency in courts and help people in getting their traffic 
challans disposed of while sitting at home. 

3. The Virtual Court will cater to the traffic challans generated by 
the Delhi Traffic Police via the e-chalan application. All traffic 
challans except those where the vehicle is impounded can be 
disposed of by making an online payment at the portal. 

4. The virtual court will be presided over by a Metropolitan 
Magistrate, whose jurisdiction can extend to the entire state. 
The court is expected to function 24*7. 

Substandard teacher training colleges to be shut down 

1. The National Council for Teacher Education has begun the 
process of removing substandard teacher training colleges. This 
comes in the backdrop of the recommendations made by the 
Draft National Education Policy, 2019. 

2. The Draft National education Policy had recommended 
removal of corrupt or substandard ones through mandatory 
accreditation of all TEIs (Teacher Education Institutions) as 
multidisciplinary HEIs (Higher Education Institutions). It 
recommended that teacher education should gradually be 
moved into multidisciplinary colleges and universities. 

3. The draft had recommended that the existing B.Ed. programme 
should be replaced by a four-year integrated B.Ed. programme 
that combines high-quality content, pedagogy, and practical 
training. 

4. National Council for Teacher Education is a statutory body 
formed under the National Council for Teacher Education Act, 
1993. It acts as an advisory body for the Central and State 
Governments on all matters pertaining to teacher education. It 
is under the Ministry of Human Resource Development. 
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Krishonnati Yojana 

1. Green Revolution – Krishonnati Yojana is a scheme of Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

2. It is an Umbrella Scheme comprising both Central Sector as 
well as Centrally Sponsored Schemes/Missions in agriculture 
sector. 

3. The umbrella scheme comprises of 12 schemes/ missions. 
These schemes seek to develop the agriculture and allied sector 
in a holistic and scientific manner to increase the income of 
farmers by enhancing production, productivity and better 
returns on produce. 

4. The schemes that are part of the Krishonnati Yojana are: a) 
Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture, b) 
National Mission on Oil Seeds and Oil Palm, c) National Food 
Security Mission, d) National Mission for Sustainable 
Agriculture, e) Sub-Mission on Agriculture Extension, f) Sub-
Mission on Seeds & Planting Material, g) Sub-Mission on 
Agricultural Mechanisation, h) Sub-Mission on Plant 
Protection and Plant Quarantine, i) Integrated Scheme on 
Agricultural Census, Economics and Statistics, j) Integrated 
Scheme on Agricultural Cooperation, k) Integrated Scheme on 
Agricultural Marketing, and l) National e-Governance Plan in 
Agriculture. 

Spreading influence: On Realm naval base and Kra Canal 

1. Recently, there have been reports that China and Cambodia 
have signed a secret agreement that allows China exclusive use 
of the Realm naval base on the Gulf of Thailand. However, both 
China and Cambodia have denied such speculations. 
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2. According to reports, China will use the base for 30 years, with 
automatic renewals every 10 years after that. 

3. China would be able to station military personnel, store 
weapons and berth warships at the facility. 

4. Realm Naval base will be China’s first dedicated naval staging 
facility in South East Asia. 

5. China has had also signed an agreement with Thailand to build 
Kra canal across the Kra Isthmus in southern Thailand. The 
Kra canal would connect the Gulf of Thailand with the 
Andaman Sea. 

6. Kra Canal will offer an alternative route to China by surpassing 
the overcrowded Strait of Malacca. 

Telling Numbers: State-by-state — supply of piped water in 
villages 

1. According to the data provided by the Integrated Management 
Information System (IMIS) of the Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
Gujarat has the highest penetration of piped water supply 
under the National Rural Drinking Water Programme 
(NRDWP). 

2. Himachal Pradesh and Haryana perform the best after Gujarat. 
3. West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar perform the worst when 

it comes to piped water supply in rural areas. 
4. Among smaller states, Sikkim has the highest coverage of rural 

households with piped water supply. 
5. Jal Shakti ministry has recently announced Jal Jeevan Mission. 

It seeks to provide safe and adequate drinking water through 
individual household tap connections (HarGharJal) to all rural 
households by 2024 

6. The Mission will focus on integrated demand and supply-side 
management of water at the local level. It seeks to implement 
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source sustainability measures recharge and reuse through grey 
water management, water conservation, rain water harvesting. 

India on the move: What data from Census 2011 show on 
migrations? 

1. According to the recently released Census 2011 migration data, 
there over 45.58 crore Indians were found to be migrants as 
against 31.45 crore during 2001 Census. 

2. According to the Census, when a person is enumerated in 
Census at a different place than his/her place of birth, she/he is 
considered a ‘migrant’ 

3. The Census has also reported that Marriage and employment 
were the major reasons for migration. 

4. UP, Bihar, Rajasthan and MP had the highest ‘outmigration’. 
Maharashtra, Delhi and Gujarat had the largest ‘in-migration’. 

5. Among larger states, Bihar had the lowest number of people 
migrating into the state. 

6. Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand had more in-
migration than out-migration. While, UP, Bihar and Rajasthan 
had negative net migration i.e. more people left the state than 
coming in. 

Explained: Vande Mataram and Jana Gana Mana petition 
in Delhi High Court 

1. Delhi High Court has dismissed a petition seeking directions to 
the Centre to elevate Vande Mataram to a status equivalent to 
that of Jana Gana Mana. Jana Gana Mana, composed by 
Rabindranath Tagore in 1911 is India’s national anthem. 

2. The petitioner in Delhi High Court had argued that Vande 
Mataram had played a crucial role in the National Movement, 
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and should be accorded the same status as the National 
Anthem. 

3. Vande Mataram was written in 1870 by Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay in Bengali. The song became known publicly 
after Bankim Chandra published his novel Anandamath in 
1882. 

Iran tests medium-range missile 

1. Iran has test-fired a medium-range ballistic missile Shahab-3. 
The missile was launched from Iran’s south-eastern coastline 
along the Gulf of Oman and landed in northern Iran, east of 
Tehran. 

2. Missile launches are not forbidden under the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iran Nuclear Deal). This was 
one the main reason cited by USA while moving out of the deal. 

3. In 2015, Iran had agreed a long-term deal on its nuclear 
programme with a group of world powers known as the P5+1 – 
the US, UK, France, China, Russia and Germany. The deal is 
known as JCPOA. 

4. Though missile launches not prohibited under JCPOA, UN 
Security Council Resolution 2231 called upon Iran to refrain 
from activities related to ballistic missiles designed to be 
capable of delivering nuclear weapons. 
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India is not being overrun by immigrants  

1. According to the recently released 2011 Census migration data, immigration 
rate has decreased 0.6% in 2001 to 0.4% in 2011. 

2. The number of Indian residents born outside the country has decreased from 
6.2 million to 5.3 million between 2001 and 2011. 

3. According to Census 2011, the number of Bangladeshis in India is falling. Based 
on the basis of birth, the number for Bangladeshis fell from 3.7 million in 2001 
to 2.7 million, and based on the place of residence, it fell from 3.1 million to 2.3 
million in 2011. 

4. Nepalese numbers rose by around 30% between 2001 and 11. A striking feature 
is that it fell by 6% for males and grew by 60% for females. 

5. The number of Sri Lankans remained roughly the same at around 150,000 on 
the basis of last residence and fell from over 200,000 to 183,000 on the basis 
of birth. 

6. Further, the migration data has indicated that a number of Indians have begun 
to return from foreign destinations like the US, Australia and the Gulf 
countries. 

7. The number of people born in the US and enumerated in India grew ten times 
from roughly 3,000 in 2001 to 36,000 by 2011. Also, the numbers from United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia increased threefold. 

Understanding cryptocurrencies: What’s to like, and what’s to fear 

1. An inter-ministerial committee (IMC) that was set up to assess the viability of 
virtual currencies has recommended that India should ban private 
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin. 

2. A cryptocurrency is a subset of virtual currencies. It is decentralised, and 
protected by cryptography. Example: Bitcoin, Etherum, etc. 

3. A virtual currency is a digital representation of value that can be digitally 
traded. It functions as (a) a medium of exchange, and/ or (b) a unit of account, 
and/or (c) a store of value. However, unlike fiat currency like the rupee, it is not 
legal tender and does not have the backing of a government. 

4. All virtual currencies use Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT). It refers to 
technologies that involve the use of independent computers (also referred to as 
nodes) to record, share, and synchronise transactions in their respective 
electronic ledgers. Unlike traditional ledger, data in DLT is not centralised. 

5. Cryptocurrency like Bitcoin uses Blockchain technology- a special kind of DLT. 
A Blockchain is a digital, immutable, distributed ledger that chronologically 
records transactions in near real time. 
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6. Internationally, the application of DLT is being explored in the areas of trade 
finance, mortgage loan applications, digital identity management or KYC 
requirements, cross-border fund transfers and clearing and settlement systems. 

7. The inter-ministerial committee (IMC) has recognised the potential of DLT and 
Blockchain. It has recommended the Department of Economic Affairs to take 
necessary measures to facilitate the use of DLT in the entire financial field after 
identifying its uses. 

8. Further, it has also recommended that that regulators — RBI, SEBI, IRDA, 
PFRDA, and IBBI should explore evolving appropriate regulations for 
development of DLT in their respective areas. 

9. However, it has called for a ban on private cryptocurrencies. It also noted that 
the RBI Act has the enabling provisions to permit the central government to 
approve a “Central Bank Digital Currency” (CBDC) as legal tender in India. 

10. The IMC has highlighted a number of concerns regarding private 
cryptocurrencies. These are: a) non-official virtual currencies can be used to 
defraud consumers, b) scaling up such a currency system over a large 
population would exploits huge levels of energy resources, c) the RBI would 
lose control over the monetary policy and financial stability as it would not be 
able to keep a tab on the money supply in the economy, d) anonymity of private 
digital currencies make them vulnerable to money laundering and use in 
terrorist financing activities, e) there is no grievance redressal mechanism in 
such a system, f) transactions are irreversible in such a system. 

CRPF Celebrates 81st Raising Day 

1. On 27th July, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated its 81st Raising 
Day. 

2. The force came into existence as the Crown Representative’s Police this day in 
1939. It became the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) on the enactment of 
the CRPF Act on December 28, 1949. 

3. The CRPF is India’s largest Central Armed Police Force (CAPF). It functions 
under the aegis of Ministry of Home Affairs. 

4. The mission of the CRPF is to enable the government to maintain rule of law, 
public order and internal security effectively and efficiently, to preserve 
national integrity and promote social harmony and development by upholding 
supremacy of the Constitution. 

5. The CRPF has been the lead force in dealing with the militancy in Jammu and 
Kashmir, fighting the Left-Wing Extremism and insurgency in the Northeast. 

6. There are seven CAPF in India. They are a) Assam Rifles (AR), b) Border 
Security Force (BSF), c) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), d) Central 
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Reserve Police Force (CRPF), e) Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), f)National 
Security Guard (NSG) and g) Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) 

PM releases results of 4th cycle of All India Tiger Estimation – 2018 

1. On the occasion of Global Tiger Day, celebrated on 29th July, Indian Prime 
Minister has released the All India Tiger Estimation Report– 2018. 

2. The count of tigers in India, has risen to 2967, in 2018 from 2,226 in 2014. 
Madhya Pradesh saw the highest number of tigers at 526, closely followed by 
Karnataka (524) and Uttarakhand (442). Chhattisgarh and Mizoram saw a 
decline in tiger population. 

3. Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh recorded the highest number of tigers, 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu registered the “maximum 
improvement” since 2014 

4. The tiger census is carried out by National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA). The first census was conducted in 2006. 

5. The tiger census provides details on the number of tigers in the 18 tiger reign 
states with 50 tiger reserves. However, the current census also included data 
collected from the rough terrains of north-eastern states which was not possible 
due to logistic constrains before. 

6. The All India Tiger Estimation 2018 has used M-STRiPES (Monitoring System 
for Tigers-Intensive Protection and Ecological Status). M-STRiPES was 
launched in 2010 by NTCA and along with the Wildlife Institute of India. It is a 
patrol-based wildlife monitoring GIS database, designed to assist wildlife 
protection, monitoring, and management of Protected Areas. 

7. India had launched Project Tiger in 1973 with an aim to limit factors that leads 
to reduction of tiger habitats and to mitigate them by suitable management. 
Established in 2005, NTCA oversees management of Project Tiger and Tiger 
Reserves in India. 

8. In 2010, the governments of the world’s 13 tiger range countries put forward 
the Global Tiger Recovery Plan. The plan outlines how each country could 
double the number of tiger population in the country. 

9. The Plan was part of the ambitious species conservation goal called Tx2 set up 
by the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF). The goals is to double the number of 
wild tigers by 2022. 

Project Sahara – In Ahmedabad new tool to help reduce maternal 
mortality 
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1. An initiative called Project Sahara by the Ahmedabad district administration 
has reduced maternal deaths due to postpartum haemorrhage (PPH). 

2. Under Project Sahara, Non-pneumatic Anti-Shock garment (NASG) has been 
provided to primary health centres in the district. At present, 40 PHCs in 
Ahmedabad have an NASG suit each. 

3. Postpartum haemorrhage (PPH) leads to continuous and excessive bleeding. 
The rapid loss of blood because of PPH reduces the body’s blood pressure and 
can even cause death. 

4. The NASG applies pressure to the lower body and abdomen, thereby forcing 
the blood that was getting accumulated in the pelvic area to other essential 
organs of the body. 

5. According to Sample Registration System data of 2016-17, Gujarat’s maternal 
Mortality Rate was 91. 

6. Maternal mortality refers to the number of maternal deaths which occur due to 
pregnancy or as a result of a complication of the same. Maternal mortality rate 
(MMR) is taken as the number of recorded maternal deaths, for every 1 lakh 
live births. 

7. United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 3.1) calls to reduce MMR 
to less than 70 per 100,000 live births by 2030. 

Agent Smith 

1. Indian cybercrime officials has said that the Agent Smith malware is targeted at 
Indians. Indians constitute the highest number of victims so far. 

2. According to a report by Checkpoint, a private cyber security firm, Agent Smith 
is believed to have infected over 25 million devices so far. 

3. The Agent Smith malware can replace apps on android phones with malicious 
versions without the user’s knowledge. 

4. Malware which means malicious software refers to any kind of software that is 
designed to cause damage to a single computer, server or computer network 

5. It is an umbrella term used to refer to a variety of forms of hostile or intrusive 
malicious software including computer viruses, worms, Trojan horses, spyware, 
and ransomware among others. 

Naga register will shield State from outsiders, says Nagaland Deputy 
Chief Minister 

1. Nagaland’s Deputy Chief Minister has backed Register of Indigenous 
Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN). He has argued that it will help to safeguard the 
State from outsiders. 
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2. The RIIN was announced by the Nagaland state government in June 2019. The 
exercise began on 10th July and will be completed in 60 days. 

3. It is aimed at preparing a master list of all indigenous peoples. It is being 
prepared to stop the issuance of fake indigenous inhabitant certificates. 

4. December 1, 1963, the date on which Nagaland attained statehood is the base 
year for determining an indigenous inhabitant of the State. 

5. The exercise is being conducted through an extensive survey of residents in 
every village and ward in the state and is based on existing official records. The 
list will be prepared under the supervision of each district administration. 

Accessible Elections; a successful endeavor of Election Commission of 
India during Lok Sabha Election 2019 

1. Election commission of India’s motto of ‘Accessible Elections’ was successful in 
making the India’s elections inclusive and participative for all. 

2. EC had used several key initiatives such as electors with disabilities and senior 
citizens were mapped polling station wise to provide them targeted and need 
based assistance on the day of poll. 

3. During the election, all the polling stations were equipped with enough supply 
of wheelchairs and it was ensured that all polling stations had sturdy ramps for 
the convenience of Persons with Disabilities (PwD) electors. 

4. EC had also launched a ‘PwD App’ to enable PwDs to request for new 
registration, change in address, change in particulars and mark themselves as 
PwD through the app. 

5. Further, EVMs used in the elections were also embossed with Braille signage 
for the visually impaired voters assistance. It was also the first time that 
Electoral Photo Identity Card(EPIC) with braille were provided to the visually 
impaired electors. 

6. Other than nationwide initiatives States also innovated and enhanced the spirit 
of accessibility. In states such as Uttarakhand, Himachal and J&K initiative of 
DivyangSarathi and DivyangDolis was rolled out to facilitate PwDs and senior 
citizens. 

Convicted in graft case, Sikkim CM seeks disqualification waiver 

1. Sikkim Chief Minister (CM) has requested the Election Commission (EC) to 
grant him a waiver of the remaining period of his disqualification to retain the 
post. 
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2. Sikkim CM who was appointed on May 27, 2019 needs to be elected to the 
Assembly within six months of his appointment. However, he is barred from 
contesting polls as he has been convicted in a corruption case. 

3. Under the Representation of the People Act, 1951, those convicted and 
imprisoned under the Prevention of Corruption Act are disqualified from 
contesting elections during the period of incarceration and until six years after 
release. 

4. However, Section 11 of the Representation of the People Act,1951, empowers 
the Election Commission(EC) to remove or reduce the period of 
disqualification. 

5. Earlier, the EC had exercised its powers under Section 11 to remove or reduce 
disqualification of a convicted person. In 1977,EC had reduced the period of 
disqualification of two Uttar Pradesh MLAs who were convicted of criminal 
offence. 

States told to set up Centres to detain illegal migrants 

1. The Central Government is planning to release a Model Detention 
Manual,2019. 

2. The manual has asked all states and union territories to set up at least one 
detention centre each with modern amenities for illegal migrants/ foreigners. 

3. The aim behind setting up such detention centres is to restrict the movement of 
foreigners staying back illegally and thereby ensure that they are physically 
available at all times for expeditious repatriation or deportation. 

4. As per the manual, states will not need any specific approval from the Union 
home ministry for setting up a detention or holding center. 

5. Further, every detention centre shall have a cell which will provide help to the 
detainee foreigners for contacting the concerned embassy or their family 
through proper procedure. 

6. The manual also says that a skill centre and crèche facilities for children may 
also be provided within the detention camp. Further, observing that detention 
centres in most states were being run from prison, the manual has also directed 
that detention centres or camps be set up outside jail premises. 

7. This manual comes in the backdrop of the exercise in Assam where the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) is being finalised for which the Supreme 
Court has extended the deadline till August 31,2019. 

8. According to Citizenship Act 1955, an illegal migrant is a foreigner who enters 
the country without valid travel documents like a passport and visa or enters 
with valid documents but stays beyond the permitted time period. Illegal 
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migrants may be imprisoned or deported under the Foreigners Act, 1946 and 
the Passport (Entry into India) Act,1920. 

Army’s first Integrated Battle Groups to be structured by end of next 
month 

1. According to a report, Integrated Battle Groups(IBGs) which the Army plans to 
create as part of overall force transformation is close to implementation. 

2. Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs) are brigade-sized, agile, self-sufficient combat 
formations which can swiftly launch strikes against adversary in case of 
hostilities. 

3. Each IBG would be tailor-made based on Threat, Terrain and Task and 
resources will be allotted based on the three Ts. They will also be able to 
mobilise within 12-48 hrs based on the location. 

4. IBGs will be defensive and offensive. The offensive IBGs would quickly mobilise 
and make thrust into enemy territory for strikes. On the other hand, defensive 
IBGs would hold ground at vulnerable points or where enemy action is 
expected. 

5. The Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs) idea was initiated after the terrorist attack 
on the Parliament where the Indian military undertook massive mobilisation 
but the Army’s formations took weeks to mobilise losing the element of 
surprise. 

6. Following this, the Army formulated a proactive doctrine known as ‘Cold Start’ 
to launch swift offensive but its existence was consistently denied in the past. 
Its existence was acknowledged for the first time in January 2017. 

Govt panel says foreign firms need not mirror personal data in India 

1. Recently, a high-level government panel has decided to do away with the need 
for foreign firms to store a copy of all personal data within India. 

2. But the panel has said that all critical personal data must still be stored and 
processed in the country. 

3. Further, the panel has decided to hold further discussions with all stakeholders 
to decide what would constitute critical personal data. 

4. However, this panel’s order is a dilution of the recommendations of the Justice 
Srikrishna committee. The committee had recommended that while personal 
data can be processed and stored abroad, a copy needs to be stored here. 

5. The committee had also said that all critical personal data to be stored only in 
India. 
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6. The committee had said that critical personal data will include passwords, 
financial data, Health data among others. However, it had added that the 
government should define critical personal data. 

India must convince industry of RCEP’s benefits: Australia 

1. Australian High Commissioner to India has said that Indian government must 
convince the industry of Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership(RCEP) benefits. 

2. Recently, Indian Commerce minister had met industry bodies to review issues 
that India would need to keep in mind when continuing deliberations on the 
RCEP in China. 

3. The associations had said that industries are apprehensive of India signing 
RCEP because of fears that China will use it to enter and dominate the Indian 
market by dumping it with cheaper goods. 

4. However, the Australian envoy has said that Indian government should explain 
to the industry that RCEP will open the door for Indian industry to multiple 
markets. 

5. The RCEP will also allow Indian industry access to a number of countries in the 
region and is a pathway to India’s economic development. 

6. Further, she said that other challenge would be if RCEP countries decide to go 
ahead without countries like India and China as these are the two biggest 
economies of the region. 

7. RCEP is proposed mega trade pact between the ten member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vietnam) and the six states with which ASEAN has existing Free trade 
agreements(FTA’s)(Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and New 
Zealand). 

8. It aims to boost goods trade by eliminating most tariff and non-tariff barriers — 
a move that is expected to provide the region’s consumers greater choice of 
quality products at affordable rates. It also seeks to liberalise investment norms 
and do away with services trade restrictions. 

Karnataka Speaker disqualifies 14 more rebel MLAs till end of Assembly 
term 

1. Karnataka Assembly Speaker has disqualified 14 MLAs under the tenth 
schedule of the Constitution (anti defection law). 
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2. The disqualification bars the legislators from contesting Assembly polls for the 
term of the current Assembly and also bars them from holding constitutional 
posts during this period. 

3. The Anti-defection law is contained in the 10th Schedule of the Constitution. 
It was enacted by Parliament in 1985. 

4. The purpose of the anti-defection law is to curb political defection by the 
legislators. The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. 

5. It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of 
defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any 
other member of the House. 

6. There are two grounds on which a member of a legislature can be disqualified: 
a) if he/she voluntarily gives up the membership of his/her party and b) if a 
legislator votes in the House against the direction of his/her party and his/her 
action is not condoned by his party. 

7. There is an exception that has been provided in the law to protect the 
legislators from disqualification. The 10th Schedule says that if there is a 
merger between two political parties and two-thirds of the members of a 
legislature party agree to the merger, they will not be disqualified. 

8. In Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu and Others (1991),the Supreme Court 
Constitution Bench had declared that the Speaker’s decision was subject to 
judicial review. 

9. Further, the Speaker of the House does not have the power to review his own 
decisions to disqualify a candidate. Such power is not provided for under the 
Schedule and is not implicit in the provisions either. 

Conflicting views pervade BRICS Ministers’ meeting 

1. The two-day BRICS foreign ministers was held in Rio de Janeiro,Brazil. This 
meeting was held in preparation for the 11th BRICS summit in November,2019. 

2. During the meeting, the foreign ministers called on all States to prevent the 
financing of terrorist networks and terrorist actions from their territories. 

3. BRICS nations also said that a comprehensive approach is necessary to ensure 
effective results against terrorism. The comprehensive approach should include 
(a) countering radicalisation (b) recruitment (c) travel of foreign terrorist 
fighters (d) blocking sources and channels of terrorist financing (e) dismantling 
terrorist bases and (f) countering misuse of the Internet by terrorist entities. 

4. The ministers has also called for an adoption of the Comprehensive Convention 
on International Terrorism (CCIT) in the UN General Assembly. 

5. The five nations also reaffirmed their commitment to support international 
cooperation in combating illicit financial flows from all types of criminal 
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activity including within the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and the World 
Customs Organisation (WCO). 

6. The ministers also agreed to further deepen BRICS three-pillar-driven 
cooperation in the areas of economy, peace and security and people-to-people 
exchanges. 

7. BRICS nations also reiterated the urgent need to strengthen and reform the 
multilateral system including the UN, the WTO, the IMF and other 
international organisations. 

8. However, there was a conflicting views on (a)Political crisis in Venezuela and 
(b)on the approach to the crisis in the Persian Gulf. 

Dr Jitendra Singh reviews status of implementation of various projects 
under MDoNER 

1. Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER) has announced 
that Assam will become the first state to have first-ever Bamboo Industrial Park 
in the northeast.  

2. This industrial park will be set up in Manderdisa in Assam’s Dima Hasao 
district. This project is set to be completed by March 2021.  

3. Further, the central government has also planned to set up another project for 
Bamboo Park in Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh which would be taken up by the 
North eastern Council (NEC).    

4. North Eastern Council (NEC) was constituted as a statutory advisory body 
under the NEC Act,1971 and came into being on the 7th November,1972 at 
Shillong. 

5. The eight States of Northeast India are members of the council with their 
respective Chief Ministers and Governors representing them. Sikkim was added 
to the council in the year 2002. 

6. The headquarters of the council is situated in Shillong, Meghalaya and 
functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Government of India. 

7. The Council was initially set up as an advisory body but now sanctioned as a 
Regional planning body since 2002.They can now discuss any matter in which 
the North Eastern States have a common interest and decide the action to be 
taken on any such matter. 

Rural ministry to focus on 3-5 lakh women SHGs to scale up enterprises 

1. Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) has decided to focus on select 3-5 lakh 
women Self Help Groups(SHGs) with a view to convert their nano enterprises 
into micro enterprises. 
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2. This Initiative is taken up as part of Aajeevika-National Rural Livelihood 
Mission(NRLM). 

3. The NRLM mission aims to organize the rural poor women into SHGs and 
continuously nurture and support them to take economic activities till they 
attain appreciable increase in income over a period of time. This will help them 
to improve their quality of life and come out of poverty. 

4. Since 2011-12, SHGs have been entitled to get up to Rs 10 lakh as loan without 
collateral over a period of six to eight years. 

5. Further, the government is also planning to bring more women SHGs into 
micro and small enterprises through, bank loans, registration on government e-
market portals and similar e-commerce portals such as Amazon. 

6. The Union Budget 2018-19 has also substantially increased funding to NRLM 
by 60% and offers Rs 1 lakh MUDRA loan to one woman in each of the SHGs 
with a view to make them more self-reliant and increase their incomes. 
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➢ Parliament passes law banning unregulated deposit schemes 

1. Parliament has passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill 
2019. 

2. The bill provides for a comprehensive mechanism to ban unregulated 
deposit schemes and to protect the interests of depositors. 

3. The bill defines regulated deposits as all deposit-taking schemes which 
are overseen and regulated by regulators like (a) Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) (b) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) (c) Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs and (d) state and union territory governments. 

4. On the other hand, deposit-taking scheme is defined as unregulated if it 
is not registered with the regulators listed in the Bill. 

5. The Bill define three types of offences: (a) running of Unregulated 
Deposit Schemes (b) fraudulent default in Regulated Deposit Schemes 
and (c) wrongful inducement in relation to Unregulated Deposit 
Schemes. 

6. The Bill provides for the appointment of government officers not below 
the rank of Secretary to the state or central government as the Competent 
Authority. The Authority will have powers similar to those vested in a 
civil court. 

7. The Authority may (a) provisionally attach the property of the deposit 
taker, as well as all deposits received (b) summon and examine any 
person it considers necessary for the purpose of obtaining evidence and 
(c) order the production of records and evidence. 

8. The Bill provides for the constitution of one or more Designated Courts 
in specified areas. The Court will seek to complete the process within 180 
days of being approached by the Competent Authority. 

9. The bill also provides for the creation of an online central database for 
collection and sharing of information on deposit-taking activities in the 
country. 

 

 

 

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-passes-law-banning-unregulated-deposit-schemes/article28750722.ece


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

 DATE- 30.07.19 
 

ADDRESS :- 
Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUUGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US 
 

 

➢ National Creche Scheme 

1. Minister of Women and Child Development has informed Lok Sabha 
about the National Crèche Scheme. 

2. National Crèche Scheme is implemented as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme through States/UTs from 2017.The scheme is being 
implemented by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

3. The scheme aims to provide day care facilities to children from age group 
of 6 months to 6 years of working mothers in the community. 

4. The scheme also aims to provide supplementary nutrition, health care 
inputs like immunization, polio drops, basic health monitoring, sleeping 
facilities, pre-school education for children aged between 3-6 yrs. 

5. A crèche is a facility which enables parents to leave their children while 
they are at work and where children are provided stimulating 
environment for their holistic development.  

➢ Draft rules ready to make microdots must in vehicles 

1. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has issued a draft 
notification amending the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989. 

2. This amendment will allow motor vehicles and their parts, components, 
assemblies to be affixed with permanent and nearly invisible microdots 
that can be read physically with a microscope and identified with 
ultraviolet light. 

3. This move is aimed at making India free from vehicle thefts and spurious 
spare parts. 

4. Microdots are a globally proven technology to ensure originality in spare 
parts of machines and components including in the automobile sector. 

5. The government has envisaged that with microdots becoming a 
permanent feature in vehicles, identifying them would become easier in 
case they are stolen. 

6. The microdot technology involves spraying thousands of microscopic 
dots onto vehicles or other assets to form a unique identification. 

7. Each microdot carries this identification which is registered to the owner, 
but is not visible to the naked eye. Also, duplicate spare parts have been a 
pet peeve of the auto industry for decades. 
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➢ Govt announces welfare board for traders 

1. Commerce and industry ministry has notified the setting up of a 
‘National Traders Welfare Board’. 

2. The main objectives of the board will include (a) suggesting 
simplifications of rules (b) reducing the compliance burden on traders (c) 
improving access to funds and (d) making recommendations on social 
security benefits like insurance, pension and healthcare for both traders 
and their employees 

3. The board will be headed by a senior official from the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) and will include 
members of retailers associations and experts in the field. 

4. The board will have a chairman to be nominated by the government, five 
experts having knowledge of technical and other aspects of the retail 
trade and 10 members from various trade associations. 

5. In January, 2019, the government had renamed the department of 
industrial policy and promotion (DIPP) as the department for promotion 
of industry and internal trade (DPIIT) giving it the additional 
responsibility of welfare of traders and their employees. 

➢ Minorities panel draws its remit 

1. The National Commission of Minorities (NCM) subcommittee in its 
report has said that it does not have the power to identify any community 
as minority. 

2. NCM had constituted a sub-committee. The committee was entrusted 
with the task of preparing a report to provide a) comprehensive 
definition of minority and b) criteria for determining minority status of a 
community. 

3. The constitution of the sub-committee came in the backdrop of Supreme 
Court direction to NCM on defining minority in the context of state-wise 
population of a community.  

4. The direction came over a plea seeking minority status for Hindus in 7 
states and 1 UT. According to 2011 census, the Hindus are minority in 
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, and Punjab. 
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5. At present, minority status is granted to Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, 
Sikhs, Parsis and Jains. 

6. The NCM in its report has said that the role of the commission was not to 
declare new minority communities but to instead, work and ensure the 
progress and development of minorities and protect their religious, 
cultural and educational rights. 

7. The NCM has also said it has no such jurisdiction to declare minorities. 
The repository of such powers to declare a community as minority lies 
with the Central government. Section 2 (c) of the NCM Act itself clearly 
states that a community is notified as minority only by the government. 

8. The report has also referred to the 1999 judgment of the Supreme Court 
in Bal Patil v Union of India which had stated that it is not the 
function of the NCM to define minorities. 

9. The National Commission for Minorities (NCM) is a statutory 
body established under the National Commission for Minorities 
Act,1992.It functions to safeguard the rights and interests of minority 
communities in India. 

➢ 7th Economic Census begins from Tripura 

1. Government has started the 7th Economic Census from the north eastern 
state of Tripura. 

2. The census aims to get a complete count of all economic units in the 
country. The census is conducted by the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation (MoSPI). 

3. MoSPI has partnered with Common Service Centres, CSC e-Governance 
Services India Limited, Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) under the Ministry 
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) as the implementing 
agency for 7th Economic Census. 

4. The data will be collected through door to door survey of each household 
and commercial establishments under the provisions of Collection of 
Statistics Act 2008. 

5. The census is the only source of information on the significantly large 
unorganized sector in the country. As per the last Economic Census 
conducted in 2013, there were 58.5 million establishments employing 
around 131 million workers. 
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6. Economic census gives insights on the economic activities being 
carried out across the country, their geographical distribution, the 
number and distribution of workers, types of ownership and sources of 
finance.  

7. It covers all structures across the country whether residential or 
commercial but excludes certain economic activities such as crop-
production, plantation activities, illegal activities, public administration, 
defence and activities of extraterritorial organisations. 

➢ What’s behind Iconic Tourist Sites initiative? 

1. During Budget 2019-20,Finance Minister had said that 17 Iconic Tourist 
Sites in the country would be developed by the government into world 
class tourist destinations to serve as a model for other tourism sites. 

2. The nodal ministry for the implementation of the initiative will be the 
Ministry of Tourism. This initiative is primarily aimed at enhancing 
India’s soft power. 

3. The initiative will also aim at overall development of the tourist 
destinations which includes roads and infrastructure, skill development, 
development of technology, attracting private investment and branding 
and marketing. 

4. The Centre has identified 17 sites in the country for development under 
the Iconic Tourist Sites Development Project. 

5. The 17 sites are (a) Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar Pradesh) (b) 
Ajanta & Ellora (Maharashtra) (c) Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort and 
Qutub Minar (Delhi) (d) Colva (Goa) (e) Ajmer Fort (Rajasthan) (f) 
Somnath and Dholavira (Gujarat) (g) Khajuraho (Madhya Pradesh) (h) 
Hampi (Karnataka) (I) Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), (j) 
Kaziranga(Assam) (j) Kumarakom (Kerala) and (k) Mahabodhi Temple 
(Bihar). 

➢ Odisha rasgulla gets GI tag 

1. Geographical Indication Registry of India has accorded Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag to Odisha’s rasgulla. Odisha Rasgulla is associated 
with famous Puri Jagannath Temple. 
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2. This GI tag to Odisha comes amid a years long debate between West 
Bengal and Odisha over where the Rasgulla had originated. In November 
2017,West Bengal was granted the GI tag for Rasgulla. 

3. The GI tag for West Bengal and Odisha Rasagullas recognise two distinct 
versions of the sweet. 

4. A geographical indication(GI) is a sign used on products that have a 
specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are 
due to that origin.GI tags are given on the basis of the Geographical 
Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act,1999. 

5. GI tag secures the quality and authenticity of a product to a particular 
geographical origin. It provides legal protection from duplication. The 
first product to get GI tag was Darjeeling Tea. 

 

➢ SEBI should handle proxy firms’ disputes’ 

1. Securities and Exchange Board of India(SEBI) had set up a working 
group on issues related to proxy advisors in 2018.The group was headed 
by Sandeep Parekh. 

2. Proxy adviser is a person who provides advice to institutional investors 
or shareholder of a company in relation to exercise of their rights in the 
company including recommendations on public offer or voting 
recommendation on agenda items. 

3. The panel has proposed a code of conduct involving a comply or explain 
approach for proxy advisory firms wherein companies aggrieved by the 
view of proxy firms can approach the SEBI for redressal. 

4. The panel has also proposed that all proxy advisors should have a 
publicly available conflict of interest policy. The policy should have a 
clear approach on managing concerns relating to independence that 
could impact their recommendations provided to clients. 

5. The panel has also recommended proxy firms to have clear separation 
between the proxy voting advice to shareholders and the advice to listed 
companies regarding advisory services. 
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6. The panel has said the board of proxy advisors should be independent of 
its shareholders where such a position creates a serious conflict of 
interest. 

➢ Rajya Sabha clears changes to Insolvency Code 

1. The Rajya Sabha has passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

2. The Bill amends the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016. The Code 
provides a time-bound process for resolving insolvency in companies and 
among individuals. Insolvency is a situation where individuals or 
companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt. 

3. The bill provides that the resolution process has to be completed within 
330 days including litigations and other judicial process. Presently, the 
resolution plan for an insolvent company has to be cleared within 270 
days. 

4. The bill also mandates that the bankruptcy resolution or liquidation 
decided under the bankruptcy framework is binding on central, state and 
local governments to whom the insolvent company owes dues. 

5. The bill has also proposed to rework voting rights in the case of 
companies where there are a large number of creditors such as 
homebuyers and bondholders. 

6. According to the new formula, if more than half of these creditors who 
are present approve a plan, it will be considered that the entire class of 
creditors has approved it. 

➢ Uttarakhand: Himalayan Conclave being held in Mussoorie 

1. A Himalayan Conclave was held in Mussoorie, Uttarakhand. The 
objective of the conclave was to discuss various issues related to the 
development of Himalayan States. 

2. The conclave was organized by the government of Uttarakhand with 
Integrated Mountain Initiative(IMI) as its knowledge partner. The chief 
guest of conclave was Union Finance minister. 

3. The main agenda for the conclave was conservation of Himalayan 
ecology, bio-diversity and cultural heritage and water conservation. 
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4. The conclave has mainly focused on conserving rivers, glaciers, lakes and 
water bodies besides reviving water resources which have dried up over 
the years. 

5. The eleven states belonging to Himalayan Region has sought Green 
Bonus from Union Government considering their contributions to 
environmental conservation and to compensate the Himalayan states for 
their disadvantages. 

6. The states have also asked the Centre to set up a dedicated Ministry for 
region to deal with problems endemic to them. 

➢ WHO says Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal & Thailand achieve Hepatitis B 
control 

1. According to World Health Organization (WHO) report on World 
Hepatitis Day on July 28,it has found that viral hepatitis kills 4 lakh 
people every year. 

2. The report has said that investing $6bn per year in eliminating hepatitis 
in 67 low and middle-income countries would avert 4.5 million 
premature deaths by 2030. 

3. The report has also said that total of $58.7 billion is needed to eliminate 
viral hepatitis as a public health threat in these 67 countries by 2030. 
This means reducing new hepatitis infections by 90% and deaths by 65%. 

4. The report has also called on all countries to invest in eliminating 
hepatitis through costing, budgeting and financing of elimination 
services within their universal health coverage plans. 

5. The report has also said Bangladesh along with Bhutan, Nepal and 
Thailand in South-East Asia Region has been able to achieve Hepatitis B 
control.  

6. Viral hepatitis is an inflammatory condition of the liver caused by five 
known hepatitis viruses — A, B, C, D and E. Hepatitis B and C are 
transmitted by unsafe injection practices, infected blood and blood 
products, sexual transmission and from mother to child. The infections 
may lead to cirrhosis and liver cancers. 
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➢ Karnataka Speaker exits House with plea for electoral reforms 

1. Karnataka speaker has defended his decision to disqualify 17 rebel MLAs. 
2. He asked the assembly to pass a resolution seeking electoral reforms and 

review of the 10th Schedule as both have to be looked into by the 
Parliament. 

3. He said that the 10th Schedule of the Constitution dealing with the anti-
defection law is not equipped with sufficient provisions to prevent 
defections. 

4. The speaker has also asked the assembly to amend the Karnataka 
Lokayukta Act to spell out punishment for MLAs who fail to disclose 
their assets and liabilities every year. Currently, the act says MLAs need 
to submit details of their assets and liabilities. But it says nothing about 
punishing those who fail to do so. 

5. Further, he also sought to know why the Election Commission of India 
never orders an inquiry when someone declares massive assets to find 
out where the money came from. 

➢ Dam Safety Bill runs into Opposition criticism 

1. Opposition parties have criticised the Dam Safety Bill, 2019. They have 
opined that the bill would undermine the powers of State governments 
since Water is a State subject. The Dam Safety Bill aims to put uniform 
safety measures for dams across India. 

2. The Bill provides for the constitution of a National Committee on Dam 
Safety. Functions of the Committee include: a) formulating policies and 
regulations regarding dam safety standards and prevention of dam 
failures, and b) analysing causes of major dam failures and suggesting 
changes in dam safety practices. 

3. The Bill also provides for establishing a National Dam Safety Authority as 
a regulatory body to implement the policy. The bill also provides for 
establishing State Dam safety Organizations (SDSO). 

4. Functions of the SDSOs include: a) keeping perpetual surveillance, 
inspecting, and monitoring the operation and maintenance of dams, b) 
keeping a database of all dams, and c) recommending safety measures to 
owners of dams. 
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5. The Bill lays the onus of the dam safety on the dam owner and requires 
the owners of specified dams to provide a dam safety unit in each dam. 

6. The Bill provides penalties for commission and omission of certain acts. 
Offenders will be punishable with imprisonment of up to one year or a 
fine, or both. 

7. As per National Register for Large Dams (NRLD), there are 5,254 large 
dams in operation and another 447 under-construction. Further there 
are numerous small and medium dams. 

8. The structural and operational safety of these dams is crucial because 
about 75% of large dams are more than 25 years old and about 164 dams 
are more than 100 years old. 

➢ Lok Sabha passes National Medical Commission bill 2019 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed the National Medical Commission Bill, 2019. 
The bill seeks to repeal the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

2. If enacted, the current Medical Council of India would be replaced by a 
National Medical Commission. 

3. The Commission will have four autonomous boards: a) Undergraduate 
Medical Education Board, b) Post-Graduate Medical Education Board, c) 
Medical Assessment and Rating Board, and d) Ethics and Medical 
Registration Board. 

4. The commission will also be responsible for regulating fees and all other 
charges for half the seats in private medical colleges and deemed 
universities. 

5. The bill proposes a common final year MBBS exam called National Exit 
Test (NEXT) to start medical practice. It will also be used for entrance 
into postgraduate medical courses, and act as a screening test for foreign 
medical graduates. 

6. The Bill proposes to unify all entrance procedures for medical courses. 
The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET), common counselling 
and NEXT will be applicable to Institutes of National Importance (INIs) 
such as the All India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) to ensure 
uniform standards. 
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7. The bill also proposes to set up a Medical Advisory Council as a separate 
entity. It will serve as the primary platform through which the states will 
put forward their views and concerns before the NMC. 

➢ New norms for ‘trans fat free’ status 

1. The Foods safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has put 
forward new norms for trans-fat free status. According to the norms, 
bakeries, sweet shops and other food outlets would be able to use a 
government trans-fat free logo for their healthier food offerings. 

2. Food establishments can display “Trans Fat Free” logo in their outlets 
and on their food products in compliance with the Food Safety and 
Standards (Advertising and Claims) Regulations, 2018. 

3. The regulations specify that trans-fat free claim can be made for foods 
which contain less than 0.2 gm trans-fat per 100gm /100ml. 

4. Trans-fat are made by adding hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils to make 
them more solid. It is used to increase the shelf life of foods. They are 
present in hydrogenated fats such as margarine and bakery shortenings, 
used in preparation of bakery products 

5. The WHO estimates that consumption of partially hydrogenated 
vegetable oils (PHVOs) high in trans-fat leads to more than 5lakh deaths 
annually due to cardiovascular disease. 

6. WHO guidelines recommend a maximum one percent total energy intake 
from all trans-fat and intake of saturated fat not exceeding 10% of total 
energy intake 

7. The WHO has set a goal of eliminating industrially produced Trans-fats 
by 2023. In 2018, WHO had launched REPLACE- a comprehensive plan 
to eliminate industrially-produced trans-fat from the global food supply 
by 2023. 

8. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an autonomous 
body established under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 
Government of India. FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting 
public health through the regulation and supervision of food safety. 
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➢ Madhya Pradesh’s Pench sanctuary, Kerala’s Periyar sanctuary rated top 
tiger reserves 

1. The 4th National Tiger Estimation (Tiger census) has designated Madhya 
Pradesh’s Pench sanctuary and Kerala’s Periyar sanctuary as best 
managed Tiger Reserves in India. 

2. The Dampa Tiger Reserve in Mizoram and Rajaji Tiger Reserve in 
Uttarakhand emerged as worst managed tiger reserves in the country. 

3. For the Census, the tiger bearing habitats were divided into five 
landscape regions—a) Shivalik-Gangetic plains, b) Central India and the 
Eastern Ghats, c) Western Ghats, d) North Eastern Hills and 
Brahmaputra Flood Plains and e) the Sundarbans. 

4. Highest number of tigers were found in Central India and Eastern Ghats 
followed by Western Ghats. 

5. In India, there are 50 tiger reserves spread over 18 states. Tiger Reserves 
are protected areas established under the Project Tiger. 

6. Project Tiger was launched by the Government of India in the year 1973 
to save the endangered species of tiger in the country.  Jim Corbett in 
Uttarakhand is the first Tiger Reserve to be established under project 
Tiger. 

7. Tiger Reserve aims at conserving the habitat to ensure a viable 
population of the tigers along with their prey base in their habitat. 

➢ India has nearly 3000 tigers, up by a third from 2014 count 

1. According to the recently released 4th Tiger Census data, India has 2,967 
tigers. 

2. The population has increased by nearly 33% since the last census in 2014 
when the total number of tigers was 2,226. 

3. Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of tigers at 526, followed by 
Karnataka (524) and Uttarakhand (442). 
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4. The number of tigers has decreased drastically from 46 to 19 in 
Chhattisgarh. There has also been a decline of tiger population in 
Mizoram and Odisha. 

5. Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh recorded the highest number of 
tigers. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu registered the 
“maximum improvement” since 2014. 

6. No tigers were found in Buxa (West Bengal), Dampa (Mizoram) and 
Palamau (Jharkhand) 

7. Currently India has over 80% of the global tiger population which stands 
at 3,159. 

8.  Tiger is listed as Endangered in the IUCN Red List. 

➢ Explained: Why India’s tigers are increasing 

1. The tiger census report, Status of Tigers in India, 2018 has been released. 
The tiger census in India is conducted every four years. 

2. The first tiger census was conducted in 2006. The Tiger Census in India 
is the world’s most extensive biodiversity mapping exercise. It is 
conducted by National tiger Conservation Authority and Wildlife 
Institute of India. 

3. The census was carried out in four phases. Phases 1 and 2 covered forest 
beats, generally spread over 15 sq km each, by Forest Departments, to 
collect signs of tiger presence like scat and pugmarks. 

4. This was followed by sampling of plots along the transects to assess 
habitat characteristics, human impact, and prey dung density. 

5. In phase 3, the information was plotted on the forest map prepared with 
remote-sensing and GIS application. Sample areas were divided in 2-sq-
km parcels, and trap cameras were laid in these grids. 

6. In the last phase, data were extrapolated to areas where cameras could 
not be deployed. 

7. The tiger census is an important exercise. The tiger numbers reflect the 
success or failure of conservation efforts. 

8. In 2010, the governments of the world’s 13 tiger range countries put 
forward the Global Tiger Recovery Plan. The plan outlines how each 
country could double the number of tiger population in the country. 
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9. The Plan was part of the ambitious species conservation goal called Tx2 
set up by the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF). The goals is to double 
the number of wild tigers by 2022. 

10. Since India constitutes 80% of global tiger population, conservation 
efforts in India is particularly important for conserving the global tiger 
population. 

11. India has strengthened its Project Tiger programme, originally launched 
in 1973. Apart from Tiger Reserves, there has been increased focus on 
tigers even in the areas under the territorial and commercial forestry 
arms of Forest Departments. 

12.  Further, with increased vigilance India has been successfully able to curb 
tiger poaching which has helped wild tigers to breed. 

➢ Amphibious ship LCU L-56 commissioned into Navy 

1. IN LCU L-56, the sixth ship of the Landing Craft Utility (LCU) MK IV 
class has been commissioned into the Indian Navy. 

2. LCU 56 is an amphibious ship. Its primary role is transportation and 
deployment of Main Battle Tanks, Armoured Vehicles, Troops and 
Equipment from ship to shore. 

3. It has a displacement of 900 tonnes. It measures 62 metres in length. It 
is fitted with two MTU diesel engines, which provide a sustainable speed 
of over 15 knots. The ship is equipped with the state-of-art equipment 
and is armed with two 30 mm CRN-91 guns. 

4. The ship has been indigenously designed and built by Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE), Kolkata 

5. The ship would be administered and based in Port Blair under the Naval 
Component Commander (NAVCC) in Andaman and Nicobar Command 
(ANC). 
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➢ India’s large cities staring at water crisis: Water Stress Index 

1. Water Stress Index, formulated by London-based risk analytics 
firm Verisk Maplecroft, has listed India as the 46th highest risk 
country in the world. 

2. According to the index, 11 of India’s 20 largest cities face an 
‘extreme risk’ of water stress and seven are in the ‘high risk’ 
category. Delhi, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Nashik, Jaipur, 
Ahmedabad and Indore are among the cities facing ‘extreme risk’. 

3. According to the study, Bengaluru and Surat are experiencing the 
greatest surge in demand for water and are most at risk of facing 
scarcity. Further, Chennai and Delhi are also extremely 
vulnerable. 

4. The index measured the water consumption rates of households, 
industries and farm sectors and the available resources in rivers, 
lakes and streams. It then plotted the index with projected 
population growth trends to rank the cities facing the biggest 
threat to their water resources. 

5. Further, India is rated ‘high risk’ in the Climate Change 
Vulnerability Index. It indicates that effects of climate change like 
an ‘extended dry season’ would deteriorate water stress situation 
in Indian cities.  The study has noted that many Indian cities are 
projected to experience a higher number of consecutive drought 
days when precipitation is less than 1 mm 

➢ TOI 270 – NASA finds a new planetary system about 73 light 
years away from earth 
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1. NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) has recently 
discovered a new planetary system. It has been named as TOI 
270. 

2. TOI 270 is about 73 light years away from Earth, and is located in 
the constellation Pictor. 

3. The members of the planetary system include a dwarf star (TOI 
270), which is 40% smaller than the Sun in size and mass, and the 
three planets or exoplanets (planets outside the solar system). 

4. The exoplanets have been named TOI 270 b, TOI 270 c, and TOI 
270 d. TOI 270 b is the innermost planet. 

5. TOI 270 c and TOI 270 d are Neptune-like planets because their 
compositions are dominated by gases rather than rock. 

6. The three planets orbit the star every 3.4 days, 5.7 days, and 11.4 
days respectively. 

7. Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is an all-sky survey 
mission that seeks to discover exoplanets around nearby bright 
stars. It was launched in April 2018, aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 
rocket. 

➢ Bills against lynching, honour killing introduced in Rajasthan 

1. The Rajasthan government has introduced Rajasthan Protection 
from Lynching Bill, 2019, and the Rajasthan Prohibition of 
Interference with the Freedom of Matrimonial Alliances in the 
Name of Honour and Tradition Bill, 2019. 

2. Rajasthan Protection from Lynching Bill, 2019 seeks to protect 
the constitutional rights of vulnerable persons and punish the acts 
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of lynching through trial in the designated courts, besides 
rehabilitating the victims and their families. 

3. The Bill provides for life imprisonment and fine up to ₹5 lakh for 
the offence of lynching. It also provides for appointment of a 
nodal officer of the rank of Inspector-General of Police to prevent 
lynchings and establishment of relief camps in safe zones for the 
victims. 

4. The bill defines lynching as an act of violence, whether 
spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, 
race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary practices, sexual 
orientation, political affiliation and ethnicity. 

5. The Supreme Court in 2018 in the case of Tehseen S. Poonawalla 
vs. Union of India had recommended the central government to 
enact a legislation to create a separate offence for lynching 

6. The Rajasthan Prohibition of Interference with the Freedom of 
Matrimonial Alliances in the Name of Honour and Tradition Bill, 
2019 provides for death penalty or life sentence and fine up to ₹5 
lakh for killing a couple or either of them on the basis that their 
marriage had dishonoured or brought disrepute to the caste, 
community or family 

➢ Efforts on to help Vembanad Lake breathe 

1. A group of fishermen have been conducting plastic collection 
drive to combat plastic pollution in the Vembanad Lake. Plastic 
bottles are the most prevalent form of plastic pollution in the lake. 

2. In June 2018, the Kerala State Pollution Control Board (PCB) had 
issued a direction to hotels, resorts, houseboats and hospitals with 
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more than 500 beds in the State to stop usage of plastic bottles for 
supply of drinking water. 

3. The Vembanad Lake is the longest lake in India. It is located in 
the district of Kerala. The lake is bordered by Alappuzha, 
Kottayam, and Ernakulam districts. It is situated at the sea level, 
and is separated from the Laccadive Sea by a narrow barrier 
island. 

4. Vembanad Lake is in List of Wetlands of International 
Importance under the Ramsar Convention. There are 27 Ramsar 
Wetland Sites in India. 

5. Ramsar Convention on Wetland is an intergovernmental treaty, 
signed in 1971, which provides the framework for national action 
and international cooperation for the conservation and wise use 
of wetlands and their resources. 

➢ Triple Talaq Bill sails through Rajya Sabha 

1. The Government has passed the Muslim Women (Protection of 
Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019, also known as the Triple ‘talaq’ 
Bill. 

2. The bill will be now sent to the president for approval. Once 
granted assent, it will replace an ordinance promulgated in 
February 2018 to the same effect as the bill. 

3. The bill declares the practice of triple talaq as void and illegal and 
a cognisable offence. 

4. It also prescribes a penalty of up to three years imprisonment for 
an offence. 
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5. It further provides for subsistence allowance to married Muslim 
women and their children. In August 2017, The Supreme Court of 
India had held Instant triple Talaq has unconstitutional. 

6. Triple Talaq (Talaq-e-biddat) refers to a practice of divorce under 
Muslim personal laws simply by pronouncing word ‘talaq’ thrice 
in one sitting by a Muslim man to his wife. 

➢ Lok Sabha passes Consumer Protection Bill 

1. The Lok Sabha has passed the Consumer Protection Bill,2019.The 
bill replaces the Consumer Protection Act,1986. 

2. The bill defines a consumer as a person who buys any goods or 
avails a service for a consideration.It does not include a person 
who obtains a good for resale or a good or service for commercial 
purposes.  

3. The bill covers transactions through all modes including offline 
and online through electronic means, teleshopping, multi-level 
marketing or direct selling. 

4. The bill provides the central government to set up a Central 
Consumer Protection Authority(CCPA) to promote, protect 
and enforce the rights of consumers. 

5. CCPA will regulate matters related to violation of consumer 
rights, unfair trade practices, and misleading advertisements.The 
CCPA will have an investigation wing headed by a Director-
General which may conduct an inquiry or investigation into such 
violations. 

6. The bill provides for an Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) 
mechanism. Mediation cells will be attached to Consumer 
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Forum.The bill also ensures ease of approaching Consumer 
Commission and Simplification of Adjudication process. 

7. The bill provides for Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commissions (CDRCs) to be set up at the district,state and 
national levels. 

8. The bill defines product liability as the liability of a product 
manufacturer, service provider or seller to compensate a 
consumer for any harm or injury caused by a defective good or 
deficient service. 

 

 

➢ In a first, Maharashtra gets biometric database to list criminals 

1. Maharashtra has become the first state in the country to adopt 
automated multimodal biometric identification system(AMBIS). 

2. AMBIS unit comprises a computer terminal,a camera and 
iris,fingerprint, and palm scanners.It also includes a portable 
system to dust off and capture fingerprints from crime scenes. 

3. AMBIS system collates data and enables automated identification 
of criminal records using fingerprint, face and iris recognition.The 
system was developed in France and adapted to meet the state’s 
requirements with the help of Indian Institute of Technology 
professors, 

4. AMBIS helps investigators trace suspects and ascertain whether a 
suspect has a criminal record.The system has a capacity to store 
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the data of 20 lakh criminals.It can go through its archives and 
give results in 0.45 milliseconds. 

5. Additionally,data from AMBIS can be shared with the National 
Crime Records Bureau(NCRB) and investigation agencies from 
other states and courts, including foreign agencies like Interpol. 

➢ Rajya Sabha Dy Chairman Harivansh calls for solutions to 
resolve MPLADS issues 

1. Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman has written to MPs for seeking 
their suggestions on how to address various problems plaguing 
the MP Local Area Development Scheme(MPLADS). 

2. MPLADS is a centrally sponsored scheme fully funded by the 
government.The Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation formulates the guidelines,releases funds and 
monitors implementation. 

3. MPLADS provides MPs five crore rupees per annum to identify 
and fund development projects in their constituencies as per the 
guidelines drawn up by Parliament. 

4. The role of MPs is limited to ‘recommending’ works as the actual 
implementation is done by local authorities.Therefore,the scheme 
does not violate separation of powers.The MPs may recommend 
projects in sectors such as infrastructure development, public 
health, sanitation, water among others. 

5. Elected members of the Lok Sabha can suggest developmental 
works in their constituency, while elected members of Rajya 
Sabha can recommend works in one or more districts of their 
State.Further,the nominated members of Lok Sabha or Rajya 
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Sabha can recommend works in one or more districts anywhere in 
the country. 

6. The deputy chairman referred to a 1998 CAG which pointed at 
several instances of mismanagement,misuse of funds and lack of 
proper accounting of the scheme. 

7. Similarly,he also quoted a programme evaluation report of the 
erstwhile Planning Commission in 2001 that identified issues 
such as (a)improper maintenance of records (b)percentage 
utilisation of the fund being lower than officially reported 
(c)inflated reporting of expenditure and (d)poor maintenance of 
assets created.  

8. The Deputy chairman also referred to the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) report which noted large gaps between the 
funds available to district authorities and the actual expenditure 
on the scheme. 

➢ Lok Sabha passes Wage Code Bill to ensure minimum wage for 
workers 

1. Lok Sabha has passed the Code on Wages Bill, 2019.The Bill seeks 
to subsume existing laws related to workers’ remuneration. 

2. The bill will replace the (a)Payment of Wages Act,1936, 
(b)Minimum Wages Act,1948 (c)Payment of Bonus Act,1965 and 
the (d)Equal Remuneration Act,1976. 

3. The bill provides that the Central Government will fix minimum 
wages for certain sectors including railways and mines while the 
states would be free to set minimum wages for other category of 
employment. 
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4. The code also provides for setting up of a national minimum 
wage.The Central Government can set a separate minimum wage 
for different regions or states.The Bill also says that the minimum 
wage would be revised every five years. 

5. The bill has introduced many changes in the inspection regimes 
including web based randomised computerised inspection 
scheme, jurisdiction-free inspections,composition of fines among 
others.All these changes will be conducive for enforcement of 
labour laws with transparency and accountability. 

6. Further,the Code on Wages bill is one of the four codes that would 
subsume 44 labour laws.The four codes will deal with (a)wages 
(b)social security, (c)industrial safety and welfare and 
(d)industrial relations. 

➢ Too much quota may impact right to equal opportunity, 
remarks Supreme Court 

1. The Supreme Court has observed that excessive quota may impact 
the right to equal opportunity guaranteed under the Constitution. 

2. This observation was made while hearing several petitions which 
have asked for a Constitution Bench to examine the validity of 
103rd Constitutional Amendment Act. 

3. The Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act provides for 10% 
reservation in government jobs and educational institutions for 
the economically weaker sections in the unreserved category 

4. The Act amends Article 15 and 16 to provide for reservation based 
on economic backwardness. 
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5. The petitioners argued that the economic reservation violated the 
50% reservation ceiling limit fixed by a nine-judge Bench in the 
Indra Sawhney case.Further,the 1992 judgment had barred 
reservation solely on economic criterion. 

6. The act has also been criticised on the grounds that it violates the 
basic Structure of the constitution as it is violative of the equality 
principle enshrined in Article 14 of the Constitution as it excludes 
OBCs, SCs and STs from the scope of economic reservation. 

7. Further,it has also challenged the law on the ground that it 
provides for reservation in private unaided educational 
institutions which has been clearly barred by the SC in previous 
judgements. 

8. However,the government has justified to the apex court that the 
10% economic quota law was a move towards a classless and 
casteless society.It said the law was meant to benefit a large 
section of the population who are mostly lower middle class and 
below the poverty line. 

➢ IRDAI to give green signal to sandbox experiment soon 

1. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI) will soon allow the use of regulatory sandbox(RS) to 
promote new, innovative products and processes in the industry. 

2. Regulatory sandbox is an infrastructure that helps fintech 
players live test their products or solutions before getting the 
necessary regulatory approvals for a mass launch, saving start-up 
time and cost.  

http://www.dnyanjyoti.in/
mailto:dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/irdai-to-give-green-signal-to-sandbox-experiment-soon-5862261/


DNYANJYOTI FREE LEARNING UNIVERSITY 
 
JOIN / VISIT :- 
 

   TELEGRAM- @missiondnyajyoti 
 WEB- www.dnyanjyoti.in  
EMAIL- dnyanjyotipune@gmail.com 
CONTACT- 9975806127,7887992834/5  

 DATE- 31.07.19 
 

ADDRESS :- 
Vitthal Prasad Building, L.B.S road, near Alka talkies,Sadashiv Peth, Pune-30 

IF ANY SUUGESTION/ FEEDBACK PLEASE CONTACT US 
 

 

3. In February 2019,the IRDAI had recommended setting up a 
regulatory sandbox to test new digital and tech-based innovations 
before launching them in the market.A committee was also set up 
by the IRDAI.It has already submitted its final recommendations. 

4. For the IRDAI sandbox,an applicant should have a net worth of 
Rs 10 lakh and a proven financial record of at least one 
year.Companies will be allowed to test products for up to 12 
months in five categories. 

5. The committee has suggested the setting up of a core sandbox 
committee with dedicated personnel to monitor and supervise the 
digital innovations and also facilitate the roll-out of experiments 
and to provide the ecosystem required for the experimentation. 

6. The committee has also recommended strict requirements of 
confidentiality to protect the data of policyholders and has also 
proposed defined entry and eligibility criteria, boundary 
conditions along with appropriate controls for protection and risk 
management. 

7. FinTech or financial technology is an industry comprising 
companies that use technology to offer financial services.These 
companies operate in insurance,asset management and payment 
and numerous other industries. 

➢ Central Waqf Council(CWC) 

1. Union Minority Affairs Minister has inaugurated a national 
conference of Central Wakf Council(CWC) in New Delhi.  

2. The minister said here that the Central Government has set a 
target to achieve 100% digitisation of Waqf properties across the 
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country in its first 100 days.There are more than 6 lakh registered 
Waqf properties across the country. 

3. The minister also awarded 8 Mutawalis under “Qaumi Waqf 
Board Taraqiati Scheme” for better management of Waqf 
properties in their respective state Waqf boards.Mutawalli are 
Custodian of the Waqf properties. 

4. The minister has also said that the report of a five-member 
committee, constituted to review Waqf properties lease rule 
headed by Justice (Retd) Zakiullah Khan has been submitted.  

5. Central Wakf Council is a statutory body established in 1964 
by the Government of India under Wakf Act,1954.The council 
advises the government on matters pertaining to working of the 
State Wakf Boards and proper administration of the Wakfs in the 
country.  

6. Wakf is a permanent dedication of movable or immovable 
properties for religious, pious or charitable purposes as 
recognized by Muslim Law, given by philanthropists. 

➢ India, Myanmar sign MoU on defence co-operation 

1. India and Myanmar has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on defence cooperation.The MoU is aimed at enhancing 
military training, joint surveillance, and maritime security. 

2. Indian and Myanmar armies has also carried out two phases of 
‘Operation Sunrise’ this year busting camps of insurgent groups in 
Myanmar. 

3. Further,India is also set to hand over Myanmar its first ever 
submarine. named INS Sindhuvir. 
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4. INS Sindhuvir which was bought from Russia in the 1980s is 
currently being modernised by the Hindustan Shipyard 
Limited(HSL) in Vizag. 

5. The transfer of the submarine is likely to take place with a line of 
credit (LoC) that has been extended by India to Myanmar for 
enhancing military capability. 

6. Myanmar is a key pillar of India’s Act East Policy towards 
prioritising relations with its East Asian neighbours.India has 
steadily increased defence co-operation with Myanmar in recent 
years. 

➢ Anti-dumping duty imposed on PTA imports from South 
Korea,Thailand 

1. The Finance Ministry has imposed anti-dumping duty on all 
imports of purified terephthalic acid (PTA) from South Korea and 
Thailand. 

2. PTA is the primary raw material in the manufacture of polyester 
chips, which in turn are used in a number of applications in 
textile, packaging, furnishings, consumer goods, resins and 
coatings. 

3. Dumping is the practice whereby the exporting nation sells its 
goods and services at a price lower than the price at which the 
importing nation sells the same goods and services within its 
domestic market. 

4. The objective of dumping is to increase market share in a foreign 
market by driving out competition and thereby create a monopoly 
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situation where the exporter will be able to unilaterally dictate 
price and quality of the product. 

5. An anti-dumping duty is a protectionist tariff that a domestic 
government imposes on foreign imports that it believes are priced 
below fair market value. 

➢ Govt. did not try out GST system before rollout: CAG 

1. Government has tabled the Comptroller and Auditor 
General(CAG) audit report on the Goods and Services Tax(GST) 
in the Parliament. 

2. The report has said that the government had failed to try out the 
GST system before its rollout leading to inadequate compliance 
mechanisms, and lower tax revenues. 

3. The report has also pointed out that the complexity of the return 
mechanism and the technical glitches in invoice-matching has 
rendered the system prone to Input Tax Credit(ITC) frauds. 

4. The report said that post-implementation,the Centre’s revenue 
from GST has registered a decline of 10% in 2017-18 compared to 
revenue of subsumed taxes in 2016-17. 

5. The audit report has also said that the Central government has 
not been following the rules set out regarding the transfer of 
revenue to the States. 

6. GST (Goods and Services Tax) is an indirect tax that has replaced 
many Central and State taxes like excise duty, VAT and service 
tax.It is a single comprehensive tax levied on all goods and 
services produced in India as well as those imported from other 
countries. 
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7. Input tax credit is the tax that a business pays on a purchase 
and that it can use to reduce its tax liability when it makes a 
sale.In other words, businesses can reduce their tax liability by 
claiming credit to the extent of GST paid on purchases. 

8. The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is an 
authority established by Article 148 of the Constitution of 
India.The CAG is appointed by the President of India following a 
recommendation by the Prime Minister. 

➢ RBI eases foreign borrowing norms for NBFCs, defaulters 

1. The Reserve Bank of India(RBI) has decided to relax the end-use 
restrictions relating to external commercial borrowings(ECB). 

2. RBI has allowed ECBs with minimum average maturity period of 
10 years for working capital purposes and general corporate 
purposes.It has also permitted borrowing for on-lending by non-
banking financial companies(NBFCs) for the 10 year maturity. 

3. Further,RBI has also allowed ECBs with a minimum average 
maturity period of 7 years for repayment of rupee loans availed 
domestically for capital expenditure. 

4. This move is aimed at providing access to cheaper and longer 
term funds for the corporate sector,especially liquidity-starved 
non-banking finance companies(NBFCs). 

5. The defaults by IL&FS had affected the entire NBFC 
sector.Several NBFCs have also been struggling to raise 
funds.Liquidity woes has also led to payment delays by housing 
mortgage firm DHFL. 
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6. ECB is basically a loan availed by an Indian entity from a 
nonresident lender.Most of these loans are provided by foreign 
commercial banks and other institutions. 

7. The borrowings are in the form of bank loans, buyers credit, 
suppliers credit and securitized instruments with a minimum 
average maturity of three years. 

8. ECBs availed of by residents are governed by the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act,1999 along with the Foreign Exchange 
Management (Borrowing or Lending in Foreign Exchange) 
Regulations,2000 as amended from time to time. 

➢ India’s fertilizer sector among most energy efficient in world: 
Report 

1. Centre for Science and Environment(CSE) has released a report 
titled – ‘Grain by Grain’.The report is the complete assessment of 
the environmental performance of fertilizer industry in India.  

2. The project was undertaken by CSE along with its Green rating 
project(GRP).The Project had earlier rated the pulp and paper, 
automobile,chloro-alkali,cement,iron and steel and thermal 
power sectors. 

3. The report has found that the country’s fertilizer sector is among 
the best in the world in energy use and greenhouse gas(GHG) 
emissions. 

4. However,the fertiliser industries staggering records on water 
use,water pollution and plant safety is a cause of concern. 
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5. The report has also found that the areas surrounding at least one-
third of the fertiliser plants found to have very high levels of 
nitrogen in groundwater. 

6. This was mainly because as part of their mandate to recycle used-
water, the plants were using it for watering horticulture and other 
crops in their premises.This has lead to nitrogen seeping into the 
water table. 

7. Further,another major concern was the age of the India’s fertiliser 
plants.The report has said that most plants need to upgrade their 
on-site and off-site disaster management plans and communicate 
them to the concerned authorities and the local community. 
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